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CAFÉ DU NORD
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Business Name: Café du Nord
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Applicant: Enrique Landa, Partner
Nomination Date: June 29, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Café du Nord is a neighborhood bar and restaurant serving the Castro/Upper Market neighborhood. It is located
in the newly restored Swedish American Hall on Market Street near Sanchez Street in a blended Scandinavian
and Arts & Crafts influenced building constructed in 1907. The café was opened in 1908 originally as a saloon
and billiards and was the first and only tenant of the basement commercial space within the Swedish American
Hall, which for decades served as the center of Scandinavian Life when Duboce Triangle was a predominantly
Nordic neighborhood. The Swedish American Hall has hosted an array of meetings and events for fraternal
organizations and clubs, many of which continue to meet at the hall and at Café du Nord. The café’s 108 year life
has proven to become an integral asset both to the Castro/Upper Market neighborhood and to San Francisco as a
whole. Café du Nord is one of the oldest, continuously operating bars in San Francisco, is one of the few that
survived prohibition, and has a rich history of hosting events and congregations of groups, organizations and
individuals who hold a prominent place in San Francisco history. Additionally, Café du Nord offers charitable
donations to an array of organizations, hosts events for non-profits and Swedish Cultural organizations, and has
partnered with local groups to create events and programming for the community.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

2170 Market Street from 1908-Present (108 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Castro/Upper Market neighborhood’s history and identity.
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The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 Café du Nord is associated with the tradition of providing a space for hosting events and meetings and with
the tradition of serving craft cocktails and food.

 Café du Nord has contributed to the Castro/Upper Market community’s history and identity by continuing to
sustain the Swedish American Hall and allowing the historic building to operate and be maintained, and by
continuing to be an integral part of San Francisco history through its legacy as a long standing bar, restaurant
and host for community events and meetings.

 The recently restored 1907 property has been evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance. The property has been locally designated as San Francisco Landmark Number 267 for its
association as the home of the Swedish Society of San Francisco and as an outstanding example of a type
and period, its possession of high artistic values, and as the work of Swedish-born master architect, August
Nordin. Thus, the property has been classified as a “Category A Property.”

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 KQED Arts, 3/1/2015, “Ghosts, Royals and Signing Swedes: 108 Years of the Swedish American Hall,”

by Shelby Pope.
 Hoodline, 6/16/2015, “Renovated Café Du Nord Reopens Wednesday at Swedish American Hall,” by

Brian Ray.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, Café du Nord is committed to maintaining the physical features that define its tradition as a bar and
restaurant.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Café du Nord qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry
under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical
features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Stained wood boxed beam ceiling.
 Wainscoting and wallpaper.
 1908 ornamental back bar with original (restored) wainscoting.
 55-foot long front bar made of dark mahogany with original brass railings and copper kick plates.
 1930s-era Art Deco neon sign along Market Street.
 Staircase leading from Market Street to Café du Nord.
 Large painting of the mistress of legendary tenor Enrico Carouso.
 All interior and exterior features outlined in the landmark designation.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Café du Nord currently located at
2170 Market Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 28, 2016

CAFÉ DU NORD

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-069
Business Name: Café du Nord
Business Address: 2170 Market Street
District: District 8
Applicant: Enrique Landa, Partner
Nomination Date: June 29, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR CAFÉ DU
NORD, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2170 MARKET STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 28, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Café du Nord in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Café du Nord:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Stained wood boxed beam ceiling.
 Wainscoting and wallpaper.
 1908 ornamental back bar with original (restored) wainscoting.
 55-foot long front bar made of dark mahogany with original brass railings and copper kick plates.
 1930s-era Art Deco neon sign along Market Street.
 Staircase leading from Market Street to Café du Nord.
 Large painting of the mistress of legendary tenor Enrico Carouso.
 All interior and exterior features outlined in the landmark designation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
November 28, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2015-16-069
Business Name: Café du Nord
Business Address: 2170 Market Street
District: District 8
Applicant: Enrique Landa, Partner
Nomination Date: June 29, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

2170 Market Street from 1908-Present (108 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 3, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program

Legacy
Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet



 
 

City Hall  1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place  Room 244  San Francisco, California 94102-4689  (415) 554-6968 

Fax (415) 554-6909  TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227  E-mail: Scott.Wiener@sfgov.org  

Member, Board of Supervisors 
District 8 

 

City and County of San Francisco 

 

 
SCOTT WIENER 

威善高 
 

 
June 29, 2016 
 
Re: Nomination of Café du Nord to the Legacy Business Registry 
 
Dear Director Regina Dick Endrizzi: 
 
I’m writing to nominate Café du Nord for the Legacy Business Registry. Café du Nord has been 
serving San Francisco (almost) continuously since 1907. Reopened after restoration in the 
summer of 2015, it is once again providing San Franciscans with good food, good drink and 
good times. 
 
Café du Nord is a longtime local treasure, and would benefit greatly from being a part of San 
Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry. I thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Wiener 
Member, San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Legacy Business Registry Application 

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.   Provide the following information: 

• The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;

• The name of the person who owns the business.  For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;

• The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

• The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS: 

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business) 

CURRENT BUSINESS  ADDRESS: TELEPHONE: 

( ) 

EMAIL: 

WEBSITE:   FACEBOOK PAGE: YELP PAGE 

APPLICANT’S NAME 

� Same as Business
APPLICANT’S TITLE 

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE: 

( ) 

EMAIL: 

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable): 

OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR: DATE OF NOMINATION: 

3

NTRI II/UMV dba Cafe du Nord

Enrique Landa, Dylan MacNiven, David White, David Steele, Thomas McNaughton

2170 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114

(415) 471-2977

cafedunord.com

Enrique Landa

Partner

415 713 36992174 Market Street Box E
San Francisco, CA 94114

5@mac5.com

1008600 46-5365980



Legacy Business Registry Application 

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at 
the original location.  Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the 
founding location of the business.  If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in 
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address.  For businesses with more than 
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative. 

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS 

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS?  DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON 

�  No  �  Yes 

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION 
 Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION 
 Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION 
 Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION 
 Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION 
 Start:  

End: 

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION 
 Start:  

End: 

2170 Market Street 94114 January 17, 1908

1908 to Present



Legacy Business Registry Application 

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Three:
Disclosure Statement. 
San Francisco Taxes, Business Registration, Licenses, Labor Laws and Public 
Information Release. 
This section is verification that all San Francisco taxes, business registration, and licenses are 
current and complete, and there are no current violations of San Francisco labor laws. This 
information will be verified and a business deemed not current in with all San Francisco taxes, 
business registration, and licenses, or has current violations of San Francisco labor laws, will not 
be eligible to apply for the Business Assistance Grant.  

In addition, we are required to inform you that all information provided in the application will become 
subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act.   

Please read the following statements and check each to indicate that you agree with the 
statement. Then sign below in the space provided.   

� I am authorized to submit this application on behalf of the business. 

� I attest that the business is current on all of its San Francisco tax obligations. 

� I attest that the business’s business registration and any applicable regulatory license(s) 
are current. 

� I attest that the Office of Labor Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) has not determined 
that the business is currently in violation of any of the City’s labor laws, and that the 
business does not owe any outstanding penalties or payments ordered by the OLSE. 

� I understand that documents submitted with this application may be made available to the 
public for inspection and copying pursuant to the California Public Records Act and San 
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. 

� I hereby acknowledge and authorize that all photographs and images submitted as part of 
the application may be used by the City without compensation. 

� I understand that the Small Business Commission may revoke the placement of the 
business on the Registry if it finds that the business no longer qualifies, and that placement 
on the Registry does not entitle the business to a grant of City funds. 

Name (Print): Date: Signature: 

Enrique Landa 06/30/16



Café du Nord Legacy Business Registry Application 
Section 4 Written Historical Narrative. 

 
CRITERION 1 

 
A. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San 

Francisco to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with 
multiple locations, include the history of the original location in San Francisco 
(including whether it was the business's founding and or headquartered location) 
and the opening dates and locations of all other locations.  

 

The Café du Nord, 2170 Market Street, was opened in 1908 in the newly completed Swedish 
American Hall, a building built and owned to this day by the Swedish Society of San Francisco. 
The building on Market Street replaced the Swedish Society’s former home that was lost in the 
1906 Earthquake and Fire.  The new building was designed with commercial spaces on the 
ground floor and in the basement to provide income for the maintenance of the Hall.  

The Café du Nord was the first and only tenant of the basement commercial space and opened 
soon after the building was dedicated in January of 1908. The first operator was Thomas Hain, a 
Duboce Triangle resident and saloon keeper, who opened the space as a “first class saloon and 
billiards” (we have a copy of the original letter of intent to lease the space and have included it 
with our packet.). Over the years there have been modifications on the saloon theme, but in 
its108 year history it has always been a neighborhood bar in San Francisco and operated at 2170 
Market Street.  

Known Operators: 1908 – 1910 Thomas Hain 1910 to 1920 Swedish American Mercantile 
Company 1920 – 1933 (Prohibition) Transitioned to a restaurant and bar, Scandinavian in theme, 
operator unknown. After 1956: Café du Nord became a Basque restaurant and bar. 1991: John 
Varnedoe became the operator and Café du Nord became a bar and restaurant with Jazz 1995: 
Cindy Kahl continued evolution to live music with more jazz 2001: Guy Carson buys Café du 
Nord and makes an indie music venue with bar and restaurant, 2013:  Dylan MacNiven and 
Enrique Landa buy Café du Nord and partner with NeTimeas restaurant group to reopen Café du 
Nord as a bar and restaurant.  

 
B.  Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 

business.  
 
No Café du Nord is not a family owned business.  
 
 

C.  Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original 
owner or a family-owned business. 
 



I have described the ownership as best as possible above. Records of the Swedish Society 
continuously show the Café du Nord as the tenant, but not always the specific owner/operator of 
the business.  
 
 

D. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property 
associated with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources 
registry.  

The Café du Nord is located within the historic Swedish American Hall which was recognized as 
Landmark #267 by the City and County of San Francisco in the spring of 2015. The building was 
designed by famed local architect of Swedish decent, August Nordin, who designed more than 
200 buildings in San Francisco. The building which is one of his masterpieces is incredibly well 
preserved, and features a blend of Scandinavian and Arts and Crafts influences. It is also an 
excellent example of the architecture of the time. 

The façade is largely unchanged from 1908 and has continuously featured a sign for Café du 
Nord. Sometime in the 30s a neon sign pointing down to the Café du Nord was added and 
remains today, having been recently restored. Within the space many of the original features 
including the back bar, much of the bar and its features, the wood wainscoting, and other 
architectural features remain and were restored in 2015.  An image of the building in 1909 with 
the Café du Nord sign is provided with this application as well as a modern image of the façade 
today.  

The building is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, a designation that is 
currently being sought.  

CRITERION 2 

A. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the 
neighborhood, community or San Francisco. 

The Café du Nord is located in the historic Swedish American Hall, which was built and for 
decades served as the center of Scandinavian life when the Duboce Triangle neighborhood was a 
mostly Nordic Neighborhood. Within the Swedish American Hall, a myriad of fraternal 
organizations and clubs met and hosted events. Many of those groups continue to meet at the 
Swedish American Hall and at the Café du Nord.  

Because it has operated continuously since 1908 in the same location, the bar is engrained in the 
history of Duboce Triangle and the Upper Market Neighborhood. 

B. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, 
the city, or the business industry 

The Café du Nord is one of the oldest, continuously operating, bars in San Francisco and one of 
the few that survived prohibition.  



For the Pan Pacific Exhibition in 1915, the building served as the home of the Swedish 
Organizing Committee for the fair. A picture of fair attendees in costume on their way to the fair 
is included in the packet. 

The building and the Café du Nord served a similar role for the Golden Gate International 
Exposition of 1939. The Swedish Society has all of the records of the Swedish Organizing 
Committee in its archive. 

 

C. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business 
trade publication, media, or historical documents?  
 

When the cornerstone of the Swedish American Hall was laid on July 27, 1907, it was covered in 
the San Francisco Chronicle the following day.  Since then the building and the Café du Nord 
have received regular press coverage in the Chornicle and Vestkusten, the Swedish Newspaper of 
West Coast of the United States. 

The Café du Nord was included in JK Dineen’s 2015 book on the legacy bars of San Francisco.  

When the building was landmarked and the Café du Nord was reopened after a renovation, it 
received substantial news coverage. Two representative articles have been included with packet.  

 
D.  Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?  

Because the building is within the Swedish American Hall, the Café du Nord is associated with 
the Swedish Society of San Francisco one of San Francisco’s oldest fraternal organizations, 
having been founded in 1865. 

E. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?  

Besides charitable donations from our organization and hosting a wide array of events for non-
profits and Swedish Cultural organizations, we have sought to partner with organizations to 
create events and programing for the community.  

This year we have teamed up with La Cocina to host “Voices from the Kitchen” a lecture series 
focused on the food industry and the challenges faced by those that work in the industry. We 
have increasingly worked with San Francisco Heritage, hosting their lectures and other events to 
foment the preservation of historic businesses and buildings like ours. 

 
F. Provide a description of the community the business serves.  



The Café du Nord is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, bars in Upper Market and for more than a 
century it has served the communities of Duboce Triangle, Eureka Valley, and the Castro, but 
also draws a city wide audience for the various musical and cultural programs we host.  

We also serve the Swedish and Scandinavian communities for various events and special 
occasions.   

 

G. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building, structure, site, 
object, interior. 

The Café du Nord is intrinsically linked with the Swedish American Hall, serving as the sole 
tenant of basement for the past 108 years. 

The original interior of the Café du Nord has been incredibly well preserved and was recently 
restored. The current owners of the business worked with the historic preservation division of the 
Planning Department with the restoration of the interior of the Café du Nord. With their help, the 
interior was restored and returned as much as possible to the original state.   

The major interior original features of the bar that remain today are the stained wood boxed 
beam ceiling, the wainscoting and the bars. The back bar from 1908 was restored and remains in 
place, largely as it did when the bar opened. The original wainscoting of the bar was all restored 
and preserved and is painted in its original color which was discovered during the renovation. 
The front bar was restored with the original brass railings and copper kick plates remaining in 
place.  

As a part of the 18-month renovation, the interior of the Café du Nord was included in the 
landmark designation of the Swedish American Hall which now protects it.  

 

 
H.  How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, 

shut down, etc.?  

The Café du Nord sustains the Swedish American Hall and allows for the historic building to 
operate and be maintained. Losing the bar, would risk the financial stability of this landmark 
building.  

Moreover, closing one of San Francisco’s oldest bars and restaurants would be a loss, so much of 
Upper Market is so new and we are one of the few businesses established as the neighborhood 
was being built. In a city where everything is changing so quickly, we need to keep things that 
have endured for decades. 

There is also something special about bars that survived prohibition.  



 

CRITERION 3  

A. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.  

Café du Nord is recognized by its 1930s era art deco neon sign that has alerts passers-by to its 
presence in the Swedish American Hall. Descending down the stairs from Market Street, one is 
immediately immersed in the history of the Café du Nord. A large painting of legendary tenor, 
Enrico Carouso’s, mistress looks down at you as you enter. Arriving at the bottom, one 
immediately notices a fifty-five foot long bar of dark mahogany and bright metal. Sitting at the 
bar one notices a very ornamental back bar on which bottles of various spirits sit and have sat for 
more than 100 years. The room is surrounded by teal wainscoting and wallpaper from its opening 
era. The dimly lit room provides a small and large groups a space for conversation and cocktails 
largely the same as it did when it opened in 1908.  

 
B. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical 

traditions that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be 
changed in order to retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business 
model, goods and services, craft, culinary, or art forms)  

When the Café du Nord was up for sale in 2013, there were various users that wanted to use the 
space for something different than a bar. The current owners, Dylan MacNiven and Enrique 
Landa, bought the business to ensure that one of San Francisco’s oldest bars continued in place 
and in operation. That commitment is demonstrated by the substantial investment in the 
restoration of the space and a new business structure to ensure Café du Nord remains a bar for 
decades to come. 

When the business reopened the Café du Nord featured cocktails from each era of its operation, 
including typical cocktails that would have been served in 1908.  

Besides our cocktail program, we regularly host organizations that have made their home in the 
Swedish American Hall since it was opened. These Swedish and Scandinavian fraternal 
organizations are an integral part of the bar and San Francisco’s history. 

 

C. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special 
physical features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and 
interior physical characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. 
signage, murals, architectural details, neon signs, etc.).  



The Café du Nord has a commitment to maintain the interior of the business which provides 
most of its character. During the restoration and renovation, the ownership spent considerable 
time and resources restoring and maintaining the historic interior of the Café du Nord. That 
commitment extended to including the interior in the landmark designation of the building to 
ensure that it would be preserved for future generations. 

The renovation included the neon sign of the Café du Nord which dates from the 1930s. The 
large red neon arrow points down to the Café du Nord below. 

 
D. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the 

business for less than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation 
that demonstrates the current owner has maintained the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms.  

The landmark designation case report from November 2014 that confirms our ownership’s 
preservation and maintenance of the Café du Nord as a bar within a historic building.  
The case report can be found online here 
 
http://commissions.sfplanning.org/hpcpackets/2011.0910L.pdf 















































Legacy Business Registry 
November 2, 2016 Hearing  

 8 

2016-013034LBR; 2016-013037LBR; 2016-013038LBR; 2016-
013189LBR; 2016-013190LBR; 2016-013192LBR; 2016-013196LBR; 
2016-013233LBR; 2016-013257LBR; 2016-013261LBR; 2016-
013483LBR; 2016-013277LBR; 2016-013293LBR 

Filing Date: October 3, 2016 
Case No.: 2016-013189LBR 
Business Name: Café du Nord  
Business Address: 2170 Market Street 
Zoning: NCT (Upper Market Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/ 
 40-X and 50-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3542/062 
Applicant:  Enrique Landa, Partner 

2170 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener, District 8 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Café du Nord is a neighborhood bar and restaurant serving the Castro/Upper Market neighborhood. It is 
located in the newly restored Swedish American Hall on Market Street near Sanchez Street. The blended 
Scandinavian and Arts & Crafts influenced building is a three-story-over-basement social hall with 
commercial spaces at the ground floor and basement level constructed in 1907. The building was 
constructed to replace the Swedish Society’s former home that was lost in the 1906 Earthquake and Fire. 
The café was opened in 1908 originally as a saloon and billiards and was the first and only tenant of the 
basement commercial space within the Swedish American Hall, which for decades served as the center of 
Scandinavian Life when Duboce Triangle was a predominantly Nordic neighborhood. The Swedish 
American Hall has hosted an array of meetings and events for fraternal organizations and clubs, many of 
which continue to meet at the hall and at Café du Nord. The café’s 108 year life has proven to become an 
integral asset both to the Castro/Upper Market neighborhood and to San Francisco as a whole. Café du 
Nord is one of the oldest, continuously operating bars in San Francisco, is one of the few that survived 
prohibition, and has a rich history of hosting events and congregations of groups, organizations and 
individuals who hold a prominent place in San Francisco history. Additionally, Café du Nord 
continuously offers charitable donations to an array of organizations, hosts events for non-profits and 
Swedish Cultural organizations, and has partnered with local groups to create events and programming 
for the community.  
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1908 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Café du Nord qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 
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2016-013034LBR; 2016-013037LBR; 2016-013038LBR; 2016-
013189LBR; 2016-013190LBR; 2016-013192LBR; 2016-013196LBR; 
2016-013233LBR; 2016-013257LBR; 2016-013261LBR; 2016-
013483LBR; 2016-013277LBR; 2016-013293LBR 

i. Café du Nord has operated for 108 years. 

ii. Café du Nord has contributed to the Castro/Upper Market community’s history and 
identity by continuing to sustain the Swedish American Hall and allowing the 
historic building to operate and be maintained, and by continuing to be an integral 
part of San Francisco history through its legacy as a long standing bar, restaurant 
and host for community events and meetings.  

iii. Café du Nord is committed to maintaining the physical features that define its 
tradition as a bar and restaurant.   

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes. The business is associated with the tradition of providing a space for hosting events and 
meetings and with the tradition of serving craft cocktails and food.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The recently restored 1907 property has been evaluated by the Planning Department for 
potential historical significance. The property has been locally designated as San Francisco 
Landmark Number 267 for its association as the home of the Swedish Society of San Francisco 
(Criterion 1) and as an outstanding example of a type and period, its possession of high artistic 
values, and as the work of Swedish-born master architect, August Nordin. Thus, the property has 
been classified as a “Category A Property.” 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

Yes. The property is listed as San Francisco Landmark Number 267.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. The business has been cited in multiple publications, which include but are not limited to: 
KQED Arts, 3/1/2015, “Ghosts, Royals and Signing Swedes: 108 Years of the Swedish American 
Hall,” by Shelby Pope; and Hoodline, 6/16/2015, “Renovated Café Du Nord Reopens Wednesday 
at Swedish American Hall,” by Brian Ray.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 2170 Market Street   

 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Stained wood boxed beam ceiling 
• Wainscoting and wallpaper  
• 1908 ornamental back bar with original (restored) wainscoting 
• 55-foot long front bar made of dark mahogany with original brass railings and copper kick plates 
• 1930s-era Art Deco neon sign along Market Street 
• Staircase leading from Market Street to Café du Nord 
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2016-013034LBR; 2016-013037LBR; 2016-013038LBR; 2016-
013189LBR; 2016-013190LBR; 2016-013192LBR; 2016-013196LBR; 
2016-013233LBR; 2016-013257LBR; 2016-013261LBR; 2016-
013483LBR; 2016-013277LBR; 2016-013293LBR 

• Large painting of the mistress of legendary tenor Enrico Carouso  
 
Additional Recommended by Staff 

• Staff recommends that all interior and exterior features outlined in the landmark designation 
continue to be maintained  
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 810
HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 2, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013189LBR

Business Name: Cafe du Nord

Business Address: 2170 Market Street
Zoning: NTC (Upper Market Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/

40-X and 50-X Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 3542/062

Applicant: Enrique Landa, Partner

2170 Market Street

San Francisco, CA 94114
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener, District 8
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie. Cisneros@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission 5t.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fa>c:

415.558.649

Planing

Information:

415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMiVIISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR CAFE DU NORD,
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2170 MARKET STREET (BLOCK/LOT 3542/062).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Castro/Upper Market neighborhood's history and
identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 2, 2016, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.
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Resolution No. 810
November 2, 2016

CASE N0. 2016-013189LBR
2170 Market Street

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Cafe du Nord qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2)

as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued ~o contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Cafe du Nord

Location (if applicable)

` 2170 Market Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Stained wood boxed beam ceiling

• Wainscoting and wallpaper

• 1908 ornamental back bar wifh original (restored) wainscoting

• 55 foot long front bar made of dark mahogany with original brass railings and copper kick plates

• 1930s-era Art Deco neon sign along Market Street

• Staircase leading from Market Street to Cafe du Nord

• Large painting of the mistress of legendary tenor Enrico Carouso

• Staff recommends that all interior and exterior features outlined in the landmark designation continue

to be maintained

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission's findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a histarical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

013189LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED the istoric Preservation Commission

on November 2, 2016.

Q.r~~
Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Johns, Hasz, Hyland, Johnck, Pearlman, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: Matsuda

ADOPTED: November 2, 2016

SAN FRANCISCO 
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PUNNING DEPARTMENT


