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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
The Cove on Castro is a home-style diner serving traditional American fare since 1971. The family-owned
business is located on Castro Street between Market and 18th streets. After immigrating to the United States from
France via Egypt, the Darwish family took over the storefront at 434 Castro Street that had previously housed The
Norse Cove, a Norwegian deli. The Darwish family kept the Scandanavian deli theme but eventually introduced
table service to the restaurant in 1988. The diner has since become a community institution known for their
homemade soups, fresh bread, kindness, and compassion. As the demographics of the surrounding
neighborhood shifted in the 1970s, the business began catering to the area’s growing LGBTQ community. The
Cove on Castro soon became a welcoming meeting spot for queer activists and residents, including Harvey Milk,
Randy Shilts, Cleve Jones, Phyllis Martin and Del Lyon. During the AIDS crisis of the 1980s, the Cove on Castro
provided support for victims by holding fundraisers on behalf of Project Open Hand, participating in Dining Out for
Life to benefit the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, and serving as a judge for the Bare Chest Calendar and
Competition held at The Eagle. The Cove on Castro made perhaps its biggest impact by its display of care and
compassion to many of its customers who had become ill with HIV/AIDS. Owner and food server Solange
Darwish was known to send home large containers of soup with sick customers, had care packages of food
delivered to the ailing, and added cushions to make the restaurant’s wooden benches more comfortable for those
in pain. Over the years, The Cove on Castro collected photographs that represent the people and the culture of
the neighborhood, placing them on display for patrons to see. The photos originally decorated the interior walls of
the restaurant, but have since been digitally scanned and transformed into a slideshow named “All Gay All the
Time,” which plays on three television screens within the restaurant. Original photographs were donated to the
GLBT Historical Society. Since 1971, the family business has nourished the Castro community with old fashioned
American food, compassion, and Gay pride.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
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Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

434 Castro Street from 1971-Present (45 years).

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Castro neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 The Cove on Castro is associated with the tradition of serving traditional American diner fare with kindness
and compassion.

 The Cove on Castro has contributed to the Castro community’s history and identity by serving as a
neighborhood gathering spot and offering home-style meals in a welcoming and compassionate environment,
particularly for its largely LGTBQ customer base.

 The property, considered a “Category A” building, has been previously evaluated for its architectural
significance and was found to be a potential contributor to the California Register-eligible Castro Street
Historic District. Further evaluation is necessary to determine if the business or property is associated with
significant events or persons.

 The business is recommended as a destination in Betty & Pansy’s “severe queer review” of San Francisco
published in 1993, which is a guide to bars, clubs, restaurants, cruising areas, performing arts and other
queer attractions.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 Castro Times, February 1981, “Home Cooking at the Norse Cove,” by Gus Tremont.
 Castro Courier, August 2014, “Dining In at The Cove on Castro,” by Bill Sywak.
 OurTownSF.org, 1/26/2006, “Café captures Castro’s past,” by Roger Brigham.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, The Cove on Castro is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its legacy as
a neighborhood-serving restaurant and source of compassion and community pride.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that The Cove on Castro qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Traditional American fare and wide selection of soups.
 Storefront system (recessed entryway with two bay windows and blue tile).
 Photo display/digital slideshow.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include The Cove on Castro currently
located at 434 Castro Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code
Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE DECEMBER 12, 2016

THE COVE ON CASTRO

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-026
Business Name: The Cove on Castro
Business Address: 434 Castro Street
District: District 8
Applicant: Solange Darwish, President
Nomination Date: April 6, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR THE COVE
ON CASTRO, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 434 CASTRO STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 12, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes The Cove on Castro in the Legacy
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at The Cove on Castro:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Traditional American fare and wide selection of soups.
 Storefront system (recessed entryway with two bay windows and blue tile).
 Photo display/digital slideshow.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
December 12, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2015-16-026
Business Name: The Cove on Castro
Business Address: 434 Castro Street
District: District 8
Applicant: Solange Darwish, President
Nomination Date: April 6, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

434 Castro Street from 1971-Present (45 years).

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 17, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet













The Cove on Castro
Historical Narrative

CRITERION 1

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San
Francisco to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with
multiple locations, include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including
whether it was the business’s founding and or headquartered location) and the opening
dates and locations of all other locations.

Since its inception in June of 1971, the Darwish Family has owned and operated this
neighborhood diner and has been through all the changes that affected the area. The original
three owners/operators were Leon and Germaine Darwish (my parents) and David Darwish (my
brother).

The original name of the establishment was "The Norse Cove" which was the name of the deli
that my Parents acquired from a Norwegian Family composed of a mother, (Astrid Karlsen) and
her two daughters. As recent emigrants to the United States, my parents were fearful to
implement any changes to the business and that included keeping the name as is, even though
we were the furthest thing from Scandinavian descent. The business was originally conceived
as a "Scandinavian Deli" showcasing all types of deli meats and salads (see photos). The
hanging menu board behind the deli counter showed the price for a sandwich to be $1.25 and a
salad for $0.35. It featured a central community table for singles to eat communally. The
customers would come to the deli case and order their sandwich and salad and they would help
themselves to the drinks from the cooler behind. A food runner would bring the food to them.
The business operated on the "honor system" whereby the customers were not issued any
checks but rather would go to the cashier and tell what they drank and ate so they could be rung
up and pay the bill.

Soon the neighborhood changed dramatically with the influx of a large gay population from
throughout the United States and the world. The spot became known as "The Cove" for short.
The business continued for about 14 years under that ownership until my father became sick
and my mother wanted to retire and stay with him. My mother sold her share of the business to
one of the long-term employees in March of 1985, Mordechai Lichtenstein, who became
partners with my brother, David Darwish. The name of the business remained "The Norse
Cove." My father, Leon, passed away in October of 1985.

When David Darwish wanted to move on and open another business venture, he sold his share
of the business to us, Solange and Maurice Darwish. This new partnership started in March of
1988 whereupon the name of the business was slightly changed to "The Cove Café." At this
juncture, the business changed to a table service format which has not changed to this day.

The partnership applied for Subchapter (S) status and was incorporated on May 1st 1996 as
The Cove Inc. dba The Cove Café with both Solange Darwish and Mordechai Lichtenstein as
shareholders. This new entity remained in place until March of 2004 when Mordechai
Lichtenstein wanted to retire from the business and Solange and Maurice Darwish acquired
100% of the shares. The name of the business was changed one more time to "The Cove on
Castro" which it has remained since that time.

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San
Francisco for more than six months?

Not applicable.



c. Is the business a family owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.

The Darwish Family has owned and operated this neighborhood diner since June 1971. The
original three owners/operators were Leon and Germaine Darwish and David Darwish, and the
present owners are Solange and Maurice Darwish.

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner
or a family owned business.

The Cove on Castro is a family-owned business.

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for
less than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of
the business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years.
Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help
demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current ownership.

Photographs and news articles document that the business has been in operation for more than
30 years.

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property
associated with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources
registry.

We do not know if the property at 434 Castro is listed in any local, state or federal historic
resources registry.

The business is located directly across The Castro Theatre, a popular San Francisco Palace which
became San Francisco Historic Landmark #100 in September 1976. Located at 429 Castro Street in
the Castro District, it was built in 1922 with a Spanish Colonial Baroque façade. Its designer,
Timothy L. Pflueger, also designed Oakland's Paramount Theater and other movie theaters in
California in that period. The theater has over 1,400 seats (approx 800 downstairs and 600 in the
balcony). When giving directions to people, we use the “located directly across the Castro Theater”
sentence.

CRITERION 2

a. Describe the business’s contribution to the history and/or identity of the
neighborhood, community or San Francisco.

The business is located in the heart of the “gay mecca” of San Francisco, steps away from the
Harvey Milk Plaza where the Gay Flag flaps proudly in the wind and across the Historic Castro
Theater. The Cove catered to the largely gay customer base living in the immediate
neighborhood and was a meeting ground for gay activists in the seventies and eighties.

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood,
the City, or the business industry?

Many of the gay activists such as Harvey Milk, Randy Shilts, Cleve Jones, Phyllis Martin and
Del Lyon frequented The Cove during the seventies and eighties.

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business
trade publication, media, historical documents?



The Norse Cove is mentioned in Chapter 25, page 171 of Lou Kief’s book “Let no stranger wait
outside your door,” published May 4th, 2013. It is a fascinating tale about the history of San
Francisco from the 1849 gold rush through the murders of mayor, George Moscone and the
city’s first openly gay politician, Harvey Milk, to the devastation caused by AIDS.

In Betty & Pansy’s “severe queer review” of San Francisco published in 1993 – an irreverent,
opinionated guide to the bars, clubs, restaurants, cruising areas, performing arts and other
attractions of the queer mecca – The Cove Café and its staff is listed as one of the places to go
to when in the Castro (page 126).

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?

Harvey Milk used to be a patron of The Cove Café back in the mid seventies. His camera store
(San Francisco Landmark #227) was located down the street at 573-575 Castro Street. Another
less frequent diner is Armistead Maupin, the author of Tales of The City series of novels which
were made into a TV series in 1993. Over the years, actors, playwrights and musicians such as
Paul Rudnick, Stanley Kamel, Robin Williams and Santana have enjoyed the fare at The Cove.

Cleve Jones is a frequent diner. He conceived the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt which
has become, at 54 tons, the world’s largest piece of community folk art as of 2009. Cleve wrote
a letter of support to The Cove.

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?

During the late eighties and early nineties The Cove and its staff held three fund raisers on
behalf of Project Open Hand headed by Joe Caruso at the time. The Cove has consistently
joined the Dining Out For Life effort which supports the SF AIDS Foundation. Solange
supported the Bare Chest Calendar and was a Judge in the competition held at The Eagle. In
addition The Cove is part of the "Every Penny Counts" and has raised in excess of $13,500 to
date.

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.

The community surrounding The Cove has remained mainly LGBTQ since the early seventies.
Over the years, a small influx of straight residents have moved into the neighborhood. Today,
one can see families with young children walking through the neighborhood on the weekends.

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/ object/or
interior?

The business is located in a Victorian built in 1909 that, according to the records, was a
residential building with 35 rooms, 11 units with 11 bathrooms. At some point in the 1940s or
50s, the ground floor was changed to a commercial space where the Café is currently located.

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated,
shut down, etc.?

The building housing The Cove has been with The Gordon Family since the early thirties. We
are not aware of any immediate threat to the displacement of The Cove or the sale of the
property. The Cove has historically been a meeting place for the gay community at large where
one can get a good meal at a reasonable price. In the early years, many single gay men felt
safe, welcome and at home when visiting The Cove. The central community table allowed for
complete strangers to strike up conversations easily. The wait staff has remained loyal to The
Cove, the neighborhood and its residents. Of the six waiters on the staff, one has been here for
over 30 years, another over 25 years and two more over 20 years. Long lasting bonds have



been established between the staff and the clientele. Closing or moving the business would be
a hard blow to all the long time residents as attested by the letters of support.

CRITERION 3

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.

The Cove's interior walls were covered with 8 x 10 photographs featuring a cross section of its
extensive clientele. It reached the point where we ran out of space and we decided to scan all
the photos and play them on three newly installed TV monitors. Many of these photos date back
to the seventies and eighties. In addition to old photographs, the monitors feature videos of old
San Francisco as well as entertaining clips on a variety of topics.

The Cove has become the kitchen away from home for many of its patrons. The food is home-
cooked American style cuisine that continues to this day (meatloaf, roasted turkey, chicken fried
steak, etc.). One can enjoy a selection of four daily soups all cooked from scratch by the
talented kitchen where the main chef has been with us for over 30 years. Many of our guests
eat two meals a day and we have patrons that continually remind us of when they were coming
in the early seventies.

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical
traditions that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed
in order to retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and
services, craft, culinary, or art forms)

The business has been defined by the traditional American fare dating back to the fifties. The
Cove is known for its Eggs Benedict and its incomparable Hollandaise. On weekends there are
always four styles of Benedicts to choose from: San Francisco (smoked trout), New York
(smoked salmon), Mexican (chorizo, salsa & avocado), Irish (house made corned beef hash.)

Traditional meatloaf with mashed potato and gravy, Chicken fried steak, beef liver and onions
are items that are seldom found on menus and yet The Cove clientele continues to crave them.
The Cove is also known for its vast selection of home soups, always made from fresh
ingredients from scratch, starting with the chicken soup, the vegan bean soups, clam chowder,
chickpea, mushroom, spinach, broccoli, albondigas, carrot ginger and many more.

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.) Does the building occupied by the business relate to the
immediate neighborhood?

The business is housed in a Victorian built around 1909 and that was recently repainted to its
original colors. The immediate neighborhood is full of Victorians artfully restored to their original
splendor. The entrance to The Cove has the classic look of a recessed center door with two bay
windows which have the most coveted tables in the café for people watching. The tiled walkway
to the entrance dates back to 1909.

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for
less than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates
the current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental
documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the
business prior to current ownership.

Not applicable.



Section Five: Historical Documents, Photos and 
Memorabilia 

Please find attached, photographs from the 1970s and 1980s showing my parents and 
brother in action in the deli. The dining room features dark wood paneling on the walls 
which I believe was the style in the late sixties. My sister, Daniele, also had a helping 
hand in the operation during her summer vacations. Find also a menu for "The Cove 
Café" from 1988. Also attached is an article by Gus Tremont from the Castro Times of 
February 1981 with an article titled "Home cooking at The Norse Cove." Also a copy of 
an old business telephone reference book showing the listing for NORSE COVE 
delicatessen, the name Astrid Karlsen and the address 434 Castro Street. A more recent 
article by Bill Sywak in the Castro Courier of August 2014 titled "Dining at The Cove on 
Castro" reviews the history of The Cove and its roots in the neighborhood. An article in 
The Bay Area Reporter of Januray26, 2006 by Roger Brigham details the history of the 
photo collection that were covering the walls at The Cove and their subsequent scanning 
by long time patrons, Bill Sanderson and Andy Wysocki. The scanned images are 
playing on the three TV monitors hanging on the walls. Currently long time friends and 
patrons Kevin MacLaughlin and Kevin Cox are maintaining the constantly changing 
videos and slide shows on the three monitors. Finally we have attached numerous letters 
of support from our vast community of customers in support of our application. 

Solange Darwish 

Maurice darwish 

oiNe S 20/d  
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Filing Date: October 17, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013557LBR

Business Name: The Cove on Castro

Business Address: 434 Castro Street

Zoning: NCD (Castro Street Neighborhood Commercial)

65-B Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 2647/004

Applicant: Solange Darwish, President

434 Castro Street

San Francisco, CA 94114

Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener, District 8

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

The Cove on Castro is a home-style diner serving traditional American fare since 1971. The family-owned

business is located in a three-story commercial over residential Edwardian building on Castro Street

between Market Street and 18th Street. After immigrating to the United States from France via Egypt, the

Darwish family took over the storefront at 434 Castro Street that had previously housed The Norse Cove,

a Norwegian deli. The Darwish family kept the Scandanavian deli theme but eventually introduced table

service to the restaurant in 1988. The diner has since become a community institution known for their

homemade soups, fresh bread, kindness, and compassion. As the demographics of the surrounding

neighborhood shifted in the 1970s, the business began catering to the area’s growing LGBTQ community.

The Cove on Castro soon became a welcoming meeting spot for queer activists and residents, including

well-known change agents, Harvey Milk, Randy Shilts, Cleve Jones, Phyllis Martin and Del Lyon. During

the AIDS crisis of the 1980s, the Cove on Castro provided support for victims by holding fundraisers on

behalf of Project Open Hand, participating in Dining Out for Life to benefit the San Francisco AIDS

Foundation, and serving as a judge for the Bare Chest Calendar and Competition held at The Eagle. The

Cove on Castro made perhaps its biggest impact by its display of care and compassion to many of its

customers who had become ill with HIV/AIDS. Owner and food server, Solange Darwish, was known to

send home large containers of soup with sick customers, had care packages of food delivered to the

ailing, and added cushions to make the restaurant’s wooden benches more comfortable for those in pain.

Over the years, The Cove on Castro collected photographs that represent the people and the culture of the

neighborhood, placing them on display for patrons to see. The photos originally decorated the interior

walls of the restaurant, but have since been digitally scanned and transformed into a slideshow named

“All Gay All the Time,” which plays on three television screens within the restaurant. Original

photographs were donated to the GLBT Historical Society. Since 1971, the family business has nourished

the Castro community with old fashioned American food, compassion, and Gay pride.
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STAFF ANALYSIS

Review Criteria

1. When was business founded?

1971

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes, The Cove on Castro qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all

of the eligibility Criteria:

i. The Cove on Castro has operated for 45 years.

ii. The Cove on Castro has contributed to the Castro community’s history and identity

by serving as a neighborhood gathering spot and offering home-style meals in a

welcoming and compassionate environment, particularly for its largely LGTBQ

customer base.

iii. The Cove on Castro is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions

that define its legacy as a neighborhood-serving restaurant and source of compassion

and community pride.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

Yes. The business is associated with the tradition of serving traditional American diner fare with

kindness and compassion.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

The property has been previously evaluated for its architectural significance and was found to be

a potential contributor to the California Register-eligible Castro Street Historic District. Further

evaluation is necessary to determine if the business or property is associated with significant

events or persons.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

The property is considered a “Category A” building and is a contributor to the California

Register-eligible Castro Street Historic District.

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No.

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. The business has been cited in multiple publications, which include but are not limited to:

Castro Times, February 1981, “Home Cooking at the Norse Cove,” by Gus Tremont; Castro

Courier, August 2014, “Dining In at The Cove on Castro,” by Bill Sywak; OurTownSF.org,

1/26/2006, “Café captures Castro’s past,” by Roger Brigham.

The business is also recommended as a destination in Betty & Pansy’s “severe queer review” of

San Francisco published in 1993, which is a guide to bars, clubs, restaurants, cruising areas,
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2016-014209LBR; 2016-013529LBR; 2016-013530LBR; 2016-013557LBR;

2016-014320LBR; 2016-013558LBR; 2016-013561LBR; 2016-013587LBR;

2016-013588LBR; 2016-014214LBR; 2016-013591LBR; 2016-013782LBR;

2016-013785LBR; 2016-013788LBR; 2016-013922LBR

performing arts and other queer attractions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:

434 Castro Street

Recommended by Applicant

Traditional American fare and wide selection of soups

Storefront system (recessed entryway with two bay windows and blue tile)

Photo display/digital slideshow

Additional Recommended by Staff

Logo
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Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 16, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013557LBR

Business Name: The Cove on Castro

Business Address: 434 Castro Street

Zoning: NCD (Castro Street Neighborhood Commercial)

65-B Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 2647/004

Applicant: Solange Darwish, President

434 Castro Street

San Francisco, CA 94114

Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener, District 8

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE COVE ON

CASTRO, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 434 CASTRO STREET (BLOCK/LOT 2647/004).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Castro neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 16, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.
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CASE NO. 2016-013557LBR

The Cove on Castro

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

the Cove on Castro qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for the Cove on Castro.

Location (if applicable)

434 Castro Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Traditional American fare and wide selection of soups

Storefront system (recessed entryway with two bay windows and blue tile)

Photo display/digital slideshow

Logo

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

013557LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on November 16, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ADOPTED:


