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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Britex Fabrics is a European-style fabric store located in San Francisco’s Union Square that has offered a large
selection of fabrics, ribbons, buttons and trims for 62 years. The family-owned business was founded by Polish
immigrant Martin Spector who had worked as a fabric merchant in Poland and New York before moving to San
Francisco. Spector ran a Britex Fabrics in New York from 1939 to 1952 before relocating to San Francisco and
reopening the store in its second city. Britex Fabrics opened on 178 Geary Street in 1952 and in 1964 moved to
its current location at 146 Geary Street. The store features floor-to-ceiling wall of woolens spanning the 120-foot
wall stretching from Geary Street to Maiden Lane, and its large selection of textiles include designs from all over
the world with a special emphasis on European fabrics. The business serves a variety of customers, including
local and visiting couturiers, professional tailors, dressmakers, home sewers, crafters, and students. As a popular
choice for local designers and famous performers, Britex Fabrics has been featured at countless San Francisco
galas, events, and theatrical performances. The business also offers free monthly tours and regular educational
workshops, hosts fieldtrips for schoolchildren, and donates materials to local schools. In 1966, Martin passed
away, leaving the business to his Austrian-born wife, Lucy, who carried on and expanded the success of the
business until 1976 when their daughter, Sharman Spector, took over the business which she continues to
operate to this day. Arguably the most comprehensive high-end fabric store in the city, Britex Fabrics is also one
of the last small, family-owned businesses in the Union Square area.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

178 Geary Street from 1952-1964 (12 years)
146 Geary Street from 1964-Present (52 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
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Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Union Square neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 Britex Fabrics is associated with the art and tradition of managing a European-style fabric shop, offering a
wide variety of textiles and fabrics for a variety of clientele ranging from professional designers to students
and home sewers.

 Britex Fabrics has contributed to the identity of Union Square and to the history of the local fashion
community by serving as an iconic European-style fabric shop and offering a wide selection of textiles and
high-end fabrics for purchase.

 The property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical significance.
The property is considered a “Category A Property” that is eligible for listing in the California Register and
National Register. It is a contributing building to the Article 11 Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter Conservation
District. The property has also been identified in the LGBTQ Historic Context Statement for its association
with LGBTQ history as a popular gay cruising area from the 1940s to the 1980s.

 On March 25, 2002, the Board of Supervisors issued a Certificate of Honor to Lucy Spector for her “incredible
work over the past five decades at Britex Fabrics” and in recognition of the contributions the small business
has made to Union Square. Also in 2002, the Board of Supervisors issues a proclamation declaring April 15th
as “Lucy Spector Day” in San Francisco, noting Britex Fabrics as the “Tiffany’s of fabric stores.”

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 San Francisco Chronicle, 7/9/2012, “Britex at 60: The fabric of our lives in S.F.,” by Julian Guthrie.
 San Francisco Chronicle, 10/6/2016, “Britex move to rip hole in Union Square’s fabric,” by J.K. Dineen.
 SF Gate, 10/11/2016, “Britex landlord wants retailer to stay in its longtime home,” by J.K. Dineen.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, Britex Fabrics is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its tradition of
selling high-end textiles and fabrics in its Union Square location.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Britex Fabrics qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry
under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical
features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Large and diverse inventory of quality fabrics.
 European-style fabric store with a 120-foot wall of wool, arranged in a spectrum of color that spans the length

of the store.
 Two featured entrances: one on Geary Street and one on Maiden Lane.
 Window displays on Geary Street and Maiden Lane.
 Historic neon red sign.
 Quality, personalized style of customer service.
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 Store front signage, including both iconic red projecting sign and gold lettering on storefront.
 Union Square location.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Britex Fabrics currently located at
146 Geary Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE DECEMBER 12, 2016

BRITEX FABRICS

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-025
Business Name: Britex Fabrics
Business Address: 146 Geary Street
District: District 3
Applicant: Sharman Spector, Owner
Nomination Date: September 30, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR BRITEX
FABRICS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 146 GEARY STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 12, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Britex Fabrics in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Britex Fabrics:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Large and diverse inventory of quality fabrics.
 European-style fabric store with a 120-foot wall of wool, arranged in a spectrum of color that spans the length

of the store.
 Two featured entrances: one on Geary Street and one on Maiden Lane.
 Window displays on Geary Street and Maiden Lane.
 Historic neon red sign.
 Quality, personalized style of customer service.
 Store front signage, including both iconic red projecting sign and gold lettering on storefront.
 Union Square location.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
December 12, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2016-17-025
Business Name: Britex Fabrics
Business Address: 146 Geary Street
District: District 3
Applicant: Sharman Spector, Owner
Nomination Date: September 30, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

178 Geary Street from 1952-1964 (12 years)
146 Geary Street from 1964-Present (52 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 17, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:
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Britex at 60: The fabric of our lives in S.F.

LIFE STUDIES Britex at 60 - tailor-made for S.F.'s creative set

By Julian Guthrie

Updated 12:03 pm, Monday, July 9, 2012

Over near the bolts of cotton quilting fabric on the third floor stands Melody Chan Doss,

who started at Britex in 1979 as a cashier and learned "from the ground up." She takes

pride in the fabric, describing a cheerful new line of organic cottons as "happy family

members that all get along."

Not far away is Maya Gorokhovskaya, who was hired at Britex 23 years ago speaking

only a few words of English and is now known as the "Button Lady," and loves any

button that sparkles.

On the first floor, near the "wall of wool," stands Ina Zholudova, whose eyes well with

emotion as she talks about Britex as a place where imagination meets possibility, where

the color and richness of America contrasted to the bleakness of all she had known in

Ukraine.

Britex, the sewing and fabric emporium opened on Union Square in 1952 by Polish

immigrant Martin Spector and his Austrian wife, Lucy, is celebrating 60 years in San

Francisco. It has managed to thrive through changing times, from the era of home-

economics classes to a time when customers tap their smart phones or tablets to explain

fabric and design ideas.

And through it all, the shop has stayed in the family. It is now run by daughter Sharman

Spector.



"We are still about good old-fashioned service and old-fashioned charm," Sharman

Spector said. "But we are also very modern. We get a lot of do-it-yourselfers and,

seasonally, the Burning Man crowd. We are constantly evolving."

Taking a tour of the four floors, starting at the top, Spector showed off the discounted

remnants, faux fur, pillow forms, netting and athletic fabric.

"This floor is where you find a lot of the costume makers and the Burning Man people,"

she said. "Our faux fur is especially popular."

On the third floor, she rhapsodized about the ribbons, from classic grosgrain to the

hand-dyed silks and velvets, and the embellishments, including tassels, lace, silk flowers

and hairpieces. She showed off the purse handles and the iron-on patches for everyone

from military to kids. And, she stopped at the button counter, with 75,000 styles of

buttons.

"I started in the ribbons department, then I moved to trim, and now I'm the queen of

buttons," laughed Gorokhovskaya. "I walk down the street and people say, 'That's the

button lady!' I love all the buttons, though I particularly love anything with rhinestones.

The sparklier, the better."

She added, "When I first came to apply for this job, I was afraid to even walk in. But I

met Sharman's mom, Lucy, and she was from Austria and she gave me a chance. She

really gave me a new life."

Heading to the second floor, Spector passed by the perfectly rolled bolts of cotton and

linen, and fabric for upholstery and drapes.

"I love the creativity here, and the way we try to help customers," said Doss. "We do

have a lot of people come in with their iPads, and we work with them. But we also tell

them this is a human process. We are not barcoded. There is creativity and imagination

that goes into this. I love working with customers, whether they are here for a quarter of

a yard of fabric, or for thousands of yards of fabric."



Back on the first floor, Spector stood just inside the front door.

"My parents came out to San Francisco on vacation and saw this place and my father

said, 'We are taking that store.' One of the first things my dad did was to create a 'wall of

wool,' which we have today."

When Martin Spector died in 1966, Lucy Spector set about enlarging the business.

"My mother really introduced the magic of European fabrics," Spector said.

Standing nearby was Zholudova, who landed her first job in America at Britex.

"Twenty-two years here," she said, nodding her head. "It has changed a lot, but it is still

a family business. It is a mecca. I look at all of the colors and fabric and feel happy. To

me, it is a place where art happens."

Britex

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 146 Geary St., S.F. (415) 392-2910. www.britexfabrics.com.
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Sharman Spector poses for a picture at the 60 years old store Britex Fabrics she owns

in San Francisco, CA on May 4, 2012. The family shop opened in 1952 by her parents

Polish immigrants Martin and Lucy Spector. Many of the store employees had worked

for the company for many years including Melody Doss, who has been with Britex for 33

years, "Button Lady," Maya Gorokhovskaya and Douglas Davis has been here for 23

years.
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Sharman Spector shows a colorful fabric.
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Basket with scarves by the register at Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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Sharman Spector owns the 60th years old store Britex Fabrics in San Francisco, CA.
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Sharman Spector shows a lace fabric sold at Britex Fabrics
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"Button Lady," Maya Gorokhovskaya take a brief moment to pose for a picture by the

button's wall at Britex Fabrics store she works for 23 years on May 4, 2012.
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Sixty years old San Francisco, CA store Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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Sixty years old San Francisco, CA store Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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Sixty years old San Francisco, CA store Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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Sharman Spector poses for a picture at the 60 years old store Britex Fabrics she owns

in San Francisco, CA on May 4, 2012. The family shop opened in 1952 by her parents

Polish immigrants Martin and Lucy Spector.
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Sixty years old San Francisco, CA store Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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Sixty years old San Francisco, CA store Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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Sixty years old San Francisco, CA store Britex Fabrics on May 4, 2012.
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"Button Lady," Maya Gorokhovskaya take a brief moment to pose for a picture by the

button's wall at Britex Fabrics store she works for 23 years on May 4, 2012.

Julian Guthrie is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. E-mail:

jguthrie@sfchronicle.com
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Filing Date: October 17, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013529LBR

Business Name: Britex Fabrics

Business Address: 146 Geary Street

Zoning: C-3-R (Downtown Retail)

80-130-F Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0309/007

Applicant: Sharman Spector

146 Geary Street

San Francisco, CA 94108

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Britex Fabrics is a European-style fabric store located in San Francisco’s Union Square that has offered a

large selection of fabrics, ribbons, buttons and trims for 62 years. The family-owned business was

founded by Polish immigrant, Martin Spector, who had worked as a fabric merchant in Poland and New

York before moving to San Francisco. Spector ran a Britex Fabrics in New York from 1939 to 1952 before

relocating to San Francisco and reopening the store in its second city. Britex Fabrics opened on 178 Geary

Street in 1952 and in 1964, moved to its current location at 146 Geary Street. Located in a historic 1907

four-story commercial building designed by Hemenway & Miller, the store features floor-to-ceiling wall

of woolens spanning the 120-foot wall stretching from Geary Street to Maiden Lane, and its large

selection of textiles include designs from all over the world with a special emphasis on European fabrics.

The business serves a variety of customers, including local and visiting couturiers, professional tailors,

dressmakers, home sewers, crafters, and students. As a popular choice for local designers and famous

performers, Britex Fabrics has been featured at countless San Francisco galas, events, and theatrical

performances. The business also offers free monthly tours and regular educational workshops, hosts

fieldtrips for schoolchildren, and donates materials to local schools. In 1966, Martin passed away, leaving

the business to his Austrian-born wife, Lucy, who carried on and expanded the success of the business

until 1976 when their daughter, Sharman Spector, took over the business which she continues to operate

to this day. Arguably the most comprehensive high-end fabric store in the city, Britex Fabrics is also one

of the last small, family-owned businesses in the Union Square area.

STAFF ANALYSIS

Review Criteria

1. When was business founded?

1952

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes, Britex Fabrics qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the
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eligibility Criteria:

i. Britex Fabrics has operated for 62 years.

ii. Britex Fabrics has contributed to the identity of Union Square and to the history of

the local fashion community by serving as an iconic European-style fabric shop and

offering a wide selection of textiles and high-end fabrics for purchase.

iii. Britex Fabrics is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define its tradition of selling high-end textiles and fabrics in its Union Square

location.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

The business is associated with the art and tradition of managing a European-style fabric shop,

offering a wide variety of textiles and fabrics for a variety of clientele ranging from professional

designers to students and home sewers.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

Yes. The property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential

historical significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” that is eligible for

listing in the California Register and National Register. It is a contributing building to the Article

11 Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter Conservation District. The property has also been identified in

the LGBTQ Historic Context Statement for its association with LGBTQ history as a popular gay

cruising area from the 1940s to the 1980s.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

Yes. The property is a contributing building to the Article 11 Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter

Conservation District.

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

Yes. The property at 146 Geary Street was mentioned on page 96 of the LGBTQ Historic Context

Statement for its association with LGBTQ history as a popular gay cruising area from the 1940s to

the 1980s.

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. Britex Fabrics has been featured in several media outlets including but not limited to: San

Francisco Chronicle, 7/9/2012, “Britex at 60: The fabric of our lives in S.F.,” by Julian Guthrie; San

Francisco Chronicle, 10/6/2016, “Britex move to rip hole in Union Square’s fabric,” by J.K. Dineen;

SF Gate, 10/11/2016, “Britex landlord wants retailer to stay in its longtime home,” by J.K. Dineen.

On March 25, 2002, the Board of Supervisors issued a Certificate of Honor to Lucy Spector for her

“incredible work over the past five decades at Britex Fabric” and in recognition of the

contributions the small business has made to Union Square. Also in 2002, the Board of

Supervisors issues a proclamation declaring April 15th as “Lucy Spector Day” in San Francisco,

noting Britex Fabrics as the “Tiffany’s of fabric stores.”
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Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:

146 Geary Street

Recommended by Applicant

Large and diverse inventory of quality fabrics

European-style fabric store with a 120-foot wall of wool, arranged in a spectrum of color that

spans the length of the store

Features two entrances: one on Geary and one on Maiden Lane

Window displays on Geary and Maiden Lane

Historic neon red sign

Quality, personalized style of customer service

Additional Recommended by Staff

Store front signage, including both iconic red projecting sign and gold lettering on storefront

Union Square location



www.sfplanning.org

Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 16, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013529LBR

Business Name: Britex Fabrics

Business Address: 146 Geary Street

Zoning: C-3-R (Downtown Retail)

80-130-F Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0309/007

Applicant: Sharman Spector

146 Geary Street

San Francisco, CA 94108

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR BRITEX FABRIC,

CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 146 GEARY STREET (BLOCK/LOT 0309/007).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Union Square neighborhood and San Francisco’s

history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 16, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.
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CASE NO. 2016-013529LBR

Britex Fabrics

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Britex Fabrics qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2)

as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Britex Fabrics.

Location (if applicable)

146 Geary Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Large and diverse inventory of quality fabrics

European-style fabric store with a 120-foot wall of wool, arranged in a spectrum of color that spans the

length of the store

Features two entrances: one on Geary and one on Maiden Lane

Window displays on Geary and Maiden Lane

Historic neon red sign

Quality, personalized style of customer service

Store front signage, including both iconic red projecting sign and gold lettering on storefront

Union Square location

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

013529LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on November 16, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ADOPTED:


