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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE OCTOBER 24, 2016

ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK PIZZA

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-055
Business Name: Escape From New York Pizza
Business Address: 1737 Haight Street
District: District 5
Applicant: Timothy Parker, Owner
Nomination Date: March 9, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Escape from New York Pizza is a local pizza shop in the Haight-Ashbury founded in 1986 that prides itself in its
New York style pizza, its unique business model and its practice of giving to local charities. The original location
of the business is at 1737 Haight Street, and it has expanded to four other locations. Escape from New York
Pizza has a unique slow-growth philosophy and business model that opts to share its success with employees.
They also contribute to local charities and organizations that benefit the community and the greater San Francisco
area. The business has regularly donated to Homeless Youth Outreach, United Playaz and McKinley Elementary
School’s afterschool programs.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

1737 Haight Street from 1986-Present (30 years)

Other locations:
333 Bush Street #104
715 Harrison Street
3242 22nd Street
2109 Polk Street

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood’s history and identity.
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The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 The business is associated with the craft of making New York style pizza and the tradition of following an
employee-based business model that offers investment opportunities to employees.

 The original location at 1737 Haight Street is a 1910 property that has been evaluated by the Planning
Department for potential historical significance. The property has been found to be a “Category A Property”
that is located within the California Register-eligible Haight-Ashbury Historic District.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 Say It Better Podcast, August 23, 2008, “The Art of Being Partners & Friends,” by Kare Anderson
 SF Gate, November 30, 2001, “An escape from the usual pizza places/Geffner brings bit of Big Apple to

SF,” by Lord Martine.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Escape From New York Pizza qualifies for the Legacy
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below
listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 The tradition of practicing a unique, employee centered business model which has proven to be both

successful and beneficial to its employees and the community.

In addition, the following is recommended for safeguarding by Legacy Business Program staff:
 New York style pizza.
 20 x 15 foot original mural in the Works Progress Administration) style at the Bush Street location.
 Unique designs and/or design themes for each of the restaurants.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Escape from New York Pizza
currently located at 1737 Haight Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under
Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE OCTOBER 24, 2016

ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK PIZZA

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-055
Business Name: Escape From New York Pizza
Business Address: 1737 Haight Street
District: District 5
Applicant: Timothy Parker, Owner
Nomination Date: March 9, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR ESCAPE
FROM NEW YORK PIZZA, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1737 HAIGHT STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, and the Small Business Commission finds that
the business has significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and,
if not included in the Registry, the business would face a significant risk of displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on October 24, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Escape From New York Pizza in the
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Escape From New York Pizza:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 New York style pizza.
 The tradition of practicing a unique, employee centered business model which has proven to be both

successful and beneficial to its employees and the community.
 20 x 15 foot original mural in the Works Progress Administration) style at the Bush Street location.
 Unique designs and/or design themes for each of the restaurants.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
October 24, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2015-16-055
Business Name: Escape From New York Pizza
Business Address: 1737 Haight Street
District: District 5
Applicant: Timothy Parker, Owner
Nomination Date: March 9, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

Operation start date verified in SF OpenData: August 29, 1986.

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: September 3, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program

Legacy
Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet
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President, Board of Supervisor 

District 5 

 

City and County of San Francisco 

 
 

LONDON N. BREED 
 

 
Wednesday, March 9th, 2016 
 
Office of Small Business 
Small Business Commission 
City Hall, Suite 110 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to nominate Escape from New York Pizza at 1737 Haight Street for the Legacy 
Business Registry Program.  
 
Escape from New York has been a staple of the Haight community since its founding in 1986. 
While many changes have occurred in the neighborhood since then, their restaurants continue 
to be known for their quality food and service.  
 
They have proved themselves to be an asset to the community. Their business model emphasizes 
residents over profits, opting to share the company’s successes with employees and the 
neighborhood. Many employees have become shareholders of the chain through their loyal 
service. As well, they are constantly thinking of ways to give back to the community. Regularly, 
they donate food to organizations such as Homeless Youth Outreach, United Playaz, and 
McKinley Elementary’s afterschool programs. 
 
I am proud to nominate Escape from New York Pizza for the Legacy Business Registry Program, 
and I know that they are excited about this opportunity as well. Their co-owner, Timothy 
Parker, can be contacted at: (415) 260-1028 or pepperoniface@gmail.com.  
 
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to my office at (415) 
554-7630 or BreedStaff@sfgov.org. Thank you for your consideration.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
President London Breed 
Board of Supervisors 
City & County of San Francisco 
 

mailto:pepperoniface@gmail.com
mailto:BreedStaff@sfgov.org






Legacy Application for Escape From New York Pizza

Escape from New York Pizza is an iconic San Francisco business that was begun in 1986 by the original
partners Paul Geffner and Joe Goldmark who are still active in the business.

Paul and Joe were both involved in starting Captain Video, the first chain of video rental stores in
Northern California. Captain Video was founded in 1980. As the video business imploded, Paul and Joe
recognized the need to be involved in a business that had less exposure to technological innovation.
Paul had helped his brother Phil begin Escape From New York Pizza (named for Phil’s favorite movie) in
1985. Together they created a recipe for great pizza using only fresh ingredients and handmade dough
and a business that mirrored pizza by the slice restaurants in New York City, where they grew up. Joe
Goldmark went on to become one of the founding partners of Amoeba Music, the seminal independent
record store on Haight and Shrader streets.

Escape From New York Pizza has a slow growth philosophy, preferring to give opportunities to the best
employees to expand the business in San Francisco, as opposed to reaching for outside money and
pursuing growth for growth’s sake.

The Haight Street store has weathered many changes in the neighborhood and has gone on to become
famous world-wide for its great pizza and its entertaining celebrity “Wall of Fame.” The store was built
in 1986 with the unique corrugated metal exterior that is a pronounced landmark in the upper Haight.
Inside, granite and corrugated metal were used to imply a sense of a New York City pizza store that
landed in San Francisco.

More importantly, Escape From New York Pizza represents a set of business ideals that support the
welfare of the community that it services. Although we do not publicize it, part of our business mission is
to feed worthy groups in each neighborhood that we serve. These groups include hospices, schools,
after school centers, rehabilitation centers, etc. We have included a separate list of the charities to
which we donate.

At our Harrison Street location, we hosted a Christmas party for an underserved community of at-risk
youth. We continue to feed the after school program of this program, United Playaz, weekly. Included in
this application is a letter of recommendation from that organization.

At our Bush Street store, we have fed the Tenderloin After School Program since we opened the store 15
years ago. Like the Harrison store, we feed these at-risk children every Friday, something both the staff
and the children look forward to. We’ve also included a letter from them in this application.

Our Bush Street location also hosted an event named “Poetry and Pizza,” which hosted local poets on
the second Friday of every month for a decade. Escape From New York Pizza donated tens of thousands
of dollars to local charities as a consequence of this event. We provided free pizza to this event and
100% of the donations were sent to the charity of the poet’s choice. Famous poets, including the San
Francisco based Poet Laureate, Kay Ryan (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kay_Ryan) participated in our
program. Escape From New York Pizza and Paul Geffner were featured in an article in the San Francisco
Chronicle concerning this event (http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/An-escape-from-the-usual-
pizza-places-Geffner-2847931.php). That article is included in the package of historical items we are
providing.



Escape From New York Pizza was instrumental in the creation of the Mission Community Market. The
Market is a core event in the Mission community, happening every Thursday between 4:00 and 8:00
p.m. It not only brings healthy food to the Mission, it also supports educational and cultural events on a
weekly basis. As a consequence, we were given the Certificate of Honor from Supervisor David Campos
and the City of San Francisco in 2010. We continue to be active on the Mission Community Market
board of directors. A letter of recommendation from Jeremy Shaw, its Executive Director, is included in
this package.

Escape From New York Pizza’s business model is unique. It is based on a benign business model, sharing
profits with the employees and creating an environment where if the business succeeds, everyone
succeeds. Many of our employees have gone on to earn a share of the business without investing any
capital, solely because of their efforts. Of the five working partners, only the founder, Paul Geffner,
invested in the business. The other four graduated from jobs such as cashiers, prep cooks, and even flier
distributors to ownership positions solely through sweat equity. This has produced a loyal and
productive workforce. An atmosphere of mutual respect between employees and employer creates a
great customer environment that is the foundation for Escape’s success.

The designs of our restaurants are unique. Some of the highlights at the different stores include the
following:

Bush Street

 A 20 x 15 foot original mural in the WPA (Works Progress Administration) style

 A replica of an eagle from the Chrysler building

 King Kong holding a slice of pizza (created by ILM)

 A poem by Galway Kinnell

Harrison Street

 A collection of NY Giants paraphernalia

 Bobble heads

 Mineral crystal specimens

22nd Street

 Bartender hall of fame

 Murals by famous street artists

 A collection of extraordinarily bizarre and unique photos and instruments that are being curated
by our store manager, Chewy Marzolo

Polk Street

 In the midst of a remodel based on an 80s theme

Our initial store at Haight and Shrader streets has been open for over 30 years, but we are one
organization with five stores in five different neighborhoods with a singular philosophy of what’s good
for our employees and our neighbors is what is good for our business. We ask you to recognize this
profoundly San Francisco sentiment and grant Escape From New York Pizza as a whole your Legacy
Business designation.



Charities that Escape From New York Pizza contributes to (on a weekly and monthly basis):

Partial List:
Taking It To The Street (homeless street sweepers)
Contact: Christian (415) 933-3873

Haight Street Referral Center
(415) 522-1377

Homeless Youth Outreach
(415) 318-6384

Leukemia Foundation
Contact: Alison (925) 876-1571

United Playaz
Contact: Dante (650) 921-4901

Veteran Affairs
Contact: Richard (415) 235-2165

SFPD
Contact: Ray (415) 816-9253

First Exposures
Contact: Erik (415) 374-6657

McKinley School after school program
(415) 241-6300

Tenderloin after school program
Contact: Laura (415) 776-8400

Veteran’s Administration
(415) 683-9917



Pictures from the Haight Street Location

















Pictures from the Bush Street Location











Pictures from the 22nd Street Location









Pictures from the Harrison Street Location









Pictures from the Polk Street Location













http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/An-escape-from-the-usual-pizza-places-Geffner-2847931.php

An escape from the usual pizza places / Geffner brings bit
of Big Apple to SF
Lord Martine Published 4:00 am, Friday, November 30, 2001

Their slogan is: "Where the Golden Gate meets the Empire State." Strolling into Escape from

New York Pizza is indeed like drifting into a Big Apple daydream -- with a flower in your hair.

A fantasy mural at the downtown San Francisco location (333 Bush St. at Montgomery Street) by

Oenone Terrill, depicts Lady Liberty standing near the Transamerica Pyramid.

Two great cities. One love.

IMAGE 1 OF 2

"Escape from New York Pizza", 333 Bush St. San Francisco, CA Paul Geffner, has been in the pizza business for 13

years. A resturant at Haight and Shrader Sts. (13 yrs), Castro & 18th Sts. (10 yrs), and 333 Bush ... more
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With passion, sparkling Coca-Cola-brown eyes, a healthy smile, expressive gestures and a

charming pizza belly, Escape from New York Pizza proprietor Paul Geffner, 48, joined me for a

slice to talk about his unusual interests and the unorthodox business philosophy behind his trio of

restaurants in San Francisco. The sister spots are located at 508 Castro St. near 18th Street and

1737 Haight near Cole Street.

He nibbled on a combination he calls "Elementary My Dear Watsonville," which holds artichokes

and tomatoes. I devoured the "Andy Warhol" -- pesto, tomato and mushroom and a slice of the

"Big Meat Combo" -- pepperoni, sausage, green pepper and onion. Depending on the toppings, the

price ranges from $2.50 to $3.50 a slice.

Amid lemon-yellow, periwinkle, sun-bleached brick and moss-colored cutouts of the New York City

skyline, hand-crafted faux banisters (East Village style),

brushed-steel tables, and eagle gargoyles (modeled after those projecting from the Chrysler

Building), Geffner began with what lured him to San Francisco from New York in 1974.

"I was a senior in college studying poetry," he said. "Having a degree in poetry and not having a

degree in poetry probably amounted to the same thing. But, while visiting friends, I fell in love with

San Francisco and moved here after graduation."

Geffner's San Francisco diary includes yarns of his work at a bead store on Market Street called

Beadazzler, becoming a Fisherman's Wharf street artist in the '70s and opening Captain Video in

1981 with partners Rob Friedman and Dave Prinz (who went on to open Amoeba Music).

Geffner's spare time was, and still is, spent with his family, playing basketball and collecting

minerals.

"It's a great hobby for people who don't have any courage but want adventure," he conceded. "I'll

never climb Mount Everest, but if you get the opportunity to open up a crystal pocket that's been in

the ground for a million years, it's a thrilling event. Once in a while, you find something that no one

has ever seen before -- the Mona Lisa of nature."

In 1988, Geffner opened his first Escape from New York Pizza, in the Haight.

His experience to that date shaped his unconventional business style.
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"When I first started, I had no business experience," he said. "I believe you learn more from failure

than you do from success.

"We made human, not corporate decisions. And we paid people well. I think that basic business

assumptions that most people have are incorrect. For instance: I think you should always do

business with friends."

He cited the Mafia as designing the perfect business model. "They are like family and remain very

loyal to each other," he said. "Unfortunately, they use it for evil."

Each Escape from New York Pizza location is characterized by personal flair and connection to the

community. The Castro Street store displays autographed images of celebrities and makes regular

donations to neighboring AIDS hospices.

In the Haight, it helps the Haight Ashbury Free Clinic, among other groups. And downtown, the

Tenderloin After-School Program gets its attention.

Downtown, the store places high rank on the word.

The restaurant's walls serve as stationery for poems by Paul Zimmer and Galway Kinnell --

Geffner's favorites. And on the first Friday night of every month, it hosts "Pizza and Poetry," which

features all-you-can-eat pizza and verse by a local poet for $5 -- which goes to the charity-of-choice

of the headlining scribe.

For gut reaction, choose from novel pizza tosses such as "The Gourmet" -- fresh spinach, feta, sun-

dried tomato and artichokes; the "Glorious Chicken" is topped with grilled chicken, cheddar

cheese, tomato, fresh garlic and spinach; and the "You Say Potato" is made with sliced and roasted

potatoes and garlic cloves on a bed of pesto sauce.

Whole pies are available.

At the noon hour, order up a lunch combo that offers a slice, a medium salad and a large soda for

$6.95. Or, chow down on a hot sub: meatball ($4.95),

eggplant Parmesan ($4.95) or spicy Italian sausage ($5.95).

Geffner closes our lunch date with appreciation speak of his 5-year-old son,
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Ben, his wife, Lisa Bennett, and life's blessings.

"There's a line by Galway Kinnell: 'The wages of dying is love.' That means,

the payment for mortality is that we have the capacity to love. That, in one sentence, is as complete

an insight into the nature of things as I know."

Where to go

Escape to Escape from New York Pizza or call for delivery: 333 Bush St., (415) 421-0700; 508

Castro St., (415) 252-1515; 1737 Haight St., (415) 668- 5577.

John O'Hara / The Chronicle

Paul Geffner, above, opened his first Escape from New York Pizza more than a decade ago on

Haight Street. Now he has two other locations and sells products such as toilet paper, left, along

with pizza.

© 2016 Hearst Communications, Inc.

ADVERTISEMENT
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  UNITED  
• PLAYAZ 

1038 Howard Street ∙ San Francisco, CA 94103   www.unitedplayaz.org 

 
 
August 25, 2016 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Rudy Corpuz Jr.  I am the Founder and Director of United Playaz, a violence 
prevention and leadership development organization committed to providing youth with 
positive role models and activities to engage in as an alternative to involvement with gangs, 
drugs and other high risk behaviors.  Our organization began in 1994 and has been providing 
high impact services to youth from all over San Francisco. 
 
I am writing this letter in support of Escape from New York Pizza in their pursuit to become a 
Legacy Business in San Francisco.  Our relationship with Escape from New York Pizza 
began about seven years ago when we were approached by Paul to participate in a Holiday 
event at one of his locations.  Escape from New York Pizza employees hosted 30 of our 
families, youth and parents, for an afternoon Christmas celebration where youth received 
gifts and everyone enjoyed pizza.  We have enjoyed an amazing and supportive partnership 
every since. 
 
Since that day, Escape from New York Pizza has been an awesome partner to our youth.  
We began as a very small organization with limited to no resources and Escape from New 
York Pizza has donated pizza weekly since that pizza party and more often when we have 
special events or celebrations.  Many of our youth are low income and face serious food 
security issues.  The generous donation that we receive from Escape from New York Pizza 
not only supports our young people but also has tremendously supported our organization in 
its growth.  We also know that we are not the only youth organization or community entity 
that Escape from New York supports in this way.   
 
Escape from New York Pizza has a long history in San Francisco as a great place to have a 
bite but an equally long history as a valuable community partner.  Escape from New York is 
one of San Francisco’s very important Legacy Businesses and we hope that they are 
approved.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or require additional 
information 415-573-6219. 
 
In peace, 
 

 
Rudy Corpuz Jr.      
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Legacy Business Registry Case Report  

HEARING DATE: OCTOBER 5, 2016 

 

Filing Date: September 6, 2016 

Case No.: 2016-011450LBR 

Business Name: Escape from New York Pizza  

Business Address: 1737 Haight Street   

Zoning: NCD (Haight Street Neighborhood Commercial)/ 

 40-X Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 1248/023 

Applicant:  Timothy Parker, Owner 

1737 Haight Street  

San Francisco, CA 94117 

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Escape from New York Pizza is a local pizza shop in the Haight-Ashbury founded in 1986 that prides 

itself in its New York style pizza, its unique business model, and its practice of giving to local charities.  

Best known for its New York style pizza, the business has expanded to include five locations.  The 

original location at 1737 Haight Street is housed within a one-story commercial space that belongs to a 

larger one-story building containing three separate commercial spaces.  Escape from New York Pizza’s 

growth is largely due to its unique slow-growth philosophy and business model that opts to share its 

success with employees, as well as its involvement with local charities and organizations that benefit the 

community and the greater San Francisco area. The business has regularly donated to local charities and 

organizations such as Homeless Youth Outreach, United Playaz, and McKinley Elementary School’s 

afterschool programs.  

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1986 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Escape from New York Pizza qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 

meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Escape from New York Pizza has operated for 30 years. 



Legacy Business Registry 

October 5, 2016 Hearing  
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Case Number  2016-011450LBR; 2016-011464LBR; 2016-011465 LBR 

Escape from New York Pizza; Gypsy Rosalie’s Wigs & Vintage; Oddball Films 

ii. Escape from New York Pizza has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury community’s 

history and identity by serving as a local eatery and practicing a unique employee-

based business model. The business upholds ideals that support the welfare of the 

community and a mission to feed groups such as hospices, schools, after-school 

centers, and rehabilitation centers among others and a variety of community and 

charity organizations.   

iii. Escape from New York Pizza is committed to maintaining its craft of making New 

York style pizza and the tradition of following a business model that offers 

investment opportunities to employees who have proven loyal to the business.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes. The business is associated with the craft of making New York style pizza and the tradition of 

following an employee-based business model that offers investment opportunities to loyal 

employees first.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

The original location at 1737 Haight Street is not associated with significant architecture as 

determined by the Neighborhood Commercial Buildings Historic Resource Survey (pending 

approval by the Historic Preservation Commission). Further research is required to determine 

whether the property is associated with significant events and/or persons.   

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry? 

The original location at 1737 Haight Street is a 1910 property that has been evaluated by the 

Planning Department for potential historical significance. The property has been found to be a 

“Category A Property” that is located within the California Register-eligible Haight Ashbury 

Historic District.   

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. The business is not mentioned in a local historic context statement. However, the original 

location is part of a one-story building with three commercial spaces, one of which (1723 Haight 

Street, extant) is mentioned in the LGBTQ Historic Context Statement as being one of the earliest 

gay businesses in the Haight (the Golden Cask).  

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Say It Better Podcast, August 23, 2008, “The Art of Being Partners & Friends,” by Kare 

Anderson; SF Gate, November 30, 2001, “An escape from the usual pizza places/Geffner brings 

bit of Big Apple to SF,” by Lord Martine.   

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 

 1737 Haight Street (original location) 

 

Recommended by Staff 

 Staff recommends that the business maintain the tradition of practicing a unique, employee-
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centered business model which has proven to be both successful and beneficial to its 

employees and the community.  
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 794
HEARING DATE OCTOBER 5, 2016

Case No.: 2016-011450LBR

Business Name: Escape from New York Pizza

Business Address: 1737 Haight Street

Zoning: NCD (Haight Street Neighborhood Commercial)/

40-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 1248/023

Applicant: Timothy Parker, Owner

1737 Haight Street

San Francisco, CA 94117

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov. org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fau:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.55$.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR ESCAPE FROM NEW

YORK PIZZA, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1737 HAIGHT STREET (BLOCK/LOT 1248/023).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood's history and

identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on October 5, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.

t~



Resolution No. 794 CASE NO. 2016-011450LBR
October 5, 2016 1737 Haight Street

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Escape from New York Pizza qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code

Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated in the same location for 30 or more years and has continued to

contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Escape from New York Pizza

Location (if applicable)

• 1737 Haight Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Staff recommends that the business maintain the tradition of practicing a unique, employee-centered

business model which has proven to be both successful and beneficial to its employees and community

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission's findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

011450LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on October 5, 2016.

Jonas .Ionin
Commission Secretary

AYES: Hasz, Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ADOPTED: October 5, 2016

SAN FRANCISCO `Z
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