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GENE FRIEND RECREATION CENTER – INTEGRATED WALL ARTWORK 

ARTIST REVIEW PANEL TWO SUMMARY 
 

MEETING DATE 
March 13, 2024 
 
VOTING SELECTION PANELISTS 
Erina Alejo, Artist, Cultural Worker + Arts Administrator 
Renee Villasenor, Programs Manager and Curatorial Associate, ICA SF 
Jena McRae Schwirtz, Managing Director, SOMArts Cultural Center 
Vanessa Bis, Program Manager, United Playaz 
Nabiel Musleh, Arts Commissioner, SFAC 
Melinda Sullivan, Project Manager, Capital & Planning Division, SF Recreation and Parks 
Eliza Koshland, Senior Associate Kuth Ranieri Architects (shared vote) 
Kurt Stubbins, Senior Designer, Mark Cavagnero Associates Architects (shared vote) 
 
 
PROCESS 
Three artist finalists presented their proposals for the Gene Friend Recreation Center Integrated Wall 
Artwork Public Art Project. The Artist Review Panel discussed the finalists’ proposals and scored each 
artist on the following criteria (1= low score): 
 
Artistic Merit (1-10) 
Meets Project Goals (1-10) 
Meaningful Connection to SOMA neighborhood (1- 10) 
Appropriate to Site (1-5) 
 
RESULTS 
Cece Carpio   239 
ChiChai Mateo  207 
Adrian Arias   185 
 
 
ARTS COMMISSION APPROVAL 

Discussion and possible action to approve the conceptual design proposal Barrio Fiesta by Cece 
Carpio for the Gene Friend Recreation Center Integrated Wall Artwork, as recommended by the artist 
review panel. 

Discussion and possible action to authorize the Director of Cultural Affairs to enter into a contract 
with Cece Carpio for an amount not to exceed $206,550 for the design, engineering, fabrication, 
transportation, and installation consultation of an Integrated Wall Artwork for the Gene Friend 
Recreation Center Project.  
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