
Rehearing Request: 
Coastal Zone Permit 

Closing Upper Great Highway
Standard of Review per 

Board of Appeals Rule 9 (b):
“Except in extraordinary 

cases…the Board may grant a 
Rehearing Request only upon a 
showing that new or different 

material facts or circumstances
have arisen….[that]could have 

affected the outcome…”



Rehearing Request:
Coastal Zone Permit 

Closing Upper Great Highway
New Material Facts
• New Hardwood Log Seating on Median Strip
• SF Estuary Institute Written Report Ties Dune 

Erosion due to Trampling to Closure of Upper 
Great Highway

Extraordinary Case
• Deputy City Attorney Exceeded Scope, Advocated 

Outcome- Denial of Appeal   
Brand New March 5, 2024 Material Facts 
• Rec & Park Public Records Request Response      



New Seating on Highway Median



“The recent closures of the Great Highway to car 
traffic (started in 2020 during the COVID-19 
pandemic) have led to less constrained use by 
pedestrians, and increased trampling of dune 
vegetation has been observed.”  [p. 21]



Rehearing Request:
Deputy City Attorney Advocates 

• “If the Board were to deny the appeal, it could make that 
decision this evening by adopting the findings that are set 
forth in the Planning Commission Motion number 21437.”

• “So I don’t think that it is realistic for the Board to make 
those detailed findings here. I mean you know it’s 10:35 in 
the evening. Um, one suggestion would be if the Board is 
inclined to side with the appellants that it could direct 
them to prepare a draft of written findings.”

• "There is one reference in the Local Coastal Plan [sic.] with 
respect to the Great Highway and the ecosystem. And 
what it says is design parking to afford maximum 
protection to the Dune ecosystem. So it's not .. it doesn't 
have broad environmental objectives, right?" 



March 5th Public Records Response
• No Coastal Zone Permit for Newly-Installed 

Seating
• No notification to DPW
• DPW: Seating in median strip raises safety 

concerns when traffic is flowing
• Rec & Park GM Phil Ginsburg was notified of 

safety concerns but moved forward with “first 
bench” anyway

• Friends of Great Highway Park proposed new 
seating, not Rec & Park as part of bench 
program



Email from Rachel Gordon, 
Policy, Comms Director, SF Rec & Park



Email exchange: Phil Ginsburg and 
Eric Andersen, SF Rec & Park



Email from Eric Andersen, SF Rec & Park



Email from Phil Ginsburg, GM Rec & Park



New Seating on Highway Median
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