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1 [Charter Amendment - Building Inspection Commission] 

2 

3 Describing and setting forth a proposal to the voters at an election to be held on June 7, 

4 2022, to amend the Charter of the City and County of San Francisco to revise the duties, 

5 composition, and method of appointment for members of the Building Inspection 

6 Commission; and affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California 

7 Environmental Quality Act. 

8 

9 Section 1. The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this 

10 proposed Charter Amendment comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California 

11 Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of 

12 the Board of Supervisors in File No. 211286 and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board 

13 affirms this determination. 

14 Section 2. The Board of Supervisors hereby submits to the qualified voters of the City 

15 and County, at an election to be held on June 7, 2022, a proposal to amend the Charter of the 

16 City and County by revising Section 4.121 and Appendix D, to read as follows: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

NOTE: Unchanged Charter text and uncodified text are in plain font. 
Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions are strike through italics Times I"lc-w Roman font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Charter 
subsections. 

21 SEC. 4.121. BUILDING INSPECTION COMMISSION. 

22 The Building Inspection Commission shall consist of seven members nominated and 

23 appointed pursuant to this Section 4.121 and with an emphasis on seeking to include members 

24 concerned with tenant safety and habitability issues. Four members shall be nominatedBppointed 

25 by the Mayor for a term of two years. Three members shall be nominated€l]3pointed by the 

President of the Board of Supervisors for a t~rm, of two years. Two of the four Mayoral 
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1 appointments shall each have one or more of the following qualifications: be an active, formerly 

2 active, or retired structural engineer, architect, or residential builder. One ofthe three Board 

3 President appointments shall have one or more of the following qualifications: be a residential 

4 tenant or work or have worked for a non-profit housing organization. 

5 Each nomination of the Mayor and the President of the Board of Supervisors is subject to 

6 approval by the Board of Supervisors, and shall be the subject of a public hearing and vote 

7 within 60 days. ![the Board fails to act on the nomination within 60 days of the date the 

8 nomination is transmitted to the Clerk of the Board ofSupervisors, the nominee shall be deemed 

9 approved. The appointment shall become effective on the date the Board adopts a motion 

10 approving the nomination or after 60 days ofthe date the nomination is transmitted to the Clerk 

11 of the Board of Supervisors. Members may be removed by the appointing officer only pursuant 

12 to Section 15 .105. Vacancies occurring in the offices of €1,ppaintive members, either during er at 

13 the expiration a.fa term, shall be nominated and appointed in accordance with the appointment 

14 process specified in this paragraphfilled by the €1,PJ30inting afficer. 

15 The Building Inspection Commission shall have responsibility for oversight of the 

16 Department ofBuilding Inspection, which shall have responsibility for the enforcement, 

17 administration, and interpretation of the San Francisco Housing, Building, Mechanical, 

18 Electrical, and Plumbing Codes, except where this Charter specifically grants that power to 

19 another department. 

20 The Commission shall oversee the inspection and regulation of additions, alterations, 

21 and repairs in all buildings and structures covered by the San Francisco Housing, Building. 

22 Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing Codes. However, nothing in this Section 4.121 shall 

23 diminish or alter the jurisdiction ofthe Planning Commission or Department over changes of use 

24 or occupancy under the Planning Code. The Commission shall ensure the provision of minimum 

25 standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property, and the public welfare by regulating and 
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1 controlling the safe use of such buildings and structures. The Commission shall ensure the 

2 vigorous enforcement of City laws mandating the provision of heat and hot water to residential 

3 tenants. The Commission shall also ensure the enforcement oflocal. state, and federal disability 

4 access laws. The Commission shall exercise all the powers and duties of boards and 

5 commissions set forth in Sections 4.102. 4.103, and 4.104, and may take other actions as 

6 prescribed by ordinance. The members of the Commission shall serve without compensation. 

7 The Commission shall adopt rules and regulations consistent with fulfilling its 

8 responsibilities under this Charter. The Commission shall also adopt rules and regulations 

9 governing Commission meetings and also adopt requirements (or notification and mailing (or 

10 Commission business. The Commission shall hold public hearings on all proposed amendments 

11 to the San Francisco Building Code, Electrical Code. Housing Code, Plumbing Code. and 

12 Mechanical Code. 

13 The Commission shall constitute the Abatement Appeals Board. and shall assume all 

14 powers granted to this entity under this Charter and the San Francisco Building Code. The 

15 Commission shall appoint and may remove at its pleasure members ofthe Board of Examiners. 

16 Access Appeals Commission, and Code Advisory Committee, all of which shall have the powers 

17 and duties to the extent set forth in the San Francisco Building Code. 

18 The Commission may reverse, affirm. or modify determinations made by the Department 

19 ofBuildinglnspection on all permits required (or a final certificate of completion. The 

20 Commission's jurisdiction under this paragraph. however. shall not extend to permits appealable 

21 to the Planning Commission or Board of Appeals. Appeals of decisions within the Commission's 

22 jurisdiction must be filed with the Commission within fifieen days ofthe challenged 

23 determination. The Commission's action shall be final. 

24 The four },fGtyoml appointrnents shall consist ofa structural engineer, a licensed 

25 architect, a residential builder, and a representative ofa community based non profit housing 

Supervisors Melgar; Peskin, Ronen, Mandelman, Safai, Mar 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 3 



1 development corpoffltion. The #tree Supervisorial Bf3J3Dintments shall consist ofa residential 

2 tenant, a residential landlord, and a member ofthe generalpublic. 

3 l'lofvrlithstanding any other provision of the Charter, the Commission shall have the 

4 pm~·er to Bj3j3Dint and remove a department head. 

5 APPENDIX D: 

6 BUILDING INSPECTION PROVISIONS 

7 D3. 750 ESTAJJLISHAIENT 

8 Recognizing that the prmlision ofsefe and sanitary buildings is essential to the ·welfare 

9 of the inhabitants of the City and County of&m Francisco, there is hereby established a 

1 O Department ofBuilding Inspection ·which shall consist ofa Bitilding Inspection Commission, a 

11 Director ofBuilding Inspection, and such employees as mBy be necessary· to carry• out the 

12 functions and duties ofsaid department. The commission shall organize, reorganize, and manage 

13 the department. ·when the commission assumes management of the department, the Bureau of 

14 Building Inspection shall cease to exist. Unless modified or repealed by th.c commission, all 

15 orders, regule,tions, rules, and policies of the Bureau of Building Inspection vr1ill remain in effect. 

16 Except as limited below, positions in the Bureau ofBuilding Inspection of the Department of 

1 7 Public W~rks legally authorized on the date the commission assumes management of the 

18 department shall be continued, and incumbents therein legally CifJpointed thereto shall be 

19 continued as officers and employees of the department under the conditions governing tlicir 

20 respective Bppointments. 

21 D3. 750 1. CO!tfMISSION; COAf POSITWlV. 

22 The Department o.fBuilding Inspection shall be under the management ofa Building 

23 Inspection Commission consisting ofse·,•en members. Pour members shall be Bppointed by tlw 

24 me,yor for e, term o.ftwo years; provided that tlw respective terms of office of those first 

25 CifJpointed she,ll be as follmPs: nvo for one year, and tv.·o for two years from the cjfcctive date af 
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1 this section. Three mCH1eCf's shell he aJ3Pointed by the President of the Boel"d &jSuper.dsors for 

2 e term &j two yeers; pro'.,iidcd th et the respective terms of r>fficc &jthoscfirst appointed shall he 

3 es folkn~'S: three for one ycerfrom the effective date of this section. The initial appointments 

4 shall he made no later thanfiftecn days after the effective date of this section, and the 

5 commission's management shall begin no later than forty jive days after the effecti'P'C date &j this 

6 section. Vflcencics occurring in the r>fficcs of appointive mCH1be1·s, either during or at expiration 

7 &/term, shall hcfillcd by the electoml &jficc thet made the aJJPointmcnt. The four mayoral 

8 appointments shall he cornpriscd oftt structural engineer, e licensed erchitcct, e residentiel 

9 builder, and e rcprescnteti-vc af a community bescd non pra.fit housing dc..,.clopmcnt 

1 O corporation. The three Supcrvisorial appointments shall he comprised o.f a residential tenent, a 

11 residential landlord, and a member of the gcncrelpuhlic. The members of the commission shell 

12 scr.,ic without compensation. 

13 Pursuant to Government Code Section 87103, individuals appointed to the commission 

14 under this section arc intended to represent and further tlic interest oftheperticular industries, 

15 tredcs, orprofcssions specified herein. Accordingly, it is found thatforpurposes &}persons who 

16 hold such afficc, the specified industries, tredcs, orpro.fessions arc tentemount to and constitute 

17 the public generally within the mcening &jGo'.,iernmcnt Code Section 87103. 

18 D3. 750 AMENDMENT OF CHARTER PROVISIONS; TRANSITION 

19 The amendments of Section 4.121 and ofprovisions of this Appendix D, adopted at the 

20 June 7, 2022 election, shall become operative on July l, 2023; provided, however, that the new 

21 process for nominating and confirming members to the Building Inspection Commission, along 

22 with the change in qualifications for members accompanying that new process, as specified in 

23 Section 4.121 as amended, shall commence sutficiently in advance o[July l, 2023 such that 

24 members may be appointed under the new process and be prepared to assume otfice on that 

25 date. 

Supervisors Melgar; Peskin, Ronen, Mandelman, Safai, Mar 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 5 



1 D3. 750-1 TERMS OF OFFICE OF BUILDING INSPECTION COMMISSION 

2 The terms ofo(fice of all members ofthe Commission who hold offlce as o[July l, 2023 

3 shall expire at noon on that date, at which time the terms ofo(fice for members ofthe 

4 Commission appointed pursuant to the new process for nominating and confirming members as 

5 referenced in Section D3. 750 shall commence. In order to stagger the terms, three members 

6 (appointees to Seats 3 and 4, as designated by the Mayor when nominated: and the appointee to 

7 Seat 7, as designated by the President ofthe Board o[Supervisors when nominated) shall 

8 initially serve one-year terms, and four members (appointees to Seats 1 and 2, as designated by 

9 the Mayor when nominated,· and appointees to Seats 5 and 6. as designated by the President of 

1 O the Board o[Supervisors when nominated) shall initially serve two-year terms. All subsequent 

11 terms ofo(fice for all members of the Commission shall be two years. 

12 D3.750-2 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING INSPECTION; OTHER EXECUTIVES 

13 The Director of Building Inspection shall be the department head and appointing officer 

14 of the Department of Building Inspection and shall be qualified by either technical training or 

15 administrative experience in the enforcement of building and other construction codes. The 

16 Director shall serve as the building official of the City and County tmd, upon his or her 

17 appointment, she,/[ essume ell o.f the pm'llers end duties af the Director o.f Public Works with 

18 respect to the edministrtttion end enforcement ofthe building code end other construction codes. 

19 The Director shell heve ell the powers provided for dcpertment heeds es set forth, in Section 

20 3.501 ofthis Cherter. The Director shell be appointed by the commission end hold office et its 

21 pleesure; the person who hes civil service stetus in the position ofSuperintendent oftlie Bureeu 

22 afBuilding Inspection on the dete the commission ttSSumes menttgement of tlie dcpertment shell 

23 serve es interim Director pending the appointment ofe Director by the commission. Subject to 

24 the appro·;el of the commission, end the budgetery endfiscelprovisions o.f this Cherter, the 

25 Director shell heve thepmver to appoint end remo••e, et his or herpleesure, up to one deputy 
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1 superintendent and no more than two assistant S1ij_3crintcndcnts, all of ·whom shall be exempt 

2 from the ci11il service provisions oftliis Charter. 

3 The Director shall not serve as an officer or member of any standing or ad hoc 

4 committee of any building industry or code development or enforcement organization or public 

5 agency other than the City and County of San Francisco without the prior approval of the 

6 Ccommission. 

7 D3. 750 3 SECRETARY OF GOA/MISSION; CONSULTANTS 

8 The Building Inspection Commission mt1.y t1.ppoint a secretary, which t1.ppointmcnt shall 

9 not be subject to the civil service provisions of this Charter. Subject to thcprmJisions &}Section 

1 O 6. 302, 6. 312 and 6. 313 of this Charter, th,c commission mt1.y also contract HJith engineers or 

11 oth,cr consultants for such services as it mfly require. 

12 D3.750 4 POWERSANDDUTJES 

13 The Building Inspection Commission shall organize, reorganize, and manage the 

14 Department o.f13uilding Inspection ·which shall have responsibility for the enforcement, 

15 administration, and interpretation ofthc City's Housing, Building, },1echanical, Electrical, and 

16 Plumbing Codes, except viJhcrc this Charter specifically grants thatpowcr to another 

17 department. The Central Permit Bureau, formerly within the Bureau &}Building Inspection, shall 

18 also be managed by the commission. 

19 The commission shall inspect and regulate additions, alterations, and repairs in all 

20 buildings and structures covered by the San Francisco Housing, Building, },1echanical, 

21 Electrical, and Plumbing Codes. Nothing in this clwpter shall diminish or alter thcjurisdiction 

22 &jthc Planning Department 01Jcr changes &fuse or occupancy under the Planning Code. The 

23 commission shall ensure the provision of minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, 

24 property, and the public v;clferc by regulating and controlling the safe use o.fsuch buildings and 

25 structures. The commission shall ensure the 1Jigorous enforcement of City laivs mandating the 
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1 prmdsion of heat and hot 'tvater to residential tenants. The commission shall also ensure the 

2 enforcement of lornl, state, and federal disability access lflws. The commission shall be a policy 

3 ma!dng and supervisory body y;ith all thepmversprovidedfor in Section 3.500 ofthis Charter. 

4 The commission shall constitute the Abatement Appeals Board, and shall assume all 

5 powers granted to this entity under this Charter and the San Francisco Building Code. The 

6 commission shall appoint and may remove at its pleasure members oftlie Board ofExaminers, 

7 Access Appeals Board, and Code Advisory Committee, all a.f·..,~·hich shall have tliepmvers and 

8 duties to the extent set forth, in the &m Francisco Building Code. 

9 The commission shall have the pov~·er to hold hearings and hear appeals on all 

1 O decisions made by the Department of Public Works regarding permits under one or more of the 

11 codes enumerated in this section and on sidewalk or encroachmentpermits. The commission may 

12 reverse, affirm or modijj; determinations made by the Department of.Public WGr!fS, Water 

13 Department, or Department ofBuilding Inspection on all permits required for a final certificate 

14 of completion. The commission 'sjurisdiction under this section, howe·.ier, shall not extend to 

15 permits ttpjJealflble to the Plflnning Commission or Board of Permit Appeals. Departmental 

16 decisions on permits subject to commission review shall be made within the time mandates of the 

17 state Permit Streamlining Act. Appeals of decisions must befiled with the commission ·witliin 

18 fifteen days of the duillenged determination. The commission shall act on the appeal within a 

19 reasonable time. The commission's action shall be final. 

20 D3.750-1.§ CODE PUBLICATIONACTIONS OF COA1A1ISS101V 

21 The commission shall adopt rules and regulfltions consistent with fulfilling its 

22 responsibilities under this Charter. The commission shall also adopt rules and regulfltions 

23 governing commission meetings and also adopt requirements for notification and mailing for 

24 commission business. The commission shall holdpublic heerings on allpreposed amendments to 

25 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

the San Froncisco Building Code, Electrical Code, Housing Code, Plumbing Code, and 

Nlechanical Code. 

The Building Inspection Commission shall have the sole authority to contract for the 

publication of the San Francisco Housing, Building, Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing 

Codes, and any amendments thereto. Other provisions of this Charter and the Administrative 

Code notwithstanding, the selection of a publisher shall be based on the lowest retail cost to the 

public of a complete set of these codes. 

D3.750-;l(i APPROVAL OF BUDGETS 

The commission shall initially be funded out of the 1994 95 budget approved for the 

Bureau ofBuilding Inspection, and subsequent funding shall come from the budget of tl'lC 

Department ofBuilding Inspection. 

The Director ofBuilding Inspection shall submit a proposed department budget for each 

upcoming fiscal year for approval by the Ceommission. The proposed budget shall be compiled 

in such detail as shall be required on uniform blanks furnished by the controller. The Building 

Inspection Commission must hold at least two public hearings on the respective budget proposal. 

The final budget for the Department of Building Inspection must be approved by a 

favorable vote of at least five commissioners. 

D3.750-.2:-7 TECHNICAL BOARDS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

* * * * 

D3.750-fi8 SEVERABILITY 

* * * * 

23 Section 3. Conflicting Ballot Measures. In the event that this measure and another 

24 measure relating to the duties, composition, qualifications, and methods of appointment of 

25 members of the Building Inspection Commission appear on the same municipal election ballot, 
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1 the provisions of such other measure shall be deemed in conflict with this measure. In the event 

2 that this measure shall receive a greater number of affirmative votes than the other measure, the 

3 provisions of this measure shall prevail in their entirety and each and every provision of the other 

4 measure that pertains to the Building Inspection Commission shall be null and void, to the 

5 extent it pertains to the Building Inspection Commission. 

6 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

7 DA YID CHIU, City Attorney 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

By: Isl Robb Kapla 
ROBBKAPLA 
Deputy City Attorney 

n:\legana\as2021\2200187\01579637 .do ex 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Charter Amendment 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 211286 Date Passed: February 15, 2022 

Charter Amendment (Third Draft) to amend the Charter of the City and County of San Francisco to 
revise the duties, composition, and method of appointment for members of the Building Inspection 
Commission; and affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California 
Environmental Quality Act; at an election to be held on June 7, 2022. 

January 26, 2022 Rules Committee - AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE WHOLE 
BEARING NEWTITLE 

January 26, 2022 Rules Committee - CONTINUED AS AMENDED 

January 31, 2022 Rules Committee -AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE WHOLE 
BEARING NEW TITLE 

January 31, 2022 Rules Committee - CONTINUED AS AMENDED 

February 07, 2022 Rules Committee - RECOMMENDED AS COMMITTEE REPORT 

February 08, 2022 Board of Supervisors~ CONTINUED 

Ayes: 10 - Chan, Mandelman, Mar, Melgar, Peskin, Preston, Ronen, Safai, Stefani 
and Walton 
Excused: 1 - Haney 

February 15, 2022 Board of Supervisors - ORDERED SUBMITTED 

Ayes: 11 - Chan, Haney, Mandelman, Mar, Melgar, Peskin, Preston, Ronen, Safai, 
Stefani and Walton 

File No. 211286 I hereby certify that the foregoing Charter 
Amendment was ORDERED SUBMITTED 
on 2/15/2022 by the Board of Supervisors 
of the City and County of San Francisco. 

City and County of San Francisco Pagel 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 
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