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CONCEPT PLAN
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LOWER PLAZA

GEARY ST WALL
visual & sound barrier

TERRACE SEATING

CHERRY TREES

SEATING NOOK

LARGER PAGODA STAGE

CONCEPT PLAN



PROJECT DESIGN GOALS
from Vision Plan, May 2019
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Make Post Street visually open and inviting
while mitigating wind and providing seating and shade.

Provide a large permanent stage
and seating to accommodate 200-300 people.

Make Peace Plaza an inviting and playful space
for people of all ages to discover and explore.

Create an inviting visual expression along the Geary Boulevard edge
that draws people into the plaza and mitigates noise levels from Geary Boulevard.

Incorporate significant cultural elements
included in the original design for Japantown Peace Plaza.



Rooftop: plaza above garage
•
•structure

Budget
$34M bond, state, federal

Schedule
Bid Advertisement- Summer 2023
Construction - Spring 2024 

POST ST

GEARY BLVD

PARKING STRUCTURE BELOW PLAZA
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COMMUNITY BRIEFING FEBRUARY 28, 2023

INFRASTRUCTURE
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INFRASTRUCTURE



PREVIOUS PLAN PROPOSED PLAN

GEARY BOULEVARDGEARY BOULEVARD

POST STREETPOST STREET
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UPDATED CONCEPT PLAN



POST ST ENTRANCE

“Make Post Street visually open and inviting”
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SEATING NOOKS East
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SEATING NOOKS West

“Make Peace Plaza an inviting and playful space”
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CHERRY TREES & PAGODA
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UPPER TO LOWER PLAZA
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TERRACED SEATING

“Make Peace Plaza an inviting and playful space”
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TERRACED SEATING

“Make Peace Plaza an inviting and playful space”
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GEARY BLVD ENTRANCE

“Create an inviting and visual expression along the Geary Boulevard Edge”
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LARGE FESTIVAL EVENT

“Provide a large permanent stage and seating to accommodate 200-300 people”
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CULTURAL ELEMENTS
from Vision Plan, May 2019

N

LOWER PLAZA

UPPER PLAZA

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
MONUMENT

WATER FEATURE

FLAGPOLES

HEIWA CALLIGRAPHY
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GEARY BOULEVARD

POST STREET

CHERRY TREES
(new trees embrace 

pagoda)

PEACE PAGODA 
(seismic upgrade)

BBOULDERS
(relocated in plaza)) 

ETERNAL FLAME 
(reinterpreted 

w/lights)

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
MONUMENT
(in current location)

WATER FEATURE
(expressed w/lights)

FLAGPOLES
(in current location)

HEIWA CALLIGRAPHY
(Recreated in Geary 
St entrance)

marien.coss
Polygonal Line



INTERPRETIVE ELEMENTS
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INTERPRETATION

N
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GEARY BOULEVARD

POST STREET

LOWER PLAZA

UPPER PLAZA

 Existing Panel 1
"WHAT HAPPENED HERE" 

Japantown History Walk

Existing Panel 1
"INJUSTICE AND HONOR" 
Japantown History Walk

Existing Panels 
"INNOVATION" 
TRANSITION"

"INTRODUCTION" WATER FEATUREWATER FEATURE
(expressed w/lights)

ETERNAL FLAME 
(reinterpreted  

w/lights)

PEACE PAGODA 
(seismic upgrade)

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line

marien.coss
Line



INTERPRETIVE PANEL
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SITE IDENTIFICATION
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ETERNAL FLAME
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ETERNAL FLAME
Historic/Original & Existing
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ETERNAL FLAME
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WATER EXPRESSION
Paving & Light
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WATER & FOG
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KASUMI (FOG)
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PAVING PATTERN
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LIGHTING
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LIGHTING PLAN

Concept from Vision Plan, May 2019

Proposed: Water expressed through light, 2023
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LIGHTING
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PLANTING/TREES
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PLANTING PLAN

N

ACER PALMATUM
Japanese Maple

SPRING/SUMMER

SPRING/SUMMER

SPRING/SUMMER

FALL/WINTER

FALL/WINTER

FALL/WINTER

PRUNUS X YEDOENSIS ‘YOSHINO’
Japanese Flowering Cherry

LIRIOPE MUSCARI
Big Blue Lilyturf

RHODODENDRON ‘CHUKYO-NO HARU’
Azalea

PHYLLOSTACHYS AUREOSULCATA
Yellow Groove Bamboo
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GEARY BOULEVARD

POST STREET



PLANTING PALETTE

GROUNDCOVER

OPHIOPOGON 
Japonicus ‘Nana’
Water Use: Moderate

SEDUM SPP.
Stonecrop
Water Use: Low

BLECHNUM SPICANT
Deer Fern
Water Use: Moderate

RHODODENDRON ‘CHUKYO-NO-HARU’
Azalea
Water Use: Moderate

RHODODENDRON ‘RO GETSU’
Azalea
Water Use: Moderate

RHODODENDRON ‘SHINNYO-NO-HIKARI’
Azalea
Water Use: Moderate

SHRUBS

IRIS DOUGLASIANA
Douglas Iris
Water Use: Low

LIRIOPE MUSCARI
Big Blue Lilyturf
Water Use: Moderate

PLEIOBLASTUS SP.
Dwarf Bamboo
Water use: Moderate

PHYLLOSTACHYS AUREOSULCATA
Yellow Groove Bamboo
Water use: Low

GRASSES
SPRING - SUMMER
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BLOOM SCHEDULE
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THANK YOU
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蓮の露を見て読める
はちす葉のにごりに染まぬ心もて なにかは露を珠とあざむく
僧正遍昭
 
The lotus leaves, unstained by the muddy waters —
why then do they deceive us with dewdrops shimmering gem-like?
– Sōjō Henjō

ETERNAL FL AME
Japan Center was formally dedicated on March 28, 1968. The opening included a 
procession of Shinto priests and the lighting of an Eternal Flame in Peace Plaza. 
The Eternal Flame was lit from a torch that had been brought from the Sumiyoshi 
taisha, or “Sumiyoshi Grand Shrine,” founded in the 3rd century in Osaka. This is 
the main shrine of all the Sumiyoshi shrines in Japan, becoming the object of 
Imperial patronage during the early Heian period. This interpretation of the 
original Eternal Flame includes a Shinto poem from the Heian period.

UT WISI ENIM AD MINIM
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 
suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 
nulla facilisis at vero eros et.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 
suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat.

Duis Autem Vel Eum Iriure: Dolor in Hendrerit
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 
nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum 
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 
nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 
nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum 
zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla 
facilisi. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 
nisl ut aliquip ex ea.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci.
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park

JAPAN T OW N PE A CE PL A Z A

Eternal FlameInterpretive Panel Existing Interpretive Panels to Remain on Site

INTERPRETIVE PANELINTERPRETIVE PANEL
OVERALL ELEVATIONOVERALL ELEVATION

Japantown Peace Plaza    Interpretive Study    February 21, 2023DRAFT - PLEASE DO NOT REPRODUCE

INTERPRETIVE PANEL
Geary St Wall North Elevation
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