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Project Goals

Seismic Retrofit the Terminal Building

Upgrade Building Systems

Replace Baggage 
Screening Equipment

1

2

3

4 Provide World-Class Experience & 
Optimize Opportunities for 
Revenue Generation

Enable International Operations

Increase Checkpoint
Capacity

Enhance Circulation
& Project Adjacencies

5

6

7

8 Mitigate Curbside
Congestion

9
Advance Climate 
Action & Employee
Well-Being
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SFO Airport Context

 Like the spokes of a key ring, Terminal 3 continues the masterplan hierarchy that allows the 
International Terminal to remain as the “Jewel” of the Airport and primary in Architectural importance. 
The design builds upon the existing context that Terminal 3’s previous capital improvements have 
created while improving wayfinding, circulation, clear entrance points, and identity as a distinct “key” 
to the other terminals. 

TERMINAL IDENTITY



6

SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TERMINAL 3 WEST  |  Turner  |  Gensler  |  TEF  
CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW - CONCEPT PHASE
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Existing Airside Aerial & Context

A. APPROVED TERMINAL 3 WEST FACADE

B. BOARDING AREA ‘E’

C. EXISTING STATIONS OPERATIONS CENTER

C. EXISTING TERMINAL 3 EAST FACADE

INTERNATIONAL TERMINAL

BOARDING 
AREA F

BOARDING AREA E

TERMINAL 3 
WEST

B

A

C

TERMINAL 3 
EAST

D



Proposed Massing

NEW SCOPE AREA                 

PREVIOUS APPROVED 
SCOPE                 

NOT IN SCOPE                 

FUTURE SCOPE  
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(N) Mechanical 
Penthouse

(N) Outdoor Terrace

(N) Stations 
Operations Center

(N) Ticketing / Check in 
Landside Facade and 

Canopy

(N) Security Check 
Point Facade

(N) East Addition

LANDSIDE

AIRSIDE
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Existing Landside Aerial & Context

A. COURTYARD 3 BUILDING

B. TERMINAL 3

C. TERMINAL 3 / AIRTRAIN BRIDGE

INTERNATIONAL 
TERMINAL

BOARDING 
AREA F

BOARDING AREA E

TERMINAL 3 
WEST

A

D

C

TERMINAL 3 
EAST

B

D. TERMINAL 3 END

INTERNATIONAL 
TERMINAL B



NEW SCOPE AREA                 

PREVIOUS APPROVED 
SCOPE                 

NOT IN SCOPE                 

FUTURE SCOPE  
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(N) Mechanical 
Penthouse

(N) East Addition(N) Stations 
Operations Center

(N) Ticketing / Check-in 
Landside Facade

and Canopy

(N) Raised Security 
Checkpoint Facade

LANDSIDE

AIRSIDE

Proposed Massing
Landside Exterior  Expression
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Landside Facade Project Goals
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Environmental Design Consultants + Lighting Designers 
25 Kearney Street, Suite 500 San Francisco CA 94108    T +1 (415) 351 2100    atelierten.com

Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Daylight Experience | Ticketing, Southeast Facade | Sep. 21, 7:30am | Electrochromic Glass 

HUMAN VISION PERCEPTION

Glare from the disk of the sun remains. Maintaining 
clear glass for ground floor transparency, and glare 
from the floor reflections remains. 

20o Profile Angle

DGP = 0.49 / INTOLERABLE
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023

cd/m2

10408031
5

63
0

1,2
50

2,5
00

5,0
00 16
0

10
,00

0 20

FALSECOLOR LUMINANCE MAP 

Daylight Experience | Ticketing, Southeast Facade | Sep. 21, 7:30am | Very Dense Frit (80% opacity) 

HUMAN VISION PERCEPTION

Glare from the disk of the sun remains. Maintaining 
clear glass for ground floor transparency, and glare 
from the floor reflections remains. 

20o Profile Angle

DGP = 0.89 / INTOLERABLE
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Daylight Experience | Ticketing, Southeast Facade | Sep. 21, 7:30am | Clear Glass + Horizontal Mesh Screen 

HUMAN VISION PERCEPTION

While the screen can provide 100% shade up to 35o 
profile angles, it is insufficient for very low angle sun. 

20o Profile Angle

DGP = 1.00 / INTOLERABLE
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Daylight Experience | Ticketing, Southeast Facade | Sep. 21, 7:30am | Clear Glass + Horizontal Mesh Screen 

HUMAN VISION PERCEPTION

While the screen can provide 100% shade up to 35o 
plan azimuth angles, it is insufficient for low angle sun 
that is normal to the window. 

20o Profile Angle

DGP = 1.00 / INTOLERABLE
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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Landside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, October 27, 2023
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STS PRESENTATION

SFO TERMINAL 3 LANDSIDE FACADE  |  Turner  |  Gensler  |  TEF

FEBRUARY 01, 2024

SOLAR ANALYSIS & OCCUPANT COMFORT
SOLAR PROFILE ANGLES

“QUICK & EASY” DOESN’T WORK



Solar Analysis

NORTHEAST ANALYSIS

EAST ANALYSIS
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Airside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, September 22, 2023

Facade Annual Sun Angles | Airside Northeast
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Airside Terminal Visual Comfort
SFO T3 Modernization, September 22, 2023

Facade Annual Sun Angles | Airside East
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