
GENERAL PRESENTAT ION
NOVEMBER 27TH 2023



ON OCTOBER 2ND, 2023, IN SAN FRANC ISCO, WAS ESTABL ISHED UNDER THE GU ID-
ANCE OF THE MA IN ITAL IAN AND ITAL IAN-AMER ICAN ASSOC IAT IONS ,  WITH OVER-
S IGHT FROM THE GENERAL CONSULATE OF ITALY ,  THE CAL IFORN IA NONPROF IT , 
TAX-EXEMPT,  PUBL IC BENEF IT CORPORAT ION:

SAN FRANC ISCO L ITTLE ITALY HONOR WALKSAN FRANC ISCO L ITTLE ITALY HONOR WALK
678 GREEN ST ,  SAN FRANC ISCO CA 94133

WWW.SFL I -HONORWALK.ORG / INFO@SFL I -HONORWALK.ORG

M ISS IONMISS ION

“THE CORE M ISS ION OF THE CORPORAT ION IS TO CELEBRATE ,  REMEMBER ,  PROMOTE AND ENHANCE 
THE ITAL IAN AMER ICAN COMMUNITY ,  ITS H ISTORY ,  CULTURE ,  AND SOC IAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 
EDUCAT IONAL ,  RECREAT IONAL AND CHAR ITABLE PUBL IC PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS CONDUCTED D I -
RECTLY OR IN COLLABORAT ION WITH OTHER NONPROF IT TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZAT IONS” AND MORE 
SPEC IF ICALLY TO DEVELOP AN HONOR WALK PROJECT TO CELEBRATE ,  PRESERVE ,  PROMOTE AND 
IMPROVE ITAL IAN-AMER ICAN HER ITAGE ,  ITS CULTURE AND COMMUNITY IN SAN FRANC ISCO’S L ITTLE 
I TALY NE IGHBORHOOD.
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COMITES OF SAN FRANCISCO
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www.italiancs.org
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www.issnaf.org
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MUSEO ITALO AMERICANO
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SILICON VALLEY ITALIAN EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL - www.sviec.org

SAN FRANCISCO ITALIAN ATLETIC 
CLUB - www.sfiacfoundation.com

ITALIAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION INC 
www.sfitalianheritage.org

www.conssanfrancisco.esteri.it



INTRODUCT IONINTRODUCT ION

THE PROJECT ENDEAVORS TO HONOR THE ENDUR ING AND REMARKABLE CONTR IBU-
T IONS OF THE ITAL IAN-AMER ICAN COMMUNITY TO THE PROSPER ITY AND WELL-BE-
ING OF SAN FRANC ISCO. TH IS WILL BE ACH IEVED THROUGH THE INSTALLAT ION OF 
BRONZE PLAQUES ALONG THE S IDEWALKS IN THE H ISTOR IC ITAL IAN NE IGHBORHOOD 
OF NORTH BEACH. THESE PLAQUES WILL BE DED ICATED TO KEY F IGURES ,  COMPLE-
MENTED BY A WEBS ITE AND APP THAT WILL ENHANCE THE PATH WITH ADD IT IONAL 
EM INENT PERSONAL IT IES AND INFORMAT IVE CONTENT.

CAL IFORN IA ,  AS A LAND OF IMM IGRAT ION, WITNESSED AN EARLY INFLUX OF ITAL-
IAN IMM IGRANTS FROM REG IONS SUCH AS TUSCANY, P IEDMONT, L IGUR IA ,  AND S IC -
I LY S INCE THE M ID-19TH CENTURY .

THESE IMM IGRANTS ,  SPANN ING VAR IOUS BACKGROUNDS FROM F ISHERMEN AND 
M INERS TO ENTREPRENEURS ,  BANKERS ,  AND ART ISTS ,  SOUGHT A BETTER L IFE FOR 
THEMSELVES AND THE IR FAMIL IES ON THE WEST COAST.

THE IR COLLECT IVE CONTR IBUT IONS S IGN IF ICANTLY SHAPED THE GROWTH OF SAN 
FRANC ISCO, PART ICULARLY WITH THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF THE H ISTOR IC ITAL IAN 
NE IGHBORHOOD OF NORTH BEACH IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY .

THE ITAL IAN M IGRATORY FLOW CONT INUED OVER THE YEARS ,  WELCOMING SUBSE-
QUENT WAVES OF IMM IGRANTS IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY ,  POST-WORLD WAR 
I I ,  AND MORE RECENTLY ,  INCLUD ING SC IENT ISTS ,  TECH-BUS INESSMEN, PROFESSORS , 
AND RESEARCHERS .  NOTABLE F IGURES FROM THE EARLY 1900S ,  L IKE A .P .  G IANN I -
NI ,  FOUNDER OF BANCA D’ ITAL IA (LATER BANK OF AMER ICA) ,  COEX IST WITH CON -
TEMPORARY SC IENT ISTS SUCH AS FEDER ICO FAGG IN ,  THE DES IGNER OF THE F IRST 
M ICROCH IP .

TH IS PROJECT SEEKS TO CELEBRATE THE ITAL IAN-AMER ICAN COMMUNITY ,  A V I -
BRANT AND INTEGRAL PART OF THE C ITY ’S UN IQUE D IVERS ITY AND INCLUS IVENESS . 
I T  RECOGN IZES THAT EVEN IMM IGRANTS OF HUMBLE OR IG INS ,  WHO ARR IVED IN 
THE BAY AREA, FOUND THE IR WAY TO CONTR IBUTE BACK TO OTHER COMMUNIT IES , 
THEREBY ENR ICH ING THE CULTURAL HER ITAGE AND D IVERS ITY OF SAN FRANC ISCO.
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SAN FRANCISCO MAP IN 1897

NORTH BEACH IN 1861



THE PROJECTTHE PROJECT

THE PROJECT ENTA ILS CREAT ING A PATHWAY THROUGHOUT SAN FRANC ISCO’S 
NORTH BEACH D ISTR ICT ,  MARKED BY BRONZE PLAQUES EMBEDDED IN PEDESTR IAN 
STREETS .

THESE PLAQUES ARE DED ICATED TO PROMINENT F IGURES WITH IN THE ITAL-
IAN-AMER ICAN COMMUNITY WHO HAVE MADE S IGN IF ICANT CONTR IBUT IONS TO SAN 
FRANC ISCO ACROSS VAR IOUS DOMAINS ,  INCLUD ING POL IT ICS ,  CULTURE ,  SOC IAL 
ASS ISTANCE ,  ENTERTA INMENT, SC IENCE ,  TECHNOLOGY, BUS INESS ,  AND MORE .

THE INTENT ION IS TO IMMORTAL IZE AND HONOR THE IR MEMORY AND EMPHAS IZE 
THE IMPORTANCE OF IND IV IDUAL EFFORTS IN FOSTER ING THE GROWTH AND DEVEL-
OPMENT OF THE C ITY ’S COMMUNITY .

COMPLEMENT ING THE PHYS ICAL PATHWAY, AN APP AND WEBS ITE WILL BE DEVEL-
OPED, ACCESS IBLE THROUGH A RECOGN IZABLE V ISUAL SYSTEM ON EACH PLAQUE , 
SUCH AS A QR CODE .  THESE D IG ITAL PLATFORMS WILL PROV IDE H ISTOR ICAL NOTES 
AND V ISUAL MATER IALS L IKE PHOTOS AND V IDEOS FOR EACH FEATURED CHARAC-
TER .

TO ENHANCE THE PATHWAY, ADD IT IONAL LOCAT IONS OR STOR IES CONNECTED 
WITH NORTH BEACH DEST INAT IONS OR LESSER-KNOWN IND IV IDUALS WILL BE IL -
LUSTRATED AND DESCR IBED ,  CELEBRAT ING D IVERSE CONTR IBUT IONS INTEGRAL TO 
THE NE IGHBORHOOD’S ESSENCE .

DUR ING THE PLACEMENT OF EACH PLAQUE ,  S IDE-EVENTS WILL BE ORGANIZED TO 
CELEBRATE THE CHARACTERS’ H ISTORY AND CONTR IBUT IONS ,  INCORPORAT ING EX -
H IB IT IONS ,  CONFERENCES ,  TALKS ,  AND MORE .  V ISUAL MATER IALS AND TEST IMO-
N IES FROM THESE EVENTS WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO THE APP AND WEBS ITE ,  CRE-
AT ING A COMPREHENS IVE AND IMMERS IVE EXPER IENCE FOR IND IV IDUALS EXPLOR ING 
THE PATHWAY.
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PLAQUESPLAQUES

PLAQUES EXAMPLE

STREET PATHSTREET PATH

CELEBRAT IONCELEBRAT ION
EVENTSEVENTS

WEBS ITEWEBS ITE
& APP& APP



THE PATHTHE PATH

THE MAIN PATH WILL START AROUND WASH INGTON SQUARE (THE L IVELY CORNER OF THE NORTH BEACH NE IGHBOTHOOD) AND MOVE ALONG COLUMBUS STREET AND BROADWAY AV -
ENUE WITH SOME INTERSECT IONS WITH OTHER STREETS (VALLEJO STREET ,  GREEN STREET ,  UN ION STREET ,  F ILBERT STREET ,  ETC . )  FROM THERE ,  IT WILL MOVE TO THE EMBARCADERO 
AND THE F ISHERMANS WHARF AREA.
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THE CHARACTERSTHE CHARACTERS

THE F IRST 2 PLAQUES IN 2023/24 WILL CELEBRATE THE FOLLOWING ITAL IAN AMER ICAN CHARACTERS : 

GEORGE MOSCONE GEORGE MOSCONE (1929-1978)

MAYOR OF SAN FRANC ISCO HE WAS 
KNOWN AS “THE PEOPLE ’S MAYOR”, 
WHO OPENED UP THE C ITY HALL AND 
ITS COMMISS IONS TO REFLECT THE 
D IVERS ITY OF SAN FRANC ISCO.

MAR IANA BERTOLA MAR IANA BERTOLA (1865-1955)

AN INTELL IGENT AND INSP IRAT IONAL
TEACHER AND PR INC IPAL WHO
GRADAUTED FROM COOPER MED ICAL
COLLEGE IN 1899 TO BECOME A
PROMINENT OBSTETR IC IAN .  SHE
CHAMP IONED THE “CAL IFORN IA
PLAN,” ADVOCAT ING FOR EVERY
COUNTY HOSP ITAL TO PROV IDE
MATERN ITY AND CH ILDREN’S WARDS.
ADDIT IONALLY ,  SHE PLAYED P IVOTAL
ROLES IN LEAD ING & SUPPORT ING
NUMEROUS PH ILANTHROP IC
ORGANIZAT IONS THAT PROTECTED
AND PROMOTED WOMEN AND
CH ILDREN.

FROM 2024/25 ON:
 
RENA BOCC IRENA BOCC I  (1895-1988) PH ILANTHROP IST
BEN IAM INO BUFFANOBEN IAM INO BUFFANO (1898-1970) SCULPTOR
JOE D I  MAGG IOJOE D I  MAGG IO (1914-1999) BASEBALL PLAYER
FEDER ICO FAGG INFEDER ICO FAGG IN (1941) PHYS IC IST
LAWRENCE FERL INGHETT ILAWRENCE FERL INGHETT I (1919-2021) POET
FRANC IS FORD COPPOLAFRANC IS FORD COPPOLA  (1939) F ILM MAKER
JOHN FUGAZ IJOHN FUGAZ I (1838-1916) BANKER AND PH ILANTHROP IST
AMEDEO G IANN IN IAMEDEO G IANN IN I (1870-1949) BANKER AND PH ILANTHROP IST
ETTORE PATR IZ IETTORE PATR IZ I (1870-1941) NEWSPAPER ED ITOR
FATHER RAFFAELE P IPERN IFATHER RAFFAELE P IPERN I (1842-1930) PR IEST
ANTONIETTA P ISANELL IANTONIETTA P ISANELL I (1869-1957) S INGER AND BUS INESSWOMAN
AMEDEO TOMASS IN IAMEDEO TOMASS IN I (1900-1983) PH ILANTHROP IST
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THE PLAQUESTHE PLAQUES
THE PLAQUES WILL BE MANUFACTURED BY ARTWORKS FOUNDRYARTWORKS FOUNDRY ,  THE SAME FOUNDERY THAT PRODUCED THE PLAQUES ON THE RA INBOW HONOR WALK IN THE CASTRO. THE SAME 
BRONZE WILL BE USED WHICH MEETS THE SAME SL IP RES ISTANCE STANDARD WHICH DOES NOT REQU IRE ADD IT IONAL SURFACE TREATMENT

PLAQUE THICKENED PORTION , TYP

THREADED ROD, TYPICAL

BRONZE PLAQUE 36" X 33"

CONCRETE SIDEWALK

THICKENED BRONZE

5" THREADED RODS, BRASS OR STAINLESS

BRONZE PLAQUE 36" X 33" X 0.5"

UNDERS IDE AND SECT ION V IEW FRONT V IEW F IN ISH ING DETA ILS

TEXT ,  LOGO AND SHAPE ON THE 
PLAQUE (SHOWED IN BLACK IN THE 
FRONT V IEW) ARE RECESSED LESS 
THAN 1/8”. THE PLAQUE WILL BE 
MOUNTED FLUSH WITH THE S IDE-
WALK.

DIMENS ION: 36”X 32”X 1/2”
MATER IAL :  BRONZE
F IN ISH ING :  MATTE BRUSCHED
WE IGHT:  APPROX 80 LBS
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POS IT ION OF GEORGE MOSCONE’S PLAQUEPOS IT ION OF GEORGE MOSCONE’S PLAQUE
STOCKTON ST CROSS UN ION ST

STOCKTON ST

U
N
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PLAQUE OF GEORGE MOSCONE

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK
STOCKTON ST

PLAQUE POSITION
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POS IT ION OF MAR IANA BERTOLA’S PLAQUEPOS IT ION OF MAR IANA BERTOLA’S PLAQUE
STOCKTON ST CROSS UN ION ST

STOCKTON ST

FI
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T 

ST

PLAQUE OF MARIANA BERTOLA

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK
STOCKTON ST

PLAQUE POSITION
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