




• Founded in 1996
• All volunteer organization, 501(c)3
• No paid staff or HQ building
• 130-170 active foster homes
• 450+ foster birds in the Greater SF Bay Area
• We take in 150-350 birds a year 
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Main Causes of Injury and Illness

1. Rat poison: Bromethalin
2. Physical trauma – broken wing, spine, leg or hip, tail, facial injuries

High speed impact with buildings/cars/the ground
3. Fledging accidents (September – approx. 1-4 a year)
4. Predator attack and survival 

Puncture wounds, physical trauma

All intakes require immediate medical care.
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2023 Babies Spike



Bromethalin: The High Price of Poison

• Well over half of our intakes show symptoms of bromethalin
• The survival rate is approximately 50% (TBC)
• The approximate “survival window” is ~3 months
• Hospitalisation costs are $1148.40 pcm + medications, treatments per 

bird
• On average: the $3.5k investment determines if they survive
• Over 4 years, we funded a study to confirm that bromethalin was the 

cause of these symptoms
• https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0213248

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0213248




Use of Bromethalin in San Francisco

• Dr Chris Geiger – 2019 phone conference
• The city only use bromethalin in the sewers
• Theory: Main risk is private use on top of buildings
• Unsafe pellet scattering without proper use of bait stations

• Information campaign would be so valuable
• Educate the public, wildlife

• The cost to other wildlife is going unseen
• Pigeons, song birds, small mammals..?

• Raptors Are The Solution (RATS) do great work in education and 
studies, better alternatives
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Some Numbers

Intakes 236
Deceased in care 82
Adoptions 64
Fostered 26
In hospital 21
Released 37



2023 was a (bad) record year

• 20 intakes! 
• Higher intake during fledging season
• More physical trauma injuries than average
• Impact of trees downed near the roost? TBD
• Too early to say



A growing problem

• At present, Mickaboo is shouldering the costs alone 
• Not sustainable given current trends
• Future goals: Partner with other rescues that take in wildlife
• Public education and outreach
• Improve and extend rehabilitation capacity
• Create wider network for training new foster homes



How can you help?
• Let the wild parrots be wild!

• Avoid feeding or ‘taming’ them by hand
• Do not encourage or lure them indoors via windows, etc

• Become a foster home for wobbly wild parrots
• Spread the word
• Take our free bird care class
• Don’t use rat poison!

• https://www.raptorsarethesolution.org/
• Volunteer – volunteer@mickaboo.org
• Don’t breed… don’t buy… adopt!
• Support the end of ‘pet bird’ sales

https://mickaboo.org/basic-bird-care-class
https://www.raptorsarethesolution.org/
mailto:volunteer@mickaboo.org


Coming soon in 4K..bigger, brighter than ever

• (but thankfully not louder)
• At the Roxie, Jan 12-18
• Mickaboo ‘trailer’ before the movie!



If you liked this…



If you liked this…
• SoCal Parrot: https://www.socalparrot.org/

• Presentation by Brooke Durham:
• https://youtu.be/Bxb49m3p3YQ

• Lafeber webinars on YouTube
• Avian Health, Behavior, Research

• Palomacy – domestic pigeons and doves
• www.pigeonrescue.org

• Mickaboo’s free bird care class
• https://mickaboo.org/basic-bird-care-class

• Hilary Hankey – professional trainer 
• https://avian-behavior.org/
• And the podcast

• Watch all of our past online adoption fairs on our YouTube channel
• youtube.com/mickaboorescue

• Yes, we’re on TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@mickaboorescue

https://www.socalparrot.org/
https://youtu.be/Bxb49m3p3YQ
https://mickaboo.org/basic-bird-care-class


Consider Fostering
• We have several special needs conures

in need of homes
• THC foster homes are the best!
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