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[bookmark: _Hlk88515336]SAN FRANCISCO
CANNABIS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
Notice of Hearing & Agenda

	Meeting held via Webex



July, 25, 2023
1:00 - 3:00 pm
Regular Meeting
	
	                   Committee Members:

	                Voting Members
	Non-Voting Members

	

	· Ali Jamalian
· Adam Hayes
· Apollo Wallace
· Drakari Donaldson
· David Nogales Talley
· Shay Gilmore
· Antoinette Mobley
	· Mohanned Malhi or rep. from SFPDH 
· Victor Wong from SFPD
· Stephen Kwok or rep. of DBI
· Mathew Chandler or rep. of SF Planning 
· Superintendent or rep. from SFUSD
· Dylan Rice or rep. of SF Entertainment Commission













 Meeting materials are available at:
Website: www.officeofcannabis.sfgov.org
Office of Cannabis, City Hall
1 Dr Carlton B Goodlett Pl #18
San Francisco, CA 94102




Disability and language accommodations available upon request to: officeofcannabis@sfgov.org or 628-652-0420 at least 48 hours in advance, except for Monday meetings, for which the deadline is 4pm the previous Friday.
			

Know Your Rights Under the Sunshine Ordinance 
(Chapter 67 of the San Francisco Administrative Code)
Government's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. Commissions, boards, councils and other agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the people's business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the people and that City operations are open to the people's review. 

For more information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance or to report a violation of the ordinance, contact the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force at City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 409; phone (415) 554-7724; fax (415) 554- 7854; or e-mail at sotf@sfgov.org. Copies of the Sunshine Ordinance can be obtained from the Clerk of the Sunshine Task Force, the San Francisco Library and on the City’s website at www.sfbos.org/sunshine. 

Meeting Materials
Any materials distributed to the members of the Committee within 72 hours of the meeting or after the agenda packet has been delivered to the members are available for inspection at the Office of Cannabis, 49 South Van Ness, San Francisco, CA 94103, during regular office hours.


Ringing and Use of Cell Phones
The ringing of use of cell phones, pagers, and similar sound-producing electronic devices are prohibited at this meeting. The Chair may order the removal from the meeting room of any person responsible for any ringing or use of a cell phone, pager, or other similar sound-producing electronic device.

Privacy Policy Personal 
Information that is provided in communications to the Office of Cannabis is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted. 

Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Cannabis Oversight Committee. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Department regarding projects or hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Department does not redact any information from these submissions. This means that personal information including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that a member of the public elects to submit to the Office and its committee may appear on the Office’s website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy. 

San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance 
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or administrative action may be required by the San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance [SF Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code Section 21.00-2.160] to register and report lobbying activity. For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the San Francisco Ethics Commission at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 220, San Francisco, CA 94102; phone (415) 252-3100; fax (415) 252-3112; and online http://www.sfgov.org/ethics. 

Accessible Meeting Information
Committee hearings are currently being held remotely using the Microsoft WebEx meeting platform. The location is accessible to persons using wheelchairs and other assistive mobility devices. 

Disability Accommodations: To request assistive listening devices, real time captioning, sign language interpreters, readers, large print agendas or other accommodations, please contact the Office of Cannabis at www.officeofcannabis.sfgov.org or 628-652-0420 at least 72 hours in advance of the hearing to help ensure availability. 

Language Assistance: To request an interpreter for a specific item during the hearing, contact the Office of Cannabis at www.officeofcannabis.sfgov.org or 415-554-4420 at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing. 

Allergies: In order to assist the City in accommodating persons with severe allergies, environmental illness, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, please refrain from wearing scented products (e.g. perfume and scented lotions) to Committee hearings. 

SPANISH: Agenda para la Oficina de Canabis. Si desea asistir a la audiencia, y quisiera obtener información en Español o solicitar un aparato para asistencia auditiva, llame al 628-652-0420. Por favor llame por lo menos 48 horas de anticipación a la audiencia. 

CHINESE: 規劃委員會議程。聽證會上如需要語言協助或要求輔助設備，請致電415-554-4420 請在聽證會舉行之前的 至少48個小時提出要求。

TAGALOG: Adyenda ng Komisyon ng Pagpaplano. Para sa tulong sa lengguwahe o para humiling ng Pantulong na Kagamitan para sa Pagdinig (headset), mangyari lamang na tumawag sa 628-652-0420. Mangyaring tumawag nang maaga (kung maaari ay 48 oras) bago sa araw ng Pagdinig. 

RUSSIAN: Повестка дня Комиссии по планированию. За помощью переводчика или за вспомогательным слуховым устройством на время слушаний обращайтесь по номеру 628-652-0420. Запросы должны делаться минимум за 48 часов до начала слушания.

Regular Agenda:
	1.
	Call to Order / Roll Call
· Upon roll call, the following Committee Members were noted present [(v)= voting member]
· Ali Jamalian (v)
· Adam Hayes (v)
· Apollo Wallace (v)
· Drakari Donaldson (v)
· David Nogales Talley (v)
· Shay Gilmore (v)
· Antoinette Mobley (v)
· Mohanned Malhi, Department of Public Health
· Stephen Kwok, Department of Building Inspection
· Michael Christensen, Planning Department
· Dylan Rice, Entertainment Commission
· Victor Wong, Fire Department (Remote)
· The following Committee Members were not present:
· Police Department Representative
· San Francisco Unified School District Representative
· A quorum is established
	

	2.
	Land Acknowledgement 
· Scott Dennis recognizes the origins and traditions of the land on which the OOC operates and on which the meeting and COC guests are.
	

	3. 
	General Public Comment
Members of the public may address the Committee on topics that are not on the agenda but are within the jurisdiction of the Committee, for a maximum of 3 minutes per individual.
· Bram Goodwin : “Thank you. My name is Bram Goodwin, I’m a cannabis activist. I’m the media director of the Brownie Mary Democratic Club of San Francisco, and I just wanted to thank the members of the committee for serving because I know it’s not easy and takes time away and I appreciate your service. My comment really is, I would love to see the Committee this year to concentrate a little bit of its efforts on consumers and medical patients. Without them, there is no business, legal business. And, in the last meeting, Sara Payan was the medical Committee member, who put forth proposals to help streamline the MMIC which is a card, which I’m a medical patient of. And now our opinion, there hasn’t been enough outreach  to people so that they know about the program. It’s very limited in terms of access, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 1 to 4 are the only times that you would have to come in person, which most working people are not able to do. I’d like to see some kind of an online program like the EMV has. But I’d love to see the Committee look into it. The other item I’d like to raise eventually is, given the economic situation here in San Francisco, many empty buildings, people asking for events, and things to fill up, and bring people to downtown especially. I’d like to see cannabis be a part of the revitalization, and like to see the city government and public health loosen some of the rules, allow cannabis to take some of that space and be productive. I’d like to remind everybody, that cannabis is retail (inaudible) about everybody else, only growth industries that we have in the last couple years, and I’d like to see it even accelerated. We all know it’s a very difficult time in the business, and I think creating more customers. That’s what we need. We need to be out in the public. I’d love to see town halls that explain to the public what cannabis is about, and all the products that it does, and I think it’s part of the recommendation that Sarah put down was that there’d be money allocated for these kind of outreach efforts, increase our base, and increase our medical base. So, I thank you for the opportunity to speak. Appreciate your service, and I’ll be sitting here during the different agenda items. Thank you.”
	

	4. 
	Review and Consideration of Regular Agenda
Committee members review and amend the meeting agenda as necessary and vote to approve.
· There are no edits or requests for revisions from the Committee

· No public comment

· Motion: There is a motion to keep the agenda.  
· Motion/Second: Ali Jamalian/Apollo Wallace| Motion Approved
· Ayes: 7 | Nays: 0 | Abstentions: 0 | Absent: 0
	Discussion, Action

	5.
	Commencement of Oversight Committee
Director of the Office of Cannabis, Nikesh Patel, will provide welcoming remarks and swear in the new Committee members.
· Director Patel introduces himself. Director Patel expressed thanks for everyone attending the in-person meeting since two. 
· Director Patel shares that his presentation is to provide context for the work, welcome the new Committee members, and explain past recommendations: 
· Director Patel reviews a previous Committee recommendation to create more access to capital funding which created the equity grants program. 
· Director Patel reviews another permitting recommendation supporting the Office of Cannabis, which was understaffed and affected the application review. Since this recommendation, the Office has increased staffing. 
· Director Patel reviews another recommendation for creating S-type licensing.
· Director Patel reviews another recommendation for eliminating fees associated with the application process. As a result, there is not a fee in the first year but there is a fee in future years. Director Patel reviews another recommendation which was reducing the …(inaudible). It’s been increasing exponentially and is expected to grow. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Director Patel reviewed a recommendation that led to working with the Supervisors to carve out an exception for cannabis with regards to a ban on indoor residential smoking. 
· Director Patel shares that a major topic for the Committee was tax policies. 
· Director Patel reviews a recommendation to increase daily sale limits at events. Director Patel reviews efforts that have been discussed and will need to be continued by the current Committee. One recommendation is around retailers’ shelf space for equity retailers. 
· Director Patel emphasizes how the conversations had by the Committee are impactful and informs many other conversations with the Supervisors and related decision makers.
· No public comment

Committee Discussion
· Committee Members repeat the Oath aloud as a group. 
	Discussion

	6.
	Member Introductions
For this inaugural meeting, Committee members will have an opportunity to introduce themselves, their areas of expertise, and cannabis-related topics in which they are particularly interested.
Committee Discussion
· Member Mobley introduces herself as a cannabis user and advocate interested in supporting the continuation of the Committee. Member Mobley worked as an advocate when working for Alameda County as a Quality Assurance Consultant and was nominated to join and work with stakeholders towards the full medical program legislation. Member Mobley shares personal family and patient experiences benefitting from using Cannabis and CBD. Member Mobley emphasizes she wants to listen and be open, and that she appreciates everyone’s input and attendance.
· Member Gilmore introduces himself as a worker in his own law practice in San Francisco and works with cannabis operators and investors in a corporate, commercial, and regulatory manner. Member Gilmore is interested in implementing the Housing Act to provide a prohibition on discrimination against workers on off duty, offsite cannabis use. Member Gilmore wants to use the committee to involve the law and policy on access to cannabis.
· Member Nogales Talley introduces himself as being in the cannabis industry for more than 20 years, recently in sales. Member Nogales Talley has a focus and interest on legislation and servicing stakeholders. 
· Member Donaldson introduces himself as the CEO and equity owner of the California Street Management Company. Member Donaldson’s experience being a small business owner and owning dispensaries drives him to want to work with a group of people who are interested in acknowledging issues small business and equity owners are facing. 
· Member Wallace introduces himself as an organizer and business agent. Member Wallace’s experience includes organizing cannabis drivers at a delivery company where he dedicates his time on workers and how they are benefitted.
· Member Hayes introduces himself as co-owner for a San Francisco company and is a legacy operator that existed before recreational cannabis. Member Hayes finds it important for small business owners to know what is going on in the city and be represented.
· Member Jamalian introduces himself as a repeat member and is excited to create impact and work with everyone new on the Committee. Member Jamalian is excited to work with small business owners, make decisions, and revamp important recommendations mentioned.
· Mohanned Malhi introduces himself as a Principal Environment Health Inspector in San Francisco Department of Public Health, with a focus on Children’s Lead Prevention Program, Healthy Housing and cannabis space.
· Dylan Rice introduces himself as a Senior Analyst at the Entertainment Commission. Member Rice works as a resource and thought partner as cannabis continues to be normalized. He works in coordinating public events that involve cannabis consumption.
· Stephen Kwok introduces himself as a Senior Inspector with the Department of Building Inspections.
· On behalf of Matthew Chandler, Michael Christensen represents the Planning Department, and wants to improve the city’s processes overall. He mentions Matthew Chandler is new to OOC and will be the primary point of contact but is happy to attend meetings in case of a need for the Permit Center.

· No public comment

	Discussion

	7.
	Overview of Committee: Roles, Responsibilities, and Meeting Rules
Presentations by the San Francisco Office of Cannabis.
· Scott Dennis from the OOC introduces the presentation agenda, reviewed the purpose of the Committee, and reviewed details related to the Brown Act and meeting regulations, including details related to voting, public comment, posting of agendas, and more. 
Committee Discussion
· A member asks how the meeting will be facilitated if both chair and co-chair are absent. 
· Scott Dennis responds that staff would step in to facilitate the meeting, so long as at least five members are present to establish quorum for the meeting to take place. 
· Member Christensen asks how members can add items to the agenda if the agenda is posted publicly 72 hours in advance. 
· Director Patel clarifies that in accordance with the Brown Act, new items cannot be proposed but are added instead for following meeting. Director Patel also clarifies that the order of items on an agenda can be reordered by motion and voting. 

· No public comment


	Discussion

	8.
	
Elect Chair and Vice Chair 
Committee members will vote to nominate and approve a Committee Chair and Vice Chair

Committee Discussion
· Scott Dennis from the OOC reviews the voting process: Members can self-nominate for Chair or Vice Chair and then there will be an opportunity for discussion and remarks. 
· Members agree to vote publicly and not do a closed/anonymous voting process.
· Member Mobley self nominates for Vice Chair. Member Jamalian seconds the nomination.
· Member Nogales Talley nominates Member Jamalian for Chair. Member Wallace seconds the nomination.
· Member Jamailian nominates Member Hayes for Vice Chair. Member Nogales Talley seconds the nomination.
· Member Mobley nominates Member Gilmore for Chair.
· Member Gilmore declines the nomination. 
· Member Jamalian remarks he is excited to continue the work as Chair. Member Jamalian states there is a lot of bureaucracy involved and therefore his experience will make the process smoother.
· Member Hayes remarks he would like the Vice Chair position because it would be good experience and he has been dedicated to this industry for a long time. Member Hayes states he believes he has the best interest of Committee in mind.
· Member Mobley remarks that she wants to be Vice Chair and support and grow in the position of Vice Chair next to a Chair who has been here before. Member Mobley states that she has skills around notetaking and would balance out the Chair. 

Public Comment
· Bram Goodwin: “I just want to mention I know Ali pretty well, and I attended virtually and I guess in person most of the committee meetings. I found him to be fair and I think his institutional knowledge is important because I really would like to see the Committee take upon the position in San Francisco to put forward some of these reforms that we really need.. On Vice Chair, I know Adam a little bit, I don’t know Antoinette, but from what I’ve heard today, either one would be a good choice. So again I appreciate your service, because I know it’s not easy, taking away from your work. Thank you.”

· Motion: Motion for Member Ali Jamalian to serve in the role of the Chair.
· Motion/Second: David Nogales Talley/Apollo Wallace | Motion Approved
· Ayes: 7 | Nays: 0 | Abstentions: 0 | Absent: 0

· Motion: Motion for Adam Hayes to serve in the role of the Chair.
· Motion/Second: Ali Jamalian/ David Nogales Talley | Motion Approved
· Ayes: 4 | Nays: 3 | Abstentions: 0 | Absent: 0

· Motion: Motion to for Member Ali Jamalian to serve in the role of the Chair.
· Motion/Second: Antoinette Mobley/Ali Jamalian| Motion Denied
· Ayes: 3 | Nays: 4 | Abstentions: 0 | Absent: 0


	Discussion/Action

	9.
	
Reviewing COC Bylaws
Committee members will review, provide feedback, and possibly vote to amend Committee Bylaws. A member from the OOC will provide very brief remarks.

Committee Discussion
· Member Jamalian states that he feels like legacy should be added to the mission to include legacy operators, member Talley supports this intersection between legacies and social equity.
· Director Patel states there should be a discussion on Mission, section 1.4 of bylaws and that this might get put on a future agenda. 
· Member Gilmore states that he’s supportive of Chair Jamalian’s idea and is happy to work on the language with other members. 
· Member Gilmore asks Director Patel if there are any points in the Bylaws that he sees fit to be discussed.
· Director Patel responds that there is not much room to negotiate, however he personally thinks there should be a discussion on 3.1 - regular meetings, to establish a set date and time. 
· Member Mobley discusses the duties of the racial equity lead and whether they are a liaison to other city/county commissions on behalf of COC. 
· Director Patel explains the racial equity purpose that the Committee serves.
· Scott Dennis adds that this can be an item for future agenda.
· Chair Jamalian supports discussing the racial equity lead at a future agenda. 

Public Comment
· (Online comment) Shauna Guishenare: CEO of Access of Love SF, Former task force member - “Our organization has a petition of over 150 signatures in opposition to the de facto band of new medical and equity permits with concerns of violation of antitrust laws. We ask the petition to add to public record of the committee and help forward the petition to the full board and the city attorney’s office. We also have concerns that cannabis taxes are not getting to SF impacted neighborhoods, and that only a handful of clubs have compassion programs. We are still present and will stand in (inaudible) and consumer’s rights and work with this committee. Thank you for reading my comments.” 

Committee Discussion
· Director Patel reviews the suggestions for how to reword the mission statement to add legacy operators.
· Member Gilmore suggests changing the mission statement to after “communities of color”, insert “communities of color, legacy operators, who have been…”
· Director Patel adds another grammatical suggestion 
· Scott Dennis reviews proposed revisions to the mission statement to be incorporated into bylaws: “To advance racial equity within the cannabis industry by ensuring that relevant services and legal processes are inclusive and culturally competent and effective at removing barriers and individuals, communities of color, and legacy operators.” 
· Director Patel confirms that the proposed amendment will be posted for public comment as well.  

· Motion: There is a motion to amend the SF COC mission statement to read: “To advance racial equity within the cannabis industry by ensuring that relevant services and legal processes are inclusive and culturally competent and effective at removing barriers and individuals, communities of color, and legacy operators.”
·  Motion/Second: Ali Jamalian/Shay Gilmore| Motion Approved
· Ayes: 7 | Nays: 0 | Abstentions: 0 | Absent: 0
	Discussion, Action

	10.
	
Selecting Standing Meeting and Proposed Future Agenda Items
Committee members will discuss and possibly vote on their preferred standing meeting date, and propose future agenda items for the next committee meeting.

Committee Discussion
· Scott Dennis shares that past Committees met at regular intervals of six to eight weeks between 1-4 PM on Wednesdays.
· Voting members discuss their schedules and preferences for meeting days and times.
· Non-voting members discuss their schedules and preferences for meeting days and times.
· Chair Jamalian asks to confirm that previous meetings fit within the allocated Committee budget.
· Director Patel clarifies that there is budget remaining for the Committee. Director Patel adds that typically meetings are held every six weeks but could be more frequent if there is something of high importance.
Public Comment 
· Bram Goodwin: “I’d like to see an item about medical cannabis patients, (inaudible) programs, which we support and (inaudible) has one… and not every retailer is a participant in that, and would like to see every retailer, not legal thing but as an ethical thing as a part of our community, that they need part of that. So, I’d love to see an agenda item for that, as I pointed out, I would like to see an agenda item about the MMIC program, how it can work with public health to expand it, the educational outreach to people, so that they’re aware of it and how can we get the cost down. Right now, it’s $100 with exception we’d like to see it go to 0 for people and it was one of the recommendations so, agenda item related to that as well. Thank you.”

Discussion
· Director Patel mentions that members can share ideas for future agenda items and it will be noted in the minutes.
· Member Gilmore suggests a future meeting topic can be building upon former Committee Member Sarah Payan’s efforts from the final meeting of the previous session.
· Chair Jamalian suggests to discuss the racial equity lead in a future meeting. 
· Member Wallace raises a way to review Labor Peace Agreements (LPAs).  
· Director Patel suggests he follow-up with the City Attorney about whether LPAs can be publicly disclosed or how the Committee can engage on this topic. Director Patel affirms that the OOC is aware of this issue. 

· Motion: The Committee will convene on Wednesday from 1-4pm, estimated every six weeks, in the same building. 
· Motion/Second: Ali Jamalian/Apollo Wallace | Motion Approved
· Ayes: 7 | Nays: 0 | Abstentions: 0 | Absent: 0


	Discussion, Action

	11.
	Adjournment
· Motion/Second: Apollo Wallace | Motion Approved
· Time of adjournment: 2:58 PM PST
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