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This Director’s Report to the Mayor’s Disability Council highlights recent activities 
related to San Francisco’s experiences with the ongoing COVID epidemic, the 
City’s attempts to emerge from it, and other activities of interest to the disabled 
community. 

JFK Drive Engagement: 
MOD continues to advise MTA and the Recreation and Parks Department about 
specific steps to improve the accessibility of the Park during the closure of JFK 
Drive and about disability community engagement.  This topic will be on the 
agenda of the February MDC meeting, where the results of the public survey 
about the closure will be shared, along with an update about the results of the 
public engagement process and the upcoming recommendations to the Board of 
Supervisors about the future of JFK Drive. 

Summer Together Program: 
Last summer, the Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) offered 
summer camp placements to children across the City.  MOD received some 
complaints about exclusion of children and youth with disabilities and approached 
DCYF to explore solutions.  A collaboration between DCYF, MOD, the Department 
of Rec and Parks and San Francisco Unified School District came out of this; it 
meets once a month to share resources and training.  Planning for next summer is 
the priority now, and the expected outcome is for participating summer camps to 
have been trained in how to integrate and include children and youth with 
disabilities next summer. 

Shared Spaces Program: 
MOD is providing support to the Shared Spaces team to define specific 
accessibility requirements and standards that all participating businesses will be 
required to follow.  The team is currently planning a communications campaign to 



educate businesses about these requirements and how to come into compliance 
if they are not. 

The Mayor has asked the Board of Supervisors to extend the deadline for 
businesses to come into full compliance with all Shared Spaces requirements but 
to remain focused on accessibility now.   

Disability Community Cultural Center: 
The Department of Disability and Aging Services (DAS) has decided to locate the 
Disability Community Cultural Center (DCCC) at The Kelsey Civic Center. The 
Kelsey Civic Center (240 Van Ness Avenue) will be the future home of an 8-story 
100% affordable residential development. The residential affordable housing 
community is a partnership between The Kelsey and Mercy Housing California. 
The DCCC will be located on the ground floor retail space of The Kelsey Civic 
Center, with an entrance on Grove Street - directly across from San Francisco City 
Hall.   

The DCCC will provide virtual and in-person community service programming, 
educational, artistic, and social networking opportunities focused on serving 
individuals with disabilities and their allies who live or work in the City.   

DAS will soon issue a Request for Proposals for planning and then rolling out 
virtual and in-person programs.  The San Francisco Disability Community Cultural 
Center will bring diverse people with disabilities together to access resources, 
advance social justice, and foster Disability culture, community and pride. 

 

COVID Response and Recovery: 
During October and November, MOD supported a booster vaccination program 
for people with disabilities that was offered once a week at the Lighthouse for the 
Blind, 1155 Market Street.    

Virtual and Public Meetings: 
Last Fall, several disability advocacy organizations requested that San Francisco 
continue to provide a way for the public to participate in board and commission 
meetings virtually, either through virtual or hybrid platforms.  They pointed out 
that virtual meetings offer more accessible possibilities for participation from 



people with disabilities.  In response, San Francisco City Hall meeting rooms have 
been set up to handle virtual meetings, and this mode will be available for 
decision-making boards and commissions.  As the pandemic continues, passive 
meeting bodies such as MCD will continue to meet virtually.   

Open Source Voting Pilot Trial: 
MOD supports a collaboration between the Department of Elections and the 
VotingWorks project to conduct a pilot trial of an Open Source voting system in 
the next election.  VotingWorks’ system meets applicable accessibility technical 
standards, and we hope it will make voting more accessible.  MOD will monitor 
the outcomes from this pilot. 

Vision Zero/Pedestrian Safety:   
MOD participated in a meeting between the Lighthouse for the Blind and the MTA 
division that adds accessible pedestrian crossing signals to intersections.  All new 
crossing signal installations are accessible, and installation requests for specific 
crosswalks are prioritized using criteria from a prior SF/Community collaboration.  
Lighthouse representatives have requested increased transparency and 
information sharing.    

Legislative Updates:  MDC and members of the public may want to engage with 
the following: 

Transportation Network Company (TNC) legislation: SB 1376: TNC Access for All 
Act is in pilot implementation phase. MOD, SFMTA and the County Transportation 
Authority (CTA) continue to be parties to the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) comment proceeding, on the recommendation of the 
Mayor’s Disability Council.  

• The proceeding is currently on Track 4, which has largely to do with 
implementation and disability equity issues.  

Board of Supervisors' Resolution 211208: urging the SFTMA to “implement 
measures to significantly expand compliance with existing public health and 
safety conditions pertaining to safe and accessible parking methods and 
prohibition on the riding of bicycles and scooters on sidewalks.” 

Shared Spaces Enforcement Moratorium:  
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