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San Francisco Artist (SFA) Grant Program Overview 
 
San Francisco Artist grants support artists who are continuous residents of San 
Francisco for two years at the time of application. This grant funds personal artistic 
projects that stimulate the creation and presentation of art throughout the City's 
neighborhoods. Projects must include a public benefit to San Francisco, its 
neighborhoods and/or communities within the grant window. Applicants are 
encouraged to define a public benefit that best fits their project, either virtual, in 
person, or otherwise imagined and realized by the artist. 
 
This category is open to all genres - encouraging cross-genre, traditional practice, 
folk art, and community-based artists to apply. We continued our success with 
grouping applicants who self-identify as having five years or less experience either in 
their overall career or proposed project genre. These applicants were reviewed by a 
separate panel and had a 50% funding success rate this round. All panels this year 
were multi-genre, which led panel discussion to focus on the structures behind a 
project and the personal goals of the artist, rather than limited genre concepts. Staff 
continued to provide category specific technical assistance and a webinar focused 
on work samples, along with increased outreach to applicants through the Cultural 
Ambassador program. The SFA category is excited to recommend 31 new grantees 
which represent 44% of the total funded applications. 
 
Panel Composition 
Three multi-genre two-day peer review panels convened virtually between March 7 
and March 22, 2023, to discuss and rank the SFA applications. Panelists reviewed the 
applications according to the criteria published in the SFA 2022-23 guidelines. 
 
The racial demographics of the panelists include African American, Asian American 
(Chinese and Korean), Black, Filipinx, Latinx, Southeast Asian and white. Panelists 
were eight women and six men who identify as bisexual, gay, heterosexual, and 
queer. The panelists brought expertise in film making, documentation, spoken word, 
new and traditional music, theater, visual art, poetry, fiction, printmaking, mixed 
media, traditional and modern dance, social practice, coding, comics, and graphic 
design. 
 
FY22-23 SFA Funding Recommendations 
The Arts Commission received 99 SFA applications. During the eligibility check, five 
applicants were deemed ineligible due to open grants in the category and one 
applicant had a City employment conflict.  
 
Panelists reviewed 93 applications according to the stated review criteria. SFA 
funding recommendations include 69 applicants for a total of $1,373,800. An 
additional $40,000 in San Francisco Public Library funds brings the total number of 
grantees to 71 for this year, for a total allocation of $1,413,800.  
 
Recommended projects are rooted in storytelling, both personal and communal, and 
are collaborative as well as unique to San Francisco. A number focus on historical 
documentation, local ecologies, and queer identity. A few are second iterations or 
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phases of previously successful work such as Tina D’Elia’s one woman show and 
Andrea Rodriguez’s salsa love story. Successful projects include a site-specific work 
at Ocean Beach, multi-lingual works in fiction, poetry, and theater, a festival to share 
indigenous land practice across cultures, and a musical focused on the Palestinian 
refugee experience. 
 
Staff worked to increase panel accessibility based on last year’s success, by including 
ASL interpretation at all three public panels without an accessibility request in 
advance. With panelists, staff worked to increase comfort and familiarity with the 
practice of visual descriptions for audio only listeners and hope to have additional 
language access in the future. 
 
SFA applicants had an overall funding success rate of 75%. Applicants that scored 
lower had minimal information or did not answer the questions asked in the 
application. Some struggled with their ability to self-identify in the racial equity 
narrative section of the application. 
 
In summary, staff increased accessibility to this category, which is reflected in the 
number of new grantees and the ASL interpretation at all virtual panels. Through 
focused outreach and carefully curated panels, staff created spaces that allowed for 
rich discussion and produced an exciting group of projects deeply rooted in the 
unique cultural narrative of San Francisco. 
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