
From: Jeff Kline
Date: Fri, Mar 3, 2023 at 2:08 PM 
Subject: TI Project's punitive residential parking costs make 'affordable' units unaffordable for most lower income 
households! 

Dear TIDA & TIMMA Decision Makers: 

The cost of a residential parking space in the Treasure Island (TI) Project, which is $115k (k= 1,000) for all units in the 
Bristol on YBI-- including BMR units-- makes these units unaffordable if residents actually need to drive.  This extra cost, 
which, at the 2021 mortgage interest rate of 5.35% available for lower income Below Market Rate (BMR) qualified 
buyers through the San Francisco Mayor's Office of Housing and Community Development (MOHCD), works out to 
$642 monthly, or $7,706 yearly*-- and is probably more than 'driving' residents' yearly cost from the "congestion" 
toll.  However, as far as I'm aware, the MOHCD will not help BMR buyers secure low cost financing for the cost of a 
parking space. 

Unfortunately, we still don't know what the expected yearly cost of the toll will be to TI residents or businesses, because 
the Treasure Island Mobility Management Agency (TIMMA) continues to neglect to do an economic impact analysis, 
despite many requests from residents and businesses during the past five years.  However, I've 'guesstimated' that the cost 
to drivers will be ~$7k, based on a chart in a 2015 TIMMA presentation on the "congestion" toll, which mysteriously 
disappeared from all subsequent TIMMA presentations on that subject.   

This $115k price for a parking space seems quite excessive, since a 2019 Chronicle article 'pie chart' of the costs of 
building an apartment in SF put the cost of a parking space at $17.5k per unit, or 2.44% of the total cost, while the land 
cost was $170k, or 24% of the total cost.  Yet the land cost for the 509 acre TI Project area is actually negligible, as it will 
cost the Treasure Island Development Authority (TIDA) no more than $105M (M= million), and the actual housing 
footprint is only around 100 acres.  Incidentally, this $105M land cost amounts to less than 2% of the total cost of the $6B 
(B = billion) TI Project.  But let's pretend that all 509 acres of the TI Project is for housing, and divide the entire $105M 
by the 8k units of planned housing, and let's also assume that a parking space is 1/3 of the total housing footprint: this 
works out to about $4.4k for the land cost of a parking space in the TI Project.  Even with all these 'generous' assumptions 
(which all favor the developer), the cost of a parking space in the TI Project should be no more than $17.5k + $4.4k = 
$21.9k.  

Allowing for a potential 30% increase in parking space construction costs since 2019 (or 10% per year!), and a 'healthy' 
20% profit margin, the cost of a residential parking space in the TI Project should be a little more than $34k.  The 
difference between $34k and the actual price of $115k is $81k, and assuming that there will still be 8k unbundled 
residential parking spaces**, and that these spaces will be sold at $115k (or that they will have a leasing cost or rental cost 
equivalent to $115k), this will result in a 'windfall profit' of $81k per parking space, which, times 8k spaces, yields an 
overall 'windfall profit' for the developers, the Treasure Island Community Development (TICD)-- whose lead 
partner Lennar is the biggest home builder in the U.S.-- of $648 Million! 

TICD must be required to use this huge windfall profit to provide funds for comparable replacement units for all 
displaced TI residents, cash relocation benefits for all displaced TI businesses (both are required under federal 
law), and funds for all transit required by the TI Project-- instead of the paltry amounts of $45M and $37M for 
replacement housing and transit agreed to by TIDA and TICD in the 'sweetheart' self-dealing arrangement 
formalized as the 2011 Disposition and Development Agreement (DDA). 

This hidden windfall profit will be the result of the 'greenwashed', allegedly "'sustainable" design of the TI Project, and 
the private public partnership (PPP) of TICD and TIDA, that uses the statutory 'moral imperatives' to reduce pollution and 
greenhouse gases implicated in global warming, in order to create a program of planned artificial scarcity, which TIDA, 
TIMMA, and TICD then use to justify punitive tolls and fees, and excessive prices for housing and parking-- that will 
increase the costs of living and doing business for everyone.  Sadly, this outrageous rent-seeking scheme will do next to 
nothing to prevent traffic gridlock on the San Francisco Oakland Bay Bridge and the resulting pollution, or to slow global 
warming-- but it will likely yield endlessly rising revenues for TIMMA and huge windfall profits for TICD. 

So let's take a closer look into housing and transportation costs, and the standards and methods of calculating 
affordability.  First of all, the incomes of the buyers of these 'affordable' BMR units in the TI Project are limited to 
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between 89% to 134% of Area Median Income (AMI) for SF.  Here is a link to the 2021 AMI chart: 
https://sfmohcd.org/sites/default/files/Documents/MOH/Asset%20Management/2021%20AMI-IncomeLimits-HMFA.pdf 
 
I assume the buyer is a typical SF-Oakland-Hayward metro area household (HH), who spend 12.1% or ~$11K on 
transportation (T), 86.2% of that on private vehicles.  Incidentally, at least 70% of SF HHs are not 'car-
free'.  https://www.bls.gov/regions/west/news-
release/ConsumerExpenditures_SanFrancisco.htm   https://www.governing.com/archive/car-ownership-numbers-of-
vehicles-by-city-map.html 
 
In addition, the SFCTA has identified TI as a "community of concern" because, according to the Census American 
Community Survey 2019 5 year estimates, 33.7% of TI HHs lack access to a vehicle-- which sounds much less fun or 
progressive than going "car-free"-- the cheerful slogan that TIMMA/SFCTA Planners use continually.  So, for the 70% of 
TI Project residents who would reasonably be expected to want to have private vehicles, the yearly cost of living in a 
BMR or affordable unit in the TI Project-- which includes the required purchase of a monthly transit pass (~$1.8k yearly)-
- will be roughly $13K higher.  Using Bureau of Labor Statistics data from 2019-20, which put metro area HH annual 
spending at $92K, this amounts to a 14.1% increase in total spending, and an increase in total transportation (T) spending 
of over 118%-- with T jumping from ~12% to ~26% of total HH spending!  
 
Why does this matter?  Because, after housing, transportation costs are "typically a household's second-largest 
expenditure".  The federal department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) guidelines deem housing costs to be 
excessive if they are above 30% of HH AMI income.  However, "(t)he H+T Index offers an expanded view of 
affordability, one that combines housing and transportation costs and sets the benchmark at no more than 45% of 
household income.".  Since HUD and the MOHCD define housing costs as "affordable" if they are no more than 30%, and 
this level determines eligibility for BMR and affordable units in the TI Project, then 30% H + 26% T (from the above 
example) = 56%, which means that affordable and BMR units in the TI Project will, in fact, be 'unaffordable' for lower 
income residents who need to drive.  https://cnt.org/tools/housing-and-transportation-affordability-index 
 
However, the percentage of higher income HHs who have private vehicles and can afford the much higher cost of owning 
a private vehicle in the TI Project-- as compared to SF and the Bay Area-- will be much higher than lower income 
HHs.  This fact, combined with the planned scarcity of parking spaces at one per housing unit-- versus the existing SF 
average of around two parking spaces per apartment-- plus the much higher cost of residential parking compared to the 
rest of SF, will result, in effect, in scarce parking spaces being 'auctioned off' to the highest bidder.  Unfortunately, this 
government mandated scarcity of parking spaces is the opposite of a normally functioning market, where higher demand 
should lead to greater supply. 
 
Finally, the two thirds of current TI residents who need to drive and end up moving to existing or planned replacement 
housing buildings in the TI Project, must enter a lottery in the slim hope of winning a scarce parking space.  And SF 
residents, many of whom are desperate to find affordable housing, will most likely have to give up driving in order to 
actually afford an 'affordable' unit in the TI Project. 
 
Perhaps this is why TIMMA/SFCTA seems so reluctant to do an economic impact analysis of the entire Transportation 
Demand Management program-- which must include the huge hidden cost of unbundled parking, in addition to the direct 
and indirect costs of the misleadingly named "congestion" toll. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jeffrey B. Kline 
25 year TI resident 
 
*Undoubtably, the cost of financing will be higher now that interest rates have risen dramatically. 
**This number is based on the 2010 Transportation Impact Study.  However, I think these numbers may have been 
reduced by TIMMA by ~10%, creating further scarcity of parking spaces.  
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Construction Notice – DB-132 Treasure Island Resource Recovery 
Facility 

  

 
Description: The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) contractor, PCL Inc, will be replacing the 
aging wastewater treatment plant located at 1220 Avenue M, which is ~50 years old. The new treatment 
facility known as Treasure Island Resource Recovery Facility (TIWRRF) will be located adjacent and south of 
the existing treatment plant at 600 Portway Passage, Treasure Island, San Francisco.  The objective of this 
new facility is to ensure reliable wastewater treatment service and to provide recycled water to conserve 
potable water use on Treasure Island.  
 
What: To complete the project design, PCL Inc. will be performing geotechnical investigation drilling activities 
to support the design of the new facility. Drilling activities will be taking place within the perimeter of the 
planned new Treasure Island Resource Recovery Facility located at 600 Portway Passage, Treasure Island. 
 
When: The anticipated start of geotechnical investigation is the week of February 27, 2023 and 
anticipated duration is one (1) week. Weather and construction issues could impact the schedule. 
General workdays and hours (weather permitting) are Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
Where: This work will occur at new planned treatment facility located at 600 Portway Passage, Treasure 
Island, San Francisco 

 
 
What to expect:  

• SEWER AND WATER SERVICES in the area will NOT be interrupted during construction. 
• PARKING: Street parking will NOT be impacted with this activity. 
• TRANSIT STOPS & LOADING ZONES: Will NOT be impacted with this activity.  
• TRAFFIC: Will NOT be impacted with this activity.  
• ACCESS: Businesses and residents will NOT be impacted during this activity. 
• NOISE: Neighbors may hear drilling noise periodically. Noisy work will be conducted in compliance 

with the San Francisco Noise Ordinance. 
• ODORS: If necessary, odor control measures will be in place during construction. 

 
Contact: Please leave SFPUC Communications a message at (415) 554-3233, ssip@sfwater.org. After 
hours: please call 3-1-1.  PCL Inc, (760) 529-7738 
 

 
 

Si necesita ayuda en español llame al 415-554-3289 
Kung kailangan ninyo ng tulong sa Filipino mangyaring tumawag sa (415) 554–3289. 

如果您需要中文協助、請致電 415-554-3289。 
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Construction Notice – Sewer Upgrades Project 
Coming Soon!  

 
Open this notice for important information about construction in your neighborhood. 

525 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 

           
CONSTRUCTION NOTICE: Geotechnical investigation drilling activities will be 
taking place within the perimeter of the planned new Treasure Island Resource 
Recovery Facility located at 600 Portway Passage, Treasure Island. See reverse 
side for more information. 

 
              



NOTICE OF NATURAL GAS SERVICE INTERRUPTION
Date:                                                                

Time:                                                                

Affected Areas of Treasure Island Facilities include:

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) will be installing new equipment and/or performing maintenance 
in your area. This will help the SFPUC to ensure reliable service to all customers. In order to perform this work safely,  
the crew needs to temporarily interrupt your natural gas service. The crew will do its best to minimize the length of the 
service interruption. 

If you are a Landlord with tenant(s) in the areas listed above and the SFPUC bill is in your name, it is your responsibility 
to notify the tenant(s) of the planned service interruption. It is also the Landlord’s responsibility to re-light the tenants’ pilot 
lights following the natural gas service interruption.

Unsafe weather conditions or any unforeseen emergency will require the Natural Gas Crew to cancel the work at the 
last minute and the crew will be unable to notify you of this cancellation. However, you will receive notification of the 
rescheduled date and time. 

The SFPUC apologizes for this inconvenience and thanks you for your patience.

PAUNAWA NG PAGHINTO NG SERBISYO NG LIKAS NA GAS
Petsa:                                                                

Oras:                                                                 

Ang mga apektadong Pasilidad ng Treasure Island ay kabilang ang:

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

Ang San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) ay mag-iinstala ng bagong kagamitan at/o pagpapanatili ng 
pagganap sa iyong lugar. Ito ay tutulong sa SFPUC na masiguro ang maaasahang serbisyo sa lahat ng parokyano. 
Upang ligtas na magawa ang trabahong ito, kailangan ng mga tauhan na pansamantalang ihinto ang iyong serbisyo ng 
likas na gas. Gagawin ng mga tauhan ang makakaya upang paliitin hanggang maaari ang haba ng paghinto ng serbisyo. 

Kung ikaw ay isang Nagpapaupa na may (mga) umuupa sa mga lugar na nakalista sa itaas at sinisingil ka ng SFPUC sa 
iyong pangalan, responsibilidad mo na bigyan ng paunawa ang (mga) umuupa ng tungkol sa nakaplanong paghinto 
ng serbisyo. Responsibilidad din ng Nagpapaupa na muling pailawin ang mga pilot light ng mga umuupa kasunod ng 
paghinto ng serbisyo ng likas na gas.

Ang di-ligtas na mga kondisyon ng panahon o anumang di-inaasahang emerhensiya ay magtutulak sa mga Tauhan ng 
Likas na Gas na kanselahin ang trabaho sa huling minuto at hindi magagawa ng mga tauhan na bigyan ka ng paunawa 
ng pagkanselang ito. Gayunman, tatanggap ka ng paunawa ng binagong petsa at oras. 

Humihingi ng paumanhin ang SFPUC para sa abalang ito at nagpapasalamat sa iyong pang-unawa.



 

 
Construction Notice – Sewer Upgrades Project 
Coming Soon!  

 
Open this notice for important information about construction in your neighborhood. 

525 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 

           
CONSTRUCTION NOTICE: Geotechnical investigation drilling activities will be 
taking place within the perimeter of the planned new Treasure Island Resource 
Recovery Facility located at 600 Portway Passage, Treasure Island. See reverse 
side for more information. 

 
              



AVISO DE INTERRUPCIÓN DEL SERVICIO DE GAS NATURAL
Fecha:                                                                 

Hora:                                                                   

Las Áreas Afectadas de la Instalación de Treasure Island incluyen:

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

La Comisión de Utilidades Públicas de San Francisco (SFPUC por sus siglas en inglés) estará instalando equipo nuevo 
y / o llevando a cabo obras de mantenimiento en su área. Esto ayudará a la SFPUC asegurar un servicio fiable a todos 
sus clientes. Para realizar estas obras de manera segura, el equipo de obreros necesita interrumpir temporalmente su 
servicio de gas natural. El equipo se esforzará para mantener la interrupción de servicio a un mínimo. 

Si usted es un propietario con inquilino(s) en las áreas listadas anteriormente, y la factura de la SFPUC  está a su 
nombre, es su responsabilidad notificar a cada inquilino de la interrupción programada de servicio. También es la 
responsabilidad del propietario re-encender los pilotos de cada aparato doméstico después de una interrupción de 
servicio de gas natural.

Condiciones climáticas o cualquier otra emergencia imprevista requerirá que el equipo de obreros de gas natural cancele 
las obras a último momento y el quipo no será capaz de avisarle de dicha cancelación. Sin embargo, usted recibirá una 
notificación sobre la fecha y horario de la reprogramación de las obras. 

La SFPUC le pide disculpas por estas molestias y le agradece de antemano por su paciencia.

天然氣暫停服務通知
日期:                                                                

時間:                                                                

金銀島設施受影響地區包括：

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

三藩市水利局（SFPUC）將在你的地區安裝新設備及／或執行維修工作。這可幫助三藩市水利局為所有顧客
提供可靠的服務。為安全執行此項工作，工作人員需要暫時停止你的天然氣服務。工作人員會儘力將暫停此服
務的時間減至最少。

如你是房東，有住客住在上述的地區而三藩市水利局的帳單是以你的名字發出，你有責任通知住客計劃暫停
此服務之事宜。房東亦有責任在天然氣服務中斷之後，重新為住客點燃常明火。

如天氣情況不安全或有任何未能預料到之緊急情況，天然氣工作人員可能在最後一分鐘取消此工作，而他們
將無法通知你此取消行動。但是，你將會收到重新安排時間和日期的通知。

三藩市水利局對此造成之不便謹以致歉，並感謝你的耐心。
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Treasure Island gets a new public library… 
in a vending machine  
San Francisco wants to create fertile oases of books in areas without libraries. 

By John Metcalfe February 22, 2023 

 
Michael Lambert, San Francisco City Librarian (at left), attended the ribbon-cutting of the San Francisco Public 
Library’s first book vending machine on February 18 on Treasure Island. Also pictured, going right from Lambert: 
Matt Dorsey, San Francisco District 6 Supervisor; Linda Richardson, Vice-Chair of the Treasure Island Development 
Authority; Abdo Nassar, owner of Island Cove Market. 

The windswept, perpetually under-construction Treasure Island – an artificial landmass in the middle of 
the Bay, built for the 1939 Golden Gate International Exposition – is not normally thought of as a 
destination for readers. 

But that changed this weekend with the unveiling of the San Francisco Public Library’s new Treasure 
Island branch. To visit it, head to the Island Cove Market at 800 Ave. H, Suite 5. It’s right there by the 
door: a vending machine similar to the type that dispenses Hostess Twinkies, only this one’s full of 
books. 

San Francisco’s very first “Book Stop” kiosk is an experiment in greening library deserts with small or 
mobile book repositories. The public library also has traveling Bookmobiles, which serve Treasure 
Island’s tiny population among other places. But this new “library” is planted in place, in a grocery/diner 
that slings shawarma and bacon-egg sandwiches, and offers services to anybody holding a library card. 
(Get yours here!) 

https://www.mercurynews.com/author/john-metcalfe/
https://sfpl.org/locations/treasure-island
https://sfpl.org/locations/treasure-island
https://www.islandcovefoodcourt.com/
https://sflib1.sfpl.org/selfreg/kiosk1
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A view of the book vending machine when it’s open. 

“Our mission is to ensure that every San Franciscan has access to books and the joy of reading,” says 
Michael Lambert, San Francisco’s City Librarian. “The SFPL Book Stop helps bring us one step further 
in that direction. We really couldn’t ask for a better location than the Island Cove Market, a beloved 
community hub on Treasure Island.” 

About 25 people attended the vending machine’s ribbon-cutting on Saturday. The first to check out a 
book was District 6 Supervisor Matt Dorsey. He chose “Spare,” the 2023 memoir by Prince Harry that 
was ghostwritten by J. R. Moehringer. (New Yorker review: “The Prince in exile does not hesitate to 
detail the pettiness, the vanity, and the inglorious urge toward self-preservation of those who are now the 
monarchy’s highest-ranking representatives.”) 

“Treasure Island is always an amazing place to come, a great place to spend the weekend and go for a 
run,” Dorsey says. “This is a part of the city that’s often unseen. The Bookmobile is here, and we’re doing 
this innovative library hub to bring library services here.” 

The library gives these directions for using the machine: 

1. Scan your card.  
2. Type in your PIN.  
3. Open door.  
4. Take your books – they’re automatically checked out when you close the door!  
5. Return to the SFPL Book Stop (ideal!) or any other Library location. 

This kiosk holds up to 200 books. “We have something for everyone in it – the most popular titles in our 
collection, from children’s books to adult, fiction and nonfiction,” says library spokeswoman Jaime 
Wong. “Our Collections team will be monitoring the trends of what’s being checked out and, based on 
that, will continue to evolve the collection based on the needs and interests of the Treasure Island 
community. ” 

Wong adds: “One fun fact is that you can check out cookbooks from the kiosk, which is an appropriate fit 
given that the kiosk is located in Treasure Island’s main grocery store.” 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2023/01/23/prince-harry-memoir-spare-review
https://sfpl.org/locations/treasure-island
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New library 'vending machine' unveiled on 
Treasure Island  
Bay City News, Feb 19, 2023 Updated Feb 21, 2023  

 

Here's one for the books: a standalone book kiosk heralded as the first of its kind in San Francisco 
launched on Treasure Island Saturday morning. 

Hopefully, folks will be booking it to the event celebrating the San Francisco Public Library Book Stop, a 
kiosk housing a permanent, standalone collection of popular books for all ages on Treasure Island. 

"The kiosk is an electronic machine located in the entryway of the Cove Market. It's the size of a snack 
vending machine. You can see the books inside. It makes it much easier for people to check out a book. 
You scan your library card, the door opens and you can take out the book of your choice," said Jaime 
Wong, a spokeswoman for the San Francisco Public Library, 

Bookish, or presumably bookish, officials including City Librarian Michael Lambert and District Six 
Supervisor Matt Dorsey will participate in a ribbon-cutting for the kiosk and also make remarks. 

San Francisco's big blue bookmobile will make a guest appearance, offering free book giveaways and 
signing up visitors for library cards. 

The event begins with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 11 a.m., and then the public will be able to visit the 
kiosk and check out books. The location is Island Cove Market, 800 Avenue H, Treasure Island. 

Event program includes remarks and and ribbon-cutting ceremony. The bookmobile will also be onsite 
with free giveaways and to sign up visitors up for library cards. This event is presented by San Francisco 
Public Library and the Treasure Island Development Authority (TIDA). 
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Treasure Island's New Parks Ready for Changing Climate  
By Joe Rosato Jr. • Published February 22, 2023 
 

 

Video: https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/treasure-islands-new-parks-ready-for-changing-
climate/3164005/ 

Few people in San Francisco have ever heard of Buckeye Grove, or have any plans to head to Yerba 
Buena Island to visit it. You can't blame them. Just a year ago it didn't even exist. And yet its unique 
topography and storm drains reveal it as much more than just new scenery on an island in transition - but 
a tool to weather the changing climate.  

The park, and its four acres of storm drains and newly planted native plants, is known as a bioswale, more 
commonly known as a storm drain garden. It's a simple concept -- rainwater flows into several storm 
basins which then funnels it through plants and dirt, filtering out contaminants such as car oil and heavy 
metals.  

Yerba Buena Island has 45 acres of new storm gardens so far, with many more planned for adjacent 
Treasure Island as it undergoes mass redevelopment.  

"The overall vision for Treasure Island and Yerba Buena is to create a new mixed use community," said 
Kevin Conger of CMG Landscape Architecture, "in the middle of 300 acres of future forward looking 
sustainable parks."  

For the gardens, the group Literacy for Environmental Justice took clippings of native plants from the 
islands and around California and replicated them in a nursery where 50,000 plants grown by the group 
have already gone to green the gardens on Yerba Buena Island.  

Buckeye Grove, named for its sprawling native Buckeye tree, sits in a strategic location above the bay 
and below the hilltop where new housing developments are under construction. The garden is positioned 
to catch water runoff before it hits the bay.  

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/?s=Author%3A%20%22Joe%20Rosato%20Jr.%22
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"It’s totally appropriate that everything we’re doing here is in support of healthy oceans," said Conger.  

Another new garden sits on the East side of YBI, at the edge of the bay beneath the new eastern span of 
the Bay Bridge. As traffic flows overhead, waters flow through its newly planted vegetation, functioning 
like a traditional tidal marsh.  

"This is a more level area and that has allowed us to create a larger stormwater garden," said Conger 
above the din of traffic, "that filters out the contaminants in the water by having the water flow through 
it."  

The new gardens got their first big test on New Year's Day as massive storms dumped record amounts of 
rain on the Bay Area. Conger's colleague, landscape architect Will Benge visited the island and captured 
video of water streaming through the drains and through the plants.  

"After constructing all of this and seeing and designing it I wanted to see how it was going to perform," 
Benge said. "And it has performed flawlessly, everything has drained quite well."  

The overall development project presented extreme challenges for planners as the islands are susceptible 
to climate change and rising sea levels. In 2009, then-California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger stood 
on Treasure Island unveiling new climate change maps and famously declared "Within a century, 
Treasure Island, this place where we are right now, could be totally under water." 

Roadways around Treasure Island are now being elevated 36 inches higher than the projected century 
mark for sea level rise -- and planners said they would have the ability to incrementally raise them as need 
dictates. New homes will be set back from the shoreline and their ground floors will be 42 inches higher 
than the FEMA base flood elevation, according to information provided by the developer.   

Perhaps the biggest embrace of the future will take place on the north end of TI where old military 
housing will be razed and replaced with a unique ninety-eight acre park called The Wilds.  

"That park is actually going to allow future sea level rise to come in," said Conger, "and flood that park to 
create future tidal marshes."  

About 300 acres of open space is woven into the islands' future, with half that devoted to parks and new 
storm gardens which will ring Treasure Island, creating a utilitarian, yet scenic feature which the public 
can visit.  

"People can experience and see the habitat," said Benge, "and see the treatment happening before their 
eyes in that park-like setting." 

Even as new construction encircles the islands, the idea of incorporating nature onto Yerba Buena and the 
man-made Treasure Island seems a central theme, supporting wildlife as well as the old and new residents 
populating the lands just a view away from San Francisco's mainland.   

"We’re making space to nurture and support nature," said Conger looking out on TI from Buckeye Grove. 
"That’s what we need to do actually to reverse climate change is to make room for more nature."   
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San Francisco Bay Bridge traffic at standstill after fallen 
tree blocks 3 lanes 
Andrew Chamings, SFGATE 
 

 
Crew members work to clear a fallen tree off a westbound section of the Bay Bridge. Tuesday Feb. 21, 2023. 

 

UPDATE Feb. 21, 5:54 p.m. Two out of three eastbound lanes have reopened after crews cleared a 
downed tree near the Yerba Buena Tunnel on the Bay Bridge on Tuesday evening, according to the latest 
update from the California Highway Patrol. 

The rightmost lane will remain closed for a few more hours, the CHP said. 

Those heading to San Francisco from the East Bay on Tuesday evening can expect severe delays after 
high winds downed a tree near the Yerba Buena Tunnel, reports California Highway Patrol.   

The tree fell about 3:15 p.m. and blocked three westbound lanes on the right side of the roadway, leaving 
traffic at a standstill. CHP officers and Caltrans crews responded and are currently working on clearing 
the road. An hour after the incident, CHP reported that one of the lanes had been cleared and was 
allowing traffic through.  

The San Francisco Fire Department is also at the scene to help clear debris, CHP said in a tweet, 
alongside photos of the downed tree. "If possible, please avoid area & expect delays," the agency wrote.  

Howling winds hit the Bay Area Tuesday afternoon, with gusts reaching 76 mph on the Golden Gate 
Bridge. Coastal areas are under a severe wind warning through 9 a.m. Wednesday. 

As of 4 p.m., Google Maps estimated that the six-mile drive from the toll booths in Oakland to the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco was taking over an hour.  

https://www.sfgate.com/author/andrew-chamings/
https://twitter.com/CHPSanFrancisco/status/1628195953567236096?s=20
https://twitter.com/CHPSanFrancisco/status/1628195953567236096?s=20
https://www.sfgate.com/weather/article/wind-warning-sf-bay-area-17797690.php
https://www.sfgate.com/weather/article/wind-warning-sf-bay-area-17797690.php
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A video shared by Ryan Yamamato of KPIX showed the large tree and branches strewn at the tunnel 
entrance. 
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