
Helping San Francisco’s  Lost Cats 

Presented by damia foti 
www.HappyCatLady.com 



My step daughter Averie convinced my 
husband & I to adopt a kitty the same day 
we got back home from our honeymoon! 

 

‘Kittie’

- SF SPCA adoption, Sep 2019 
- Then Covid,  March 2020

 

Averie



Pawboost
Nextdoor
24petconnect

WEBSITES  

I 
MONITOR 

Reunited 4pm today! 



● Only 10% of LOST CATS return on their own

● MOST Lost cats need our help

1. Take Immediate Action 

2. Cover ALL Possibilities
3. Don’t Give up!



● HIDE NEARBY IN SILENCE (within 1-5 residences)
● In Survival mode - no meows
● Get stuck/trapped in garages, sheds, crawl spaces, 

rooftops, inside walls, storage units…
● Often need to be Trapped (Monitor from a distance)

★ SFACC (24petconnect.com)
★ Contact microchip company
★ Pawboost.com
★ Nextdoor.com

INDOOR ONLY CATS

Take Action In Person

Online

● Search the premises, under cars, porches, rooftops, 
crawl spaces, storage areas

● Call for kitty CALMLY from  sunset - sunrise
● Leave a Way back inside 
● Camera aimed at WET food
● Flyer  door to door, Talk to neighbors; Ring cameras, 

Gain access to Yards
● POST UP Flyers 



Hunger wins: Lure kitty with WET food

Mini Blink 
Camera

Bedding 
Far back 
of garage

Humane trap
Watch nearby or 
use baby monitor 
to monitor the 
trap at all times



Lost CAT 
‘Squirrel’ 

got out from the front (all cement streets) 
with Wobbly leg syndrome   



Lost CAT ‘Squirrel’ 
found on night 13



“Clementine”



Clementine

➔ Spotted  by a 
neighbor after 

29 days 

➔ ONLY 1 ½  
Yards away

Reunited and it 
feels so good!



“Deet”



More than 50 million Americans 
travelled abroad in 2015

THAT’S MORE THAN THE 

POPULATION OF 
CALIFORNIA AND 
TEXAS COMBINED

Source: travel.trade.gov

RING CAMERA VIDEO

http://travel.trade.gov/view/m-2015-O-001/index.html


HUMANE TRAP + Baby Monitor = STAKE OUT!

 



More than 50 million Americans 
travelled abroad in 2015

THAT’S MORE THAN THE 

POPULATION OF 
CALIFORNIA AND 
TEXAS COMBINED

Source: travel.trade.gov

‘Kitty’ 
Reunited 
with her 
human 
Tony - now 
always by 
his side 💜

http://travel.trade.gov/view/m-2015-O-001/index.html


Chilly - was lost the 

same day of adoption



Spotted by neighbor 

2 backyards 
away  3 days 
after I knocked 
on doors with 

FLYERS asking 

neighbors to check 
security cameras 
keep and keep an 
eye out

Trapped 4 
days later 

Chilly



I adopted 
Chilly 💖



TRACKERS
➔ GPS for indoor/outdoor

➔ Airtag or Tile for indoor onlySophie
➔ Clipped Ear

‘Chilly’ - flight risk 
➔ Both GPS + airtag!



Keeka - trapped the 

next night - night 6 reunion!



Keeka Safe Home with “Teeko”



INDOOR/OUTDOOR CATS 
Found Within 1-2 blocks
- Trapped/Stuck
- Spooked by something or someone
- Injured / Sick
- New territorial cat 



LOST INDOOR / OUTDOOR CATS 
➔ Call for kitty calmly sunset - sunrise (potential Meows if stuck)
➔ Leave a way back in 24/7
➔ Motion activated camera (MINI BLINK) aimed at Wet food
➔ Distribute Flyers door to door 
➔ Talk to neighbors, check Ring cameras, garages, porches, sheds…
➔ Post up Flyers 2+  blocks out
➔ Online Posts 



INDOOR/OUTDOOR  CATS:

● Kitty escapes Cat-Sitter’s Home 
● CARRIER Breaks on way to vet…
● Walking on leash / cat gets spooked
● MOVES + 1st THREE MONTHS of being adopted  

Behave like Lost INDOOR-ONLY 
CATS: HIDING NEARBY, IN SILENCE 
- will remain near escape point

Examples:

Lost in unfamiliar territory (not from home) 



● Call for kitty calmly late night

● Wet food + WILD LIFE camera / SET TRAP
● Flyer/Talk to neighbors Door to Door
● Ring cameras 
● Post up Flyers on lampposts

● Online: 24petconnect, microchip co., Pawboost, Nextdoor

Cat Lost in unfamiliar territory (not from ‘home’) 
1. Kitty escapes Cat-Sitter’s Home (windows without screens) “Lucifer”→ 
2. CARRIER Breaks on way to Vet  “Buster” →
3. Walking on leash / cat gets spooked
4. PRE + Post MOVES + 1st TWO MONTHS of being adopted (establish SAFE ROOM)  





NINJA 
Indoor/Outdoor 
Ninja’s human 
died and he was 
left alone for a 
month before a 
family member 
placed him in 
another apt 
within building 
with 2 dogs - 
Ninja escaped …



NINJA False sightings Wild Life camera



NINJA was FOUND 
after 71 days 
within 2 blocks, 
weighing  4lbs

NINJA has 
gained his 
weight 
back - at a 
foster😊💜



HUGO Indoor/outdoor  

FOUND 2 BACKYARDS AWAY 

after AFTER 2 WEEKS



Leo went 
missing 
12/20 

lostpetcards.com

FOUND!



- Leo safe home 
after 17 days! 

Me + Leo’s fam Cozy 
in front of the 
fireplace last 
Saturday💜 



FOUND CATS
What to do:
● Get kitty scanned
● FLYER neighbors
● Post online: 

24petconnect 
Nextdoor, 
Pawboost



1. Accept All ‘FOUND’ CATS - 
impossible to know if Lost 
or abandoned 🙏

2. Accept Kitties all ages🐱
3. Accept Cats w/ Clipped 

Ears (do not assume they 
are community cats💜

4. Allow the ‘Finder’ to claim 
the cat back if deemed 
unadoptable (CIP) 🙏  

5. Post on Pawboost when a 
field officer finds a cat 💜

SFACC Policy 
Please consider 
the following: 



Andrew



Andrew



NOW: Andrew at his furever home with 💖Linda + Steve💖



THEN: Mae Fong fed this abandoned 
cat at a Bank parking lot near Geary NOW: ‘Bubba’ with her 

furever mama, Denise Owens, 
watching football on father- 
son day!

- SFACC  - deemed him unadoptable 😬
- Maria (Give me Shelter) came to the 

rescue &  provided a Foster Home  🙌 



Neo - injured, abandoned in 
backyards 41st /Lincoln Ave 
★ SFACC: I could bring her in but I would not be told 

if she would be euthanized or treated 😬
★ Andreas Dream paid for 1st two vet bills 🙌 Oct

Bite infection

Abscess 
drained

NOW



Reunited and it feels so good



Reunited and it feels so good







THANK YOU!!

www.HappyCatLady.com


