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Engagement | Existing Conditions | Project Delivery

BUCHANAN STREET MALL
5-BLOCK PROGRAM OVERVIEW
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Western Addition, San Francisco The Fillmore, “Harlem of the West” Buchanan Street Mall
Located roughly in the center of San Francisco, the Western Addition 
developed as a Victorian streetcar suburb. It survived the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake with its Victorian-style buildings largely intact. 
Today, the term Western Addition is roughly synonymous with the 
Fillmore and Cathedral Hill neighborhoods.

At the heart of the Western Addition lies the Fillmore District, once 
known for its flourishing jazz scene, dubbed the “Harlem of the West.” 
Today, the district is locally known as “Fillmoe”, “The Mo” or MOE, 
which means “Money Over Everything.”

Two blocks east of Fillmore Street runs Buchanan Street, five blocks 
of which was turned into a pedestrian boulevard, or Mall, in 1975. 
By the mid 1980s, the neighborhood faced violence and a drug 
epidemic, and those issues spilled over into the park creating an 
atmosphere of fear. The park had been avoided by many residents 
until recently.

PROJECT LOCATION
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Fulton to Grove Block

McAllister to Fulton Block

Turk to Golden Gate Block

Turk to Eddy Block

EXISTING CONDITIONS  
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BUCHANAN STREET MALL Vision Statement       i
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Activation 
Process 
Begins

Activation  
Elements Installed

Community 
Engagement 
Begins

Using documentary 
screenings hosted in 
local subsidized housing 
community rooms, Green 
Streets and Citizen Film 
begin community outreach 
by asking residents 
to reflect on what the 
Buchanan Mall means to 
them, and what a positive 
transformation could do 
for the neighborhood.

Green Streets 
gives a tour of the 
Buchanan Street 
Mall to The Trust 
for Public Land, 
San Francisco 
Recreation and Parks 
Department and the 
Exploratorium Studio 
for Public Spaces.

Green Streets and Citizen Film 
begin hosting weekly community 
meetings at the AAACC and invite 
Buchanan Mall neighbors, from 
youth to elders, to discuss local 
challenges and barriers to change. 
After months of community meetings, 
the Exploratorium Studio for Public 
Spaces (SPS) joins the meetings and 
leads a series of participatory design 
workshops. Residents share their 
hopes for the Mall by drawing and 
building models.

Activation 
Community Meetings

Green Streets, local youth, elders 
and other neighbors come together 
with the SPS build team to 
construct and install gateways at 
the intersections of all five blocks, 
three garden installations and two 
audio domes that play local stories, 
such as the Green Streets Story, 
Tales of Virgo’s, Enterprising Women 
and CommunityGrows. Youth from 
CommunityGrows help paint planters 
that they maintain throughout the 
coming year.

Activation Celebration

On November 7, 2015, hundreds of neighbors 
gathered to celebrate the completion of the 
installations, listen to the audio dome stories, share 
food and reflect on their hopes for a unified and 
vibrant future.

Activation & Visioning

EDDY ST

TURK ST

GOLDEN GATE AVE 

MCALLISTER ST

FULTON ST

GROVE ST
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Visioning Community 
Meetings

Vision 
Statement 
Celebration
Partners will host a 
celebration of the 
community vision and 
distribute a booklet 
condensing the 
Vision Statement for 
community members.

An expanded Design Task Force—
which includes residents of all ages 
and representatives from local arts and 
community organizations—reconvenes to 
formalize the community vision for the park. 
The SPS invites renowned urban planner 
James Rojas to kick off the first of three 
community design workshops and follow-
up reflection meetings. Partners work 
together to translate community values into 
a proposed diagram. After presenting this, 
partners incorporate community feedback 
into the diagram and Vision Statement.

Youth from Mo’ Magic, 
Project Level and TVHype 
worked with Citizen Film 
to direct and produce 
four short documentaries 
about the Buchanan 
Mall community. These 
stories–We Are the Seeds of Change, Bringin’ the 

Neigh Back, Friendly Foods and So Close But Separate–
were installed in the audio 
domes in November 2016.

Concept DesignCommunity 
Events on 
the Mall

See Community 
Events Calendar on 
pages 16-17 for 
more details about 
ongoing events.

Youth Media 
Labs

The African American 
Shakespeare Company 
expands their annual month-
long outdoor summer festival 
of local performing artists 
to include the Buchanan 
Mall. Performances from 
the African American 
Shakespeare Company, 
AfroSolo and Project Level, 
among others, bring the 
community together in 
celebration of local talent. 

Cultural 
Corridor

With extensive input from community 
members discuessed at various meetings and 
outreach events, the final design package 
was completed with key elements requested 
by the community. The Trust for Public Land 
generously funded and managed the endeavor 
and the Recreation and Parks Department 
has supported the process to ensure design 
elements are compatible with operations and 
maintenance requirements. Woven together 
with a Memory Walk that highlights local 
stories, each block emphasizes a unique 
theme of outdoor recreation.

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW

BUCHANAN MALL CONCEPT RENDERING |  TURK TO GOLDEN GATE
27 FEBRUARY 2020

BUCHANAN MALL CONCEPT RENDERING |  M CALLISTER TO FULTON
27 FEBRUARY 2020
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Turk to Golden Gate

McAllister to Fulton

source: 2017 Buchanan Street Mall Vision Statement

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 2015
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Turk to Golden Gate

McAllister to Fulton

source: 2017 Buchanan Street Mall Vision Statement, with modification 

OUTREACH & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 2015 - 2020
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1. Safety, Lighting & Beautification

2. Connect Blocks & Unify the Community

3. Tell the Story of the Community & the Neighborhood

4. Social Interaction & Multi-Generational Recreation

5. Skills Training & Jobs Creation

Project Goals:

•	 Memory Walk

•	 Gardens

•	 Lighting & Improved Safety

•	 Micro-Enterprise Kiosks

•	 Gateways

•	 Picnic Areas

•	 Stages

•	 Sports Courts

•	 Playgrounds and Fitness

Graphic: 2020 Buchanan Street Mall Concept Plan by OCB

APPROVED CONCEPT DESIGN APRIL 2020

Key Features:
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14 FEBRUARY 2020

26 10
10

15

13

18

26

1

34

5

2

30

29

21

28

12

12

16

4

6a 22 22 22 22

LEGEND

1. MEMORY WALK (SPECIAL FINISH CONCRETE PAVEMENT)

2. CONCRETE PAVEMENT
3. COLORED PAVEMENT
4. RECLAIMED GRANITE CURB STAIR
5. BASKETBALL COURT
6a. PLAY AREA (2-5 YEAR OLDS)

6b. PLAY AREA (6-12 YEAR OLDS)

7. EXERCISE COURT

8. EXERCISE PATH
9. RAISED WOOD DECK
10. PLAY AREA FENCE AND GATE
11. ORNAMENTAL FENCE AND GATE
12. TRASH/ RECYCLE CANS
13. DRINKING FOUNTAIN
14. FIXED TABLE AND CHAIRS
15. PICNIC TABLE AND BENCHES

16. BENCH
17. COMMUNITY TABLE
18. SEAT WALL
19. STORAGE UNIT
20. CANOPY WITH STAGE LIGHTING
21. GATEWAY (FUTURE PHASE)

22. CROSSWALK TREATMENT (FUTURE PHASE)

23. MICRO-ENTERPRISE KIOSK

24. LARGE BARBECUE
25. SMALL BARBECUE
26. PEDESTRIAN POLE LIGHT
27. CUSTOM LIGHTING/ART ELEMENT
28. ART ELEMENT
29. PERIMETER TREE
30. ACCENT TREE
31. LAWN AREA

32. COMMUNAL GARDEN PLANTING AREA
33. EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
34. EXISTING FENCE TO REMAIN
35. CULTURAL SIGNAGE/ STORYTELLING ELEMENT
36. HANDRAIL AT EXERCISE PATH
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ACTIVE 
RECREATION

BASKETBALL & BBQALL-AGES PLAY ART & ENTERTAINMENT GARDEN & 
GATHER

TURK TO EDDY STREET BLOCK TURK TO GOLDEN GATE BLOCK
SCHEMATIC DESIGN APPROVED 2021

MCALLISTER FULTON BLOCK
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PLAZA EAST 
APARTMENTS

BUCHANAN PARK 
APARTMENTS
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LEGEND
1. MEMORY WALK (special finish concrete pavement)
2. CONCRETE PAVEMENT
3. COLORED PAVEMENT
4. RECLAIMED GRANITE CURB STAIR
5. BASKETBALL COURT
6a. PLAY AREA (2-5 year olds)
6b. PLAY AREA (6-12 year olds)
7. EXERCISE COURT
8. EXERCISE PATH
9. RAISED WOOD DECK
10. PLAY AREA FENCE AND GATE
11. ORNAMENTAL FENCE AND GATE
12. TRASH/ RECYCLE CANS
13. DRINKING FOUNTAIN
14. FIXED TABLE AND CHAIRS
15. PICNIC TABLE AND BENCHES
16. BENCH
17. COMMUNITY TABLE
18. SEAT WALL
19. STORAGE UNIT
20. CANOPY WITH STAGE LIGHTING
21. GATEWAY (future phase)
22. CROSSWALK TREATMENT (future phase)
23. MICRO-ENTERPRISE KIOSK
24. LARGE BARBECUE
25. SMALL BARBECUE
26. PEDESTRIAN POLE LIGHT
27. CUSTOM LIGHTING/ART ELEMENT
28. ART ELEMENT
29. PERIMETER TREE
30. ACCENT TREE
31. LAWN AREA
32. COMMUNAL GARDEN PLANTING AREA
33. EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
34. EXISTING FENCE TO REMAIN
35. CULTURAL SIGNAGE/ STORYTELLING ELEMENT
36. HANDRAIL AT EXERCISE PATH
37. EXISTING SCULPTURE TO REMAIN

EDDY TO TURKEDDY TO TURK

ACTIVE RECREATIONACTIVE RECREATION

 
For more information, visit www.bit.ly/BuchananStreetMall
Contact Lauren.Chavez@sfgov.org (415) 581-2551 (RPD)
or Alejandra.Chiesa@tpl.org (415) 800-5303 (TPL)

Basketball Court Surfacing Play Area Fence and Gate

Pedestrian Pole LightSample Play Elements
Integrated Sloped Walk and Stair

source: 2020 Buchanan Street Mall Community Outreach Banners by TPL

THEMATIC GOALS FOR EDDY TO TURK BLOCK
FOR REVIEW TODAY
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THOMAS PAINE
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TURK TO GOLDEN GATETURK TO GOLDEN GATE

ALL-AGES PLAYALL-AGES PLAY
LEGEND
1. MEMORY WALK (special finish concrete pavement)
2. CONCRETE PAVEMENT
3. COLORED PAVEMENT
4. RECLAIMED GRANITE CURB STAIR
5. BASKETBALL COURT
6a. PLAY AREA (2-5 year olds)
6b. PLAY AREA (6-12 year olds)
7. EXERCISE COURT
8. EXERCISE PATH
9. RAISED WOOD DECK
10. PLAY AREA FENCE AND GATE
11. ORNAMENTAL FENCE AND GATE
12. TRASH/ RECYCLE CANS
13. DRINKING FOUNTAIN
14. FIXED TABLE AND CHAIRS
15. PICNIC TABLE AND BENCHES
16. BENCH
17. COMMUNITY TABLE
18. SEAT WALL
19. STORAGE UNIT
20. CANOPY WITH STAGE LIGHTING
21. GATEWAY (future phase)
22. CROSSWALK TREATMENT (future phase)
23. MICRO-ENTERPRISE KIOSK
24. LARGE BARBECUE
25. SMALL BARBECUE
26. PEDESTRIAN POLE LIGHT
27. CUSTOM LIGHTING/ART ELEMENT
28. ART ELEMENT
29. PERIMETER TREE
30. ACCENT TREE
31. LAWN AREA
32. COMMUNAL GARDEN PLANTING AREA
33. EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
34. EXISTING FENCE TO REMAIN
35. CULTURAL SIGNAGE/ STORYTELLING ELEMENT
36. HANDRAIL AT EXERCISE PATH
37. EXISTING SCULPTURE TO REMAIN

For more information, visit www.bit.ly/BuchananStreetMall
Contact Lauren.Chavez@sfgov.org (415) 581-2551 (RPD) 
or Alejandra.Chiesa@tpl.org (415) 800-5303 (TPL)

source: 2020 Buchanan Street Mall Community Outreach Banners by TPL

THEMATIC GOALS FOR TURK TO GOLDEN GATE BLOCK
REVIEWED SEPTEMBER 2021
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For more information, visit www.bit.ly/BuchananStreetMall
Contact Lauren.Chavez@sfgov.org (415) 581-2551 (RPD) 
or Alejandra.Chiesa@tpl.org (415) 800-5303 (TPL)

GOLDEN GATE TO McALLISTERGOLDEN GATE TO McALLISTER

BASKETBALL & BBQBASKETBALL & BBQLEGEND
1. MEMORY WALK (special finish concrete pavement)
2. CONCRETE PAVEMENT
3. COLORED PAVEMENT
4. RECLAIMED GRANITE CURB STAIR
5. BASKETBALL COURT
6a. PLAY AREA (2-5 year olds)
6b. PLAY AREA (6-12 year olds)
7. EXERCISE COURT
8. EXERCISE PATH
9. RAISED WOOD DECK
10. PLAY AREA FENCE AND GATE
11. ORNAMENTAL FENCE AND GATE
12. TRASH/ RECYCLE CANS
13. DRINKING FOUNTAIN
14. FIXED TABLE AND CHAIRS
15. PICNIC TABLE AND BENCHES
16. BENCH
17. COMMUNITY TABLE
18. SEAT WALL
19. STORAGE UNIT
20. CANOPY WITH STAGE LIGHTING
21. GATEWAY (future phase)
22. CROSSWALK TREATMENT (future phase)
23. MICRO-ENTERPRISE KIOSK
24. LARGE BARBECUE
25. SMALL BARBECUE
26. PEDESTRIAN POLE LIGHT
27. CUSTOM LIGHTING/ART ELEMENT
28. ART ELEMENT
29. PERIMETER TREE
30. ACCENT TREE
31. LAWN AREA
32. COMMUNAL GARDEN PLANTING AREA
33. EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
34. EXISTING FENCE TO REMAIN
35. CULTURAL SIGNAGE/ STORYTELLING ELEMENT
36. HANDRAIL AT EXERCISE PATH
37. EXISTING SCULPTURE TO REMAIN
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EXISTING LAWN AREA 
TO REMAIN Pedestrian Pole Light

Basketball Court Surfacing Memory Walk Examplary Image

String Lights Micro-enterprise Kiosk

source: 2020 Buchanan Street Mall Community Outreach Banners by TPL

THEMATIC GOALS FOR GOLDEN GATE TO MCALLISTER BLOCK
FOR FUTURE REVIEW
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McALLISTER TO FULTONMcALLISTER TO FULTON

ART & ENTERTAINMENTART & ENTERTAINMENT
LEGEND
1. MEMORY WALK (special finish concrete pavement)
2. CONCRETE PAVEMENT
3. COLORED PAVEMENT
4. RECLAIMED GRANITE CURB STAIR
5. BASKETBALL COURT
6a. PLAY AREA (2-5 year olds)
6b. PLAY AREA (6-12 year olds)
7. EXERCISE COURT
8. EXERCISE PATH
9. RAISED WOOD DECK
10. PLAY AREA FENCE AND GATE
11. ORNAMENTAL FENCE AND GATE
12. TRASH/ RECYCLE CANS
13. DRINKING FOUNTAIN
14. FIXED TABLE AND CHAIRS
15. PICNIC TABLE AND BENCHES
16. BENCH
17. COMMUNITY TABLE
18. SEAT WALL
19. STORAGE UNIT
20. CANOPY WITH STAGE LIGHTING
21. GATEWAY (future phase)
22. CROSSWALK TREATMENT (future phase)
23. MICRO-ENTERPRISE KIOSK
24. LARGE BARBECUE
25. SMALL BARBECUE
26. PEDESTRIAN POLE LIGHT
27. CUSTOM LIGHTING/ART ELEMENT
28. ART ELEMENT
29. PERIMETER TREE
30. ACCENT TREE
31. LAWN AREA
32. COMMUNAL GARDEN PLANTING AREA
33. EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
34. EXISTING FENCE TO REMAIN
35. CULTURAL SIGNAGE/ STORYTELLING ELEMENT
36. HANDRAIL AT EXERCISE PATH
37. EXISTING SCULPTURE TO REMAIN

For more information, visit www.bit.ly/BuchananStreetMall
Contact Lauren.Chavez@sfgov.org (415) 581-2551 (RPD) 
or Alejandra.Chiesa@tpl.org (415) 800-5303 (TPL)
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source: 2020 Buchanan Street Mall Community Outreach Banners by TPL

THEMATIC GOALS FOR MCALLISTER TO FULTON BLOCK
FOR REVIEW TODAY
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AMMEL PARK CO-OP

BANNEKER HOMES

F
U

LT
O

N

G
R

O
VE

22

1

31

14

34

12
17

18

33

32

35

11

21

26

16

29

2

FULTON TO GROVEFULTON TO GROVE

GARDEN & GATHERGARDEN & GATHERLEGEND
1. MEMORY WALK (special finish concrete pavement)
2. CONCRETE PAVEMENT
3. COLORED PAVEMENT
4. RECLAIMED GRANITE CURB STAIR
5. BASKETBALL COURT
6a. PLAY AREA (2-5 year olds)
6b. PLAY AREA (6-12 year olds)
7. EXERCISE COURT
8. EXERCISE PATH
9. RAISED WOOD DECK
10. PLAY AREA FENCE AND GATE
11. ORNAMENTAL FENCE AND GATE
12. TRASH/ RECYCLE CANS
13. DRINKING FOUNTAIN
14. FIXED TABLE AND CHAIRS
15. PICNIC TABLE AND BENCHES
16. BENCH
17. COMMUNITY TABLE
18. SEAT WALL
19. STORAGE UNIT
20. CANOPY WITH STAGE LIGHTING
21. GATEWAY (future phase)
22. CROSSWALK TREATMENT (future phase)
23. MICRO-ENTERPRISE KIOSK
24. LARGE BARBECUE
25. SMALL BARBECUE
26. PEDESTRIAN POLE LIGHT
27. CUSTOM LIGHTING/ART ELEMENT
28. ART ELEMENT
29. PERIMETER TREE
30. ACCENT TREE
31. LAWN AREA
32. COMMUNAL GARDEN PLANTING AREA
33. EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
34. EXISTING FENCE TO REMAIN
35. CULTURAL SIGNAGE/ STORYTELLING ELEMENT
36. HANDRAIL AT EXERCISE PATH
37. EXISTING SCULPTURE TO REMAIN

For more information, visit www.bit.ly/BuchananStreetMall
Contact Lauren.Chavez@sfgov.org (415) 581-2551 (RPD) 
or Alejandra.Chiesa@tpl.org (415) 800-5303 (TPL)

Play Area Fence and Gate

Memory Walk Examplary Image

Memory Walk 
Examplary Image

Pedestrian 
Pole Light

Fixed Tables and Chairs

source: 2020 Buchanan Street Mall Community Outreach Banners by TPL

THEMATIC GOALS FOR FULTON TO GROVE BLOCK
FOR FUTURE REVIEW
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Confirmed Funding:

CA State Budget - Senator Wiener 

2020 Health & Recovery Bond                                                                 

General Fund                                                                                

Let’sPlaySF!                                                                                                      

Development Impact Fees   

Urban Greening Grant           

Trust for Public Land (in-kind)      

Proposition 68 Statewide Grant                                                                                                     

SFPUC Joint Green Infrastructure Capital Project

STAKEHOLDERS AND FUNDING: 

Pending Funding:

Outdoor Recreational Legacy 
Partnerships

Additional Development Impact Fees
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RECAP: TURK TO GOLDEN GATE BLOCK 
PHASE 1 APPROVAL, SEPTEMBER 2021 
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17Building Design & Construction

BUCHANAN STREET MALL - TURK TO GOLDEN GATE
Turk To Golden Gate Block | Schematic Design | 24 September 2021

Seatwall
Concrete wall with wood seat & back

Picnic Table
Metal

Hex Platform
Metal base with wood top

Bicycle Rack
Metal

Bench
Metal

Swing Bench
Wood bench with metal frame

Removable Bollard
Metal

Hex Planter
Metal

FURNISHINGS
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LIGHTING

Pedestrian Pole Lighting Catenary Lighting Ambient Lighting
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Exposed Aggregated Concrete

Synthetic Turf Decking

Pervious Concrete

SURFACE MATERIALS 
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TURK STREET TO EDDY STREET BLOCK: 
SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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Synthetic Turf

Sports Court

Pervious Concrete

Salavaged Stone Curb

SURFACE MATERIALS
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Seatwall
Concrete wall with wood seat & back

Picnic Table
Metal / Metal and Wood

Drinking Fountain + Bottle Filler Bicycle Rack
Metal

Removable Bollard
Metal

Bench
Metal

BBQ Grill
Metal

FURNISHINGS
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Climber

SwingSpinner

Seesaw

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT (AGES 6 & UNDER)

Phase 1 | Civic Design Review | May 2022

BUCHANAN STREET MALL 



27

LIGHTING

Pedestrian Pole Lighting Pedestrian Bollard Lighting Recessed Ambient Lighting
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PERSPECTIVE:  TURK STREET ENTRY
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PERSPECTIVE:  EDDY STREET ENTRY 

Phase 1 | Civic Design Review | May 2022

BUCHANAN STREET MALL 



MCALLISTER STREET TO FULTON STREET BLOCK: 
SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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Shipping Container w/ Mural
Metal

Seatwall
Concrete wall with wood seat & back

Picnic Table
Metal / Metal and Wood

Drinking Fountain + Bottle Filler Bicycle Rack
Metal

Stage Canopy
Metal

Removable Bollard
Metal

Hex Decking + Planter
Metal and wood

FURNISHINGS
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Exposed Aggregated Concrete

Lawn Decking

Pervious Concrete

SURFACE MATERIALS
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LIGHTING

Pedestrian Pole Lighting Stage Uplighting Recessed Ambient Lighting
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PERSPECTIVE:  STAGE FROM TOP OF LAWN 
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PERSPECTIVE:  PLAZA 

*Public art component to be determined. Not a part of Public Works design scope.
**Art depiction credits: "Portrait of a Phenomenal Woman" by Lava Thomas, image by Eren Hebert.
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